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BEAT THE CRUNCH 

YOUR COMPLETE PULL-OUT GUIDE 

PLUS DOWNLOAD OUR GREAT SAVINGS VOUCHER BOOK 

@ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


ART CENTRE 
OF BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATION 




HAZLITT 

ARTS 

CENTRE 


ARTISTS from across the district 
are being asked to submit their 
work as part of a celebration of 
Maidstone’s new Hazlitt Arts Centre. 

Yourmaidstone is supporting the first birth¬ 
day events which will give one artist the 
chance to have a four-week exhibition in the 
Graham Clarke Gallery, in Earl Street. 

It is open to any one over 18, but they must 
not have exhibited before. 

The winner will be chosen from five finalists 
who will be selected in May. 

The competition is titled StARTle 2009 and 
is a combined effort by Maidstone council and 
the Hazlitt Art Centre staff to mark the first 
birthday of the centre. 

Highlights of the venue’s first year have 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


included Christmas panto Jack and the 
Beanstalk, 4 Poofs and a Piano - the live band 
on Friday Night with Jonathan Ross TV show - 
and award-winning comedian Jason Manford. 

Maidstone council’s cabinet member for 
leisure and culture, councillor Brian Moss, 
said: “The art competition is a new idea for this 
year to celebrate the birthday and I would 
encourage as many people as possible to enter 
because you could have the chance of winning 
a free exhibition.” 

Entrants entries can be in any form, from 
sculpture to work on canvas. The submissions 
will be judged and five shortlisted artists will 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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WATCH THE BIRDIE 


Golf star Dani Masters celebrated her marriage to Jon Twaites at her 
sponsor club Chart Hills on Saturday. 

The 25-year-old, from Maidstone, married Mr Twaites in a ceremony at 
Boxley Church in front of family and friends. 

The wedding party then made their way to the Chart Hills golf club to 
host the reception. The married couple are now on honeymoon in the 
Lake District - where Mr Twaites proposed. 

The bride's mother Glenis Masters told Yourmaidstone: "It was brilliant, 
the weather was gorgeous and we really couldn't have asked for a better 
day. Chart Hills was excellent and really made it extra special." 

The newlywed will take on her husband's name, but will keep her 
maiden name for her golf career. 

The golfer lost her place on the Ladies European Tour in January 
after missing the second half of last season with a back injury. 

She plans to return for the Turkish Ladies Open in May. 



Village Maidstone 

Sunday Lunch 


Plated main course Victory £7.25pp or 3 course Verve Grill Carvery £14.95pp 
Also Early Dinner Verve Grill 3 course £9.95pp 
Sky Sports and Setanta shown here in the Victory Pub 

Phone 01622 672200 Terms and conditions apply. 
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n * Lift the gloom with an aerial tour of the county. 

I See the community channel and search 'helicopter' 



Kent's 'neglected' Nobel Prize winner explains his work. 

> - J See the community channel and search 'Nobel' 



I Banking on pupils learning how to handle their money. 

_ See the community channel and search 'crunch' 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


School's track 
hopes to be in 
2012 running 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


WORK has started on a 
state-of-the-art athletics 
track in Maidstone to 
ensure it is ready for teams 
to use in training for the 
London 2012 Olympics. 

Bulldozers and a JCB digger began 
to prepare the foundations of the 
new track at Sutton Valence School, 
which will cost about £800,000, last 
Wednesday. 

The launch was attended by the 
school’s headmaster Joe Davies, 
Maidstone council cabinet member 
for leisure and culture Brian Moss, 
and Medway and Maidstone Athletics 
Club chairman Paul Alcock. 

The independent school was con¬ 
firmed as an official training centre for 
the London 2012 Olympics last year. 

It will bid to host athletics, bad¬ 
minton, basketball, fencing and 
archery teams. 

The new track will be shared 
between the school, Medway and 
Maidstone Athletic Club and other 
local athletes. 

Floodlighting 

Medway and Maidstone Athletic 
Club has 350 members aged seven to 
70, including some of Britain’s best 
prospects. It has several athletes in 
the top five in their event in this 
country. The club will use the Sutton 
Valence track on Monday to Thursday 
evenings and on Sundays. 

Mr Alcock claims the new develop¬ 
ment will be one of the finest in the 
region. 

He said: “(It is) a facility we’ve been 
looking forward to for 25 years.” 

The track, which is due to open this 
summer, is being jointly funded by 
the school and the council. 

Cllr Moss added: “The council 
supports this facility because it will 



BIG PLANS: Joe Davies (centre) flanked by 
(left) Medway & Maidstone Athletics Club 
chairman Paul Alcock and Cllr Brian Moss 

provide first-class training facilities 
for our athletes.” 

The track, floodlighting and race 
officials’ facilities are being construct¬ 
ed by West Kingsdown, Kent-based 
specialist AMB Sports and Polytan of 
Loughborough, whose clients include 
the Crystal Palace athletics stadium. 

Sutton Valence, which was founded 
in 1576, has been involved for sever¬ 
al years in initiatives to engage with 
local organisations, state schools and 
the community. 

More than 20 local cricket, football, 
hockey and other sports clubs 
already use pitches and training 
facilities at Sutton Valence. 

Other organisations also use the 
school’s theatre, opened last year by 
Dame Judi Dench, and swimming 
pool, which is also being upgraded. 

• Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


Doors close on shop 
that founded empire 

DESIGNER fashion chain Karen 
Millen closed its original store on 
Saturday after the company failed to 
secure its future. 

Members of staff at the Royal Star 
Arcade branch were told on Monday 
last week the shop which founded the 
fashion empire was closing its doors 
for good at the weekend. 

Maidstone-born designer Karen 
Millen, who now lives in Wateringbury, 
sold her self-titled chain to the Mosaic 
Group in June 2004. 

Some of the Karen Millen stores 
have been saved after Mosaic went 
into administration. 

Homes lose electricity 
for hours after failure 

THOUSANDS of families living in 
the Shepway area of Maidstone spent 
eight hours without power on Friday 
after EDF Energy suffered two faults 
in its supply network. 

After two early morning power cuts, 
the energy supplier was not able to 
get the supply back to 272 homes in 
Oxford Road. 

The company was forced to switch- 
off the power to several thousand 
customers from 1pm while engineers 
carried out urgent repairs at a 
substation in Maidstone. 

The electricity was not brought 
back on until 9.30pm. 

Final curtain for telly 
magician Ali Bongo 

A MAGICIAN who inspired the 
bizarre Adam Klaus character in the 
Jonathon Creek TV mysteries has 
died after suffering a stroke. 

Ali Bongo, real name William 
Wallace, passed away on Sunday, 
aged 79. He was educated at Sutton 
Valence School in Maidstone. 

Bongo became an advisor on David 
Nixon’s Magic Box TV show until 
1971, when he was given his own chil¬ 
dren’s show Zokko. 

The magician worked as an advisor 
on many TV shows including Doctor 
Who, The Tomorrow People and The 
Paul Daniels Magic Show. 
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Tel: 01634 813813 web:www.morrisandturner.co.uk Email: info@morrisandturner.co.uk 































































Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourmaidstone.co.uk 3 


Freight depot decision 
out of council's hands 



GATEWAY: The area of countryside under consideration for development by communities secretary Hazel Blears, inset 


Secretary of state 
to have final say 

■ BY ANNA WHITE 

COMMUNITIES secretary Hazel 
Blears will decide whether a giant 
road-rail freight depot is built on 
open countryside near Bearsted. 

Maidstone council has confirmed that an 
appeal to go straight to a public inquiry by the 
developers behind Kent International Gateway 
has been approved. 

The applicant had lodged the appeal claiming 
the local authority was taking too long to decide 
on the planning application for the depot. 

The matter will now go before the planning 
inspectorate at a public inquiry. But due to the 
high-profile nature of the depot, Secretary of 
State for Communities and Local Government 
Ms Blears has called in the matter to make the 
final decision after the inquiry. 

If the minister approves the application a 
giant road-rail freight depot, which incorpo¬ 
rates plans to install buildings for warehous¬ 
ing, distribution and offices, research, develop¬ 
ment and light industrial units, will be built on 
the site just off the M20 at Hollingboume. 

Maidstone council now has six weeks to hold 
a planning meeting to decide how it would have 
ruled on the proposal and then submit a writ¬ 


ten statement setting out its case to the plan¬ 
ning inspectorate. The 3,500 comments which 
people submitted on the proposal since it was 
first registered in October 2007 will be consid¬ 
ered when debating the application. 

The venue for the planning committee meet¬ 
ing, which will be held by April 6, will accommo¬ 
date as many people as possible to hear the 
debate, and a live webcast will be shown on the 
council’s website. 

The council’s director of prosperity and regen¬ 
eration Alison Broom said: “KIG only recently 
supplied some of the information we requested 
so it is disappointing they have appealed. 

“The planning committee will consider the 
comments submitted before it decides its posi¬ 
tion on the proposal. Representatives of local 


people will have a chance to make their views 
known to the inspector.” 

Details of the meeting are due to be released 
later this week. 

Hugh Robertson, Conservative MP for Mid 
Kent and Faversham, has been fighting to stop 
KIG going ahead. 

After learning the appeal for the KIG plan¬ 
ning application to go straight to a public 
inquiry had been approved, he said: “This is 
clearly very disappointing but not critical. 

“The key thing now is for everybody opposed 
to the development to mould their resources 
and work together so we give the government 
inspector a really clear message this develop¬ 
ment is completely unsupported and totally 
inappropriate.” 


Have you seen our 
ads on the telly? 

WE like to consider ourselves at the fore¬ 
front of bringing you the news. 

Whether it is this newspaper or our sis¬ 
ter papers Kent on Sunday and the 
Kentish Saturday Observer, KOS Media 
always strives to bring you the best. 

All our papers are free, but their popu¬ 
larity means you have to be quick to pick 
one up. However, our brilliant online edi¬ 
tions means you can read any of our 
papers on computer. Now, in an effort to 
reach even more people across the coun¬ 
ty, we’re taking our message to television. 

Our Go Green - Read it Free on Screen 
commercial started broadcasting yester¬ 
day (Tuesday). It showcases our e-edi- 
tions Kent on Sunday, Kentish Saturday 
Observer and our eight midweek Your 
Local papers. They are all available to 
read free online at kentnews.co.uk using 
our innovative page-turning technology. 

Our new commercial can also be 
viewed on YouTube or our broadband TV 
site www.yourkenttv.co.uk. 


VIEW 

yourkenttv.co.uk 
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Free family 
fun at centre 
celebration 


’Planning consent 
trade bid a costly 
waste of money' 


CONTINUED FROM FRONTPAGE 
be chosen to go through to the final 
stage and present their work on 
May 20. 

The judges will be led by Maid¬ 
stone artist Graham Clarke, and will 
include news editor of Your 
maidstone Jon Coates, Maidstone 
council’s marketing manager Vronni 
Ward, and a representative for the 
University of the Creative Arts. 

The winner of StARTle 2009 will 
be announced at 7.30pm during 
the Hazlitt’s big birthday bash, 
which will feature a performance 
by top British comedian Mark 
Steel, on Saturday, May 30, in the 
Exchange Studio. 

During the day there will be var¬ 
ious free activities and performanc¬ 
es for all of the family, which will be 
revealed in Yourmaidstone in the 
forthcoming weeks. 

A ticket for the comedy show is 
£13, for over 18s only. 

To enter work for the competition 
please send a high resolution 
image of the submission, your 
name, address, email and a short 
supporting statement to Vronni 
Ward, marketing manager, Maid¬ 
stone Borough Council, Maidstone 
House, King Street, Maidstone, 
ME15 6JQ. Closing date is May 13. 


A PARISH council has accused coun¬ 
ty planners of getting too close to 
business in an attempt to get a vil¬ 
lage bypass built cheaply. 

Wrotham Parish Council vice chair¬ 
man Cllr Pete Gillin says Kent 
County Council made costly mistakes 
which have wasted taxpayers’ money. 

The row centres on KCC accepting 
an offer from aircrete manufacturing 
firm H+H Celcon in 2003 to build the 
long-awaited Borough Green bypass 
for free in return for permission to 
build a new factory next to then- 
existing site in Ightham, which falls 
inside the protected Green Belt area. 

KCC renewed planning permis¬ 
sion which had been granted ten 
years earlier but not been acted on. 

Wrotham and Ightham parish 
councils appealed against this deci¬ 
sion on the grounds the original cer¬ 
tificate had expired in 1997, making 
it invalid. 

H+H Celcon then attempted to 
withdraw its application, which 


would have left the parish councils 
to foot the bill for the public inquiry. 

The Planning Inspectorate has 
now ruled KCC and the developer 
were at fault and ordered H+H 
Celcon to pay the parish councils 
costs up to May 11, 2007, and for 
KCC to pay the remaining amount 
and some of the company’s costs. The 
total bill is estimated at £130,000. 

Cllr Gillin said: “KCC, as the plan¬ 
ning authority, allowed themselves 
to become far too close to a multi¬ 
national company who wanted to 
trade planning consent, in a highly 
protected area of Green Belt and 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, for a 
road that if necessary should be paid 
for by public funds.” 

A KCC spokesman said: “Kent 
County Council has received a copy 
of the inspector’s decision. It’s a rela¬ 
tively complicated decision and 
there are a number of matters that 
will need to be clarified before the 
full implications can be assessed.” 
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G Plan Chloe 3str sofa in C grade fabric 
MRP £1256 


www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 


Tel: 01622 753073 
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Rock group show metal 
after death of bandmate 



PLAYING ON: VenXia are back after taking time out after the death of group founder and guitarist Dave Burns 



Charity appeal to help 
pensioners keep homes 

A CHARITY has launched an appeal to 
stop elderly people being forced out of their 
residential home because of low funds. 

The Abbeyfield Kent Society launched the 
Who Cares? appeal in front of several town 
mayors and stakeholders at the Marriot Tudor 
Park Hotel, in Maidstone, on February 27. 

The Christian charity runs nine care 
homes and seven sheltered schemes in Kent, 
including sites in Larkfield, Wateringbury 
and Old Tovil Road, Maidstone. 

Awards galore for health 
trust's top-quality services 

BENENDEN Hospital Trust has been 
named the top healthcare employer in the 
UK for the third-year running on a presti¬ 
gious list of healthcare services. 

The hospital, near Cranbrook picked up six 
awards: Top Healthcare Employer, Overall 
Winner, Top Healthcare Employer in the 
field of Work Life Balance, Top Employer 
in the field of Performance Management, 
Top Healthcare Employer in the field of 
Leadership and Top Independent Employer. 

Scheme to provide better 
choice of council housing 

A COUNTYWIDE scheme to give social 
housing residents a better choice of properties 
is being introduced by Maidstone council. 

The Kent Homechoice programme will be 
launched in the next few months. It will 
allow people to look through a range of 
available homes listed in a newsletter and 
online every two weeks. 

For more information visit www.kent 
homechoice.org.uk or call Kaks Chahal or 
Rebecca Winner on 01622 602 812. 

Primary school pupils put 
on arts show for mayor 

YOUNGSTERS wowed the Mayor of 
Maidstone when they treated her to a spe¬ 
cial arts performance. 

Children from five primary schools in the 
county town jumped on stage on Tuesday 
last week at Maidstone Town Hall to show¬ 
case their last performance. 

The show was put together by The 
Hazlitt’s Youth Theatre team, which 
worked with the children as part of a proj¬ 
ect funded by the Prince’s Trust. 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


AN UP-and-coming metal band is 
looking to win a national talent 
contest and land a recording con¬ 
tract after overcoming the death of 
a band member. 

VenXia took a six month break to grieve the 
loss of guitarist Dave Bums, who founded the 
group with school friend Ray Hughes, in a car 
crash at the start of last year. 

But after deciding to stay together as a band 
the five-piece hard-core metal act from 
Maidstone are just one step away from the 
final stage of the Live and Unsigned 
Competition. 

They have already got through a heat to get 
to the regional finals in Guildford, Surrey, on 
April 5. 

If they manage to wow the judges at this 
stage they will then go forward to the national 
final on May 10. 

VenXia have been together for about two 
years and have played numerous gigs and com¬ 
petitions in Kent - including winning 
Maidstone’s Battle of the Bands in 2007. 

The band was formed by singer and guitarist 
Ray, 23, and guitarist Dave, who both attend¬ 
ed the Cornwallis School. 

The two later recmited singer Aidan Dunn, 
21, Peter Jordan, 23, on dmms and former 
Cornwallis school-friend Lex Giggs, 23, as the 
band’s bass player. 

After taking time to get over Dave’s tragic 
death they decided he could never be replaced 
but that they wanted to keep going and found 


new guitarist Byron Gilbert, 19, and returned 
to the music scene. 

During the second-half of last year VenXia 
focused on recording music and building up a 
their following on social networking websites 
like Myspace and Facebook - attracting thou¬ 
sands of fans worldwide. 

Their gigs have started to attract high profile 
bands and clothing labels wanting to support 
them. The band now also sells its own merchan¬ 
dise for their fans to buy through Myspace. 

VenXia say they can make it big if they are 
given the chance. 

If they go through to the final and win Live 


and Unsigned 2009 they will be awarded a 
recording contract and have the chance to 
release a single. 

Lex said: "It’s a great opportunity and we are 
excited and lucky to have the chance to play 
our music in a competition of this scale. 

“But even if we don’t get further than the 
next stage, we will still carry on making the 
music we love, but it would be awesome to win. 

“There is a wide range of talent out there and 
we hope to stand out from the rest, and 
impress the judges" 

• To find out more about VenXia or to buy tickets for the 
regional final on April 5 visit www.myspace.com/venxia. 
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HUNDREDS of women spent an evening listen¬ 
ing to makeover guru Nicky Hambleton-Jones 
talk about how they could make themselves look 
younger. 

The former presenter of Channel 4’s 10 Years 
Younger TV show spoke to guests at Transform 
Cosmetic Surgery, at Turkey Mill in Ashford Road, 
Maidstone, on Thursday. 

After an audience question and answer session 
with Ms Hambleton-Jones, surgeons from the 
clinic carried out live demonstrations of non-surgi- 
cal treatments such as botox, dermal fillers and 
microdermabrasion. 

There was also a presentation about the variety 
of laser treatments the clinic has to offer. Two 
lucky women also won the chance to have a one- 


to-one consultation with Ms Hambleton-Jones. 

Penny McNab, from Harriestsham, won a per¬ 
sonal consultation and Renee Street, from 
Whitstable, won a consultation and £500 non-sur- 
gical vouchers. 

The former TV star also gave Yourketntv 
reporter Julie Maddocks an exclusive one-to-one, 
and gave her tips on how she could make herself 
look younger. 

Mrs Maddocks told Yourmaidstone the most 
asked about treatment on the night was cosmetic 
dental surgery, such as teeth whitening. 

Guests left the evening with goody bags filled 
with fashion and beauty products including 
Sculptura lip balms, Restalyne post treatment 
creams and discount vouchers for Myla Underwear. 


^ $ yourkenttv.co.uk 

(JJ) newspapers (§) websites Q online tv 






Your local LeisureTV Channel 


To advertise your business in your Local 
paper, Local website and online TV, 
telephone our team on 01303 817000. 



Start living thr drtam... 



• Ceramic wall & floor tiles 

• Slate, marble, glass 

& porcelain 

• Underfloor heating 
• Free parking 


• Closed Mondays, 
Tues-Fri 9am-5pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm 
• Unique home 
selection service 



TILE 

p 

CELLAR 


WHY PAY MORE AT A SUPERSTORE 

Unit 3, Unit 11, Warmlake 

The Old Brewery Business Est, 

Buckland Road, Maidstone Road, Sutton 

Maidstone, Kent Valence, Maidstone, 

ME16 0DZ Kent ME17 3LQ 

Tel: 01622 691759 Tel: 01622 844211 


Email: rockstroceramics@btconnect.com www.thetilecellar.co.uk 


@ yourmaidstone.co.uk 

The latest news, sport, TV, chat, entertainment and 
information in your local area, available online. 
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DISPLAYS: Airfield will stage Combined Ops - Military Vehicle and Vintage Aircraft weekend in August 

Military craft 
to combine for 
weekend show 


A NEW event combining military 
vehicles and vintage aircraft is set 
to launch this summer. 

The Invicta Military Vehicle Preservation 
Society (IMPS) has teamed up with 
Headcorn Aerodrome to present the 
Combined Ops - Military Vehicle and 
Vintage Aircraft weekend. 

The title Combined Ops is taken from an 
old military term used when two services, 
like the Army and RAF, would join forces 
during war. 

The airfield will stage displays by military 
vehicles, and vintage military and civil air¬ 
craft, including famous Second World War 
planes and tanks. 

There will also be militaria stalls, food and a 
beer tent during the weekend of August 15 to 16. 

Spectators will be treated to fly-in arena 
action, reconstructions of tank and armour 
battles, plus living history displays. 

The airfield has its own museum on site, 
which will tie in with the da/s events. 

This is first time IMPS has worked along¬ 
side Headcorn Aerodrome and the societ/s 
spokesman Nigel Hay says they are looking 
forward to the event. 

He said: “The aerodrome has a historic 
background, as have we, and there is a long 
history of synergising aircraft and military 
vehicles. 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


“I think it is a great combination and we 
hope it attracts a lot of public attention, as it 
will be a great day out for families.” 

Jamie Freeman, from Headcorn Aerodrome, 
said: “The IMPS picked us because we have a 
strong history with military vehicles - we 
even have our own history museum. 

‘We are very excited they have chosen to 
come and it would be great to see families 
coming along to see the show, we are hoping 
to price tickets as low as possible to encour¬ 
age people to come along.” 

IMPS already has a strong connection with 
Maidstone dating back 27 years and hosts 
the War and Peace Show every year at the 
Hop Farm, in Paddock Wood, which this year 
falls on July 22 to 26. 

Mr Hay added: “The IMPS chairman, Jim 
Baxter, and I both want to stress the War and 
Peace Show is still going strongly ahead and 
this is just a new and exciting event for us.” 

The Combined Ops weekend opens on both 
days at 10am. 

Tickets for adults will cost £7, children £4, 
senior citizens £4, children aged up to seven 
go in free, and a family ticket is £15. 

• For more information call Malcolm on 01303 267271, or 
07780993018, or email mgdunlop@aol.com. 


Training highlights 
from hairdressers 

YOURMAIDSTONE reporter Anna White 
became a trainee hairdresser for a day as 
part of National Apprentice Week. 

Lau Hairdressers in Gabriel’s Hill, 
Maidstone, opened its doors to her to give a 
glimpse into the lives of its five apprentices. 

Watch this video clip to see salon manag¬ 
er Shelley Baynard teaching apprentice 
Amy Meering how to highlight hair and 
hear them talk about the benefits of on-the- 
job training. 


VIEW THIS CLIP ON 

yourkenttv.co.uk 
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I HEWS I N BRIEF 

Vital funds to save church 

A GRADE-II listed church has been 
awarded nearly £170,000 for urgent repairs 
to its roof. 

St Peter and St Paul’s Church, in 
Leyboume, was chosen as one of 12 churches 
in Kent to receive a share of £1,777,000 
English Heritage funding. 

The £169,000 windfall from the organisa¬ 
tions’ Repair Grants for Places of Worships 
scheme go towards repairs to the damaged 
roof, which has been estimated at £280,000. 

The roof has deteriorated so much that it 
has started to fall into the building. 

About £20,000 was raised by people spon¬ 
soring one of the new 2,000 roof tiles needed 
and the church also received a £10,000 grant 
from Friends of Kent Churches organisation. 

Other fund-raising efforts in the community 
and the heritage grant means the organisation 
needs to find about £43,000 to finish the repairs. 

Friar Matthew Buchan said: “We are 
delighted with the generosity the English 
Heritage has shown us. Without them we 
would struggle to repair this historic and 
beautiful building.” 


Mallett to hit town again 

I’M A Celebrity star Timmy Mallett is set to 
return to Maidstone after his appearance 
last year was a smash hit. 

The former presenter of children’s show 
Wacaday will host charity event It’s a 
Knockout! for a second time at Mote Park on 
Sunday May 31. 

Teams of up to ten people are being sought 
to join in the fun. Each team member needs 
to raise £100 in sponsorship. 

Proceeds will go to Children Today - a char¬ 
ity which helps disabled children and young 
people achieve their full potential. 

Rod tribute curries favour 

A ROD Stewart tribute act wowed the crowds 
at a charity cuny dinner and helped raise 
£400 for a charity. 

Hi Kent, the count/s charity for deaf and 
hard of hearing people, received the 
cheque at The Raja of Kent restaurant in 
Maidstone. 

During the evening on February 25, Paul 
Metcalfe, who is regarded as the countr/s 
leading Rod Stewart tribute act, had diners 
dancing and singing along to all Rod’s hits. 

The next tribute night at The Raja, in Union 
Street, will be a Michael Jackson show on 
March 25. 


BEBODIBEAUTIE 

ESTABLISHED LASER CLINIC IN KENT 

Laser hair removal 
Skin rejuvenation 
Fat and cellulite reduction 
Beauty & holistic therapys 
Thread vein removal 
Cosmetic procedures 

FREE consultations 



Broadway Centre 
MAIDSTONE 

01622 679222 


70 High Street 
BROADSTAIRS 

01843 866833 


G) ^ 

BODILIGHT 

AESTHETIC BEAUT/ CUN'C 

20% OFF 

Your first treatment on 
production of this advert 

Terms & conditions apply 
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This amazing deal can't last! 



postpaid 

. buy from just 

£325 poll 


(APR 5.19%) and we can 
even help arrange your 
mortgage too 


1 and 2 bedroom apartments, 
100% price from £99,995 

FIRST TIME BUYERS, 

BUY 75% FROM JUST 

£ 74,995 


•NO STAMP DUTY or LEGAL PEES 


c 


ARTERRA 

Whitstable Road Faversham ME13 3BG 

At these unbeatable prices you can own your own home 
and save money! Stylish apartments and houses in the 
heart of this charming market town. 


*With Hying your new home is 100% 
yours but you pay for just 75% of the cost now. 

Our I.F.A. can help arrange a 75% L.T.V. 
mortgage and we'll lend you the outstanding 
25% balance rent-free for up to 10 years, that 
counts as your deposit. After 10 years, or 
when you sell your home, you simply pay 
back the 25% balance of your homes' market 
value at that time. 


Call 

0800 883 8112 


Search 

fairview.co.uk 


Open Daily 
10am - 5pm 


Fairview 

NEW HOMES Ltd. 


Typical example: Purchase price: £99,995. You initially pay just 75%: £74,995. Pay no rent or interest on the other 25% until the 10th anniversary of the purchase or subsequent re-sale, whichever occurs earlier. *0ffer is available on selected apartments for a limited period subject to agreement and 
contract, terms and conditions apply. The availability of any incentive is strictly subject to utilising the services of a Fairview approved I.F.A. and panel solicitor/licenced conveyancer. Offer not in conjunction with any other incentive. Mortgage rates are approximate only based on an interest only loan of 
£74,995 at 5.19% APR based on a fixed rate for 2 years. Subject to status, please check with your I.F.A. for a mortgage offer that suits your circumstances. Please note you will have to pay your own arrangement fees. Prices correct at time of publication. Photography of Arterra. 
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yourweather 

* WEATHER UPDATES 24 HOURS A DAY @ www.kentnews.co.uk 


SPONSORED BY 


norfolk 


00(1•-ou 


TODAY'S FORECAST 



FIVE-DAY KENT FORECAST 



Thur 

Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

Mon 

Ashford 

ire 

12°C 

12°C 

12°C 

12°C 

Canterbury 

9°C 

10°C 

12°C 

ire 

10°C 

Chatham 

10°C 

10°C 

12°C 

10°C 

ire 

Dartford 

ire 

12°C 

13°C 

12°C 

12°C 

Dover 

9°C 

9°C 

10°C 

10°C 

10°C 

Faversham 

10°C 

10°C 

12°C 

10°C 

ire 

Folkestone 

9°C 

9°C 

10°C 

10°C 

10°C 

Gillingham 

10°C 

10°C 

12°C 

10°C 

ire 


Gravesend 

Thur 

ire 

Fri 

12°C 

Sat 

13°C 

Sun 

12°C 

Mon 

12°C 

| Maidstone 

ire 

ire 

12°C 

12°C 

12°C 

Ramsgate 

9°C 

10°C 

12°C 

ire 

10°C 

Rochester 

10°C 

10°C 

12°C 

10°C 

ire 

Sevenoaks 

9°C 

10°C 

11°C 

10°C 

10°C 

SittingbournelOC 

10°C 

12°C 

10°C 

ire 

Tonbridge 

ire 

12°C 

12°C 

12°C 

ire 

Tun Wells 

ire 

12°C 

12°C 

12°C 

ire 


WEEKEND 
W HIGH TIDES 


Chatham 

Saturday 

2:52pm 

film 

Sunday 

3:25pm 

5.9m 

Dover 

Saturday 

103pm 

6.5m 

Sunday 

1:36pm 

6.4m 

Dungeness 

Saturday 

103pm 

7.6m 

Sunday 

1:39pm 

73m 

Ramsgate 

Saturday 

1:33pm 

5.0m 

Sunday 

2:06pm 

4.8m 

Sheerness 

Saturday 

2:42pm 

5.8m 

Sunday 

3:15pm 

5.6m 

Whitstable 

Saturday 

2:56pm 

5.2m 


Sunday 

3:24pm 

film 


AROUND THE 



WORLD YESTERDAY 

Amsterdam 

7°C 

Madrid 

15°C 

Athens 

16°C 

New York 

14°C 

Barcelona 

15°C 

Paris 

10°C 

Beijing 

8°C 

Rome 

14°C 

Bombay 

32°C 

Sydney 

22°C 

Cape Town 

31°C 

Tenerife 

20°C 

Cardiff 

9°C 

Tokyo 

11°C 

Gibraltar 

16°C 

Vancouver 

5°C 

Hong Kong 

17°C 

Warsaw 

4°C 

Las Palmas 

20°C 

Wellington 

17°C 



ROUND THE BEND: Crayford dog track has changed days 

Friday night now the new 
night for a trip to the dogs 

TOP dogs will soon be bounding out of the 
traps at Crayford on Friday nights - in a 
major change to the track’s weekly meets. 

The established racetrack is switching its 
Monday night meet to Friday and is deter¬ 
mined to attract more people from Kent. 

The last Monday meet will be held on April 6 
and the first Friday one on April 17. 

To mark the move, racetrack chiefs have low¬ 
ered the meal deal ticket for both Friday and 
Saturday nights. A three-course meal, including 
entry and a race card, will cost £27.50 per head, 
down from the old Saturday night price of £33. 

Crayford Greyhound Track’s marketing 
manager Diana Illingworth said: “The move 
from Monday to Friday is a big change for us, 
but it puts all of our weekly races at the end of 
the week. We’ll have the three matinees - 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday - as well as 
Friday and Saturday nights. 

‘We’re really looking forward to it and hope 
we’ll tempt more corporate visitors to enjoy a 
night out at our racetrack. 

‘We’ll be listening to our customers’ needs 
and develop the new Friday night accordingly.” 

The first Friday race will get underway at 
7.30pm. Gates open at 6.15pm. Entry costs £6 
per person and includes a race card. 

For more information visit www.crayford.com. 


What could a professionally 
made video do for 

your business? 



Yourkenttv video 
services can add great 
value to your website, 
or promotional campaign 
at a price to suit all budgets. 


KOS 

media 

Award Winning Company 


For more details telephone 
Richard Purvis on 

01303 817071 


*A*| rated energy efficient 

windows... at (*C*| rated prices! 



Energy Saving Windows will reduce the impact of Co 2 
emissions on the environment and also cut the cost of 
your heating bills. 

We have now achieved certification to provide the 
industry maximum ‘A’ Rated Energy Saving Windows. 



To celebrate, we wish to extend our energy 
conservation to you by offering ‘A* Rated Energy 
Windows at *C Rated prices. 

This genuine offer ends 31st March. For further details 
visit our showsites or call us on the number below. 


Scare ene/yy today mdL prepare for tomorrow. 


SHOWSITES 

Polhill Garden Centre, London Rd 
Badgers Mount, Sevenoaks. 

Newnham Court Shopping Village 
Bearsted Road, Maidstone. 


Call: 0800 449988 FlNELlNE. 

www.finelinewindows.co.uk 


WINDOWS • DOORS • CONSERVATORIES 
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yourlocal interview 



Q 


Tell us a little bit about yourself 


A I’m the general manager at Mote House 
retirement village, having worked in the 
hotel and catering industiy since I did work 
experience aged 15. My background has given 
me a greater understanding of how important 
team work and the contribution each member of 
staff makes. Hospitality is what I do best and I 
relish the challenges that each day presents. 

Q Why did you decide to move away from the hotel indus¬ 
try intoAudley? 

A Throughout my career within the hotel 
industry I have taken a hands-on approach 
but Audley brings that concept one stage fur¬ 
ther by providing homeowners with a lifestyle 
that can provide every service you could think 
of at your fingertips. It’s my responsibility to 
ensure that these expectations are met and it 
was a challenge that I couldn’t refuse. 

Q Which aspects of your experience in the hotel industry 
have you taken with you to Audley? 

A Business strategy, organisational manage¬ 
ment and exceeding levels of customer 
service are vital in my new role. 

#|What do you find most rewarding in your role as gener- 
l^al manager at Mote House? 

A I’ve been lucky to come in at the start of the 
project and see firsthand the wonderful 


preservation work that has been carried out 
on the site. Mote House will be stunning when 
it’s completed and I can’t wait to experience 
the buzzing and thriving community that will 
evolve here. 

Q Tell us about the development of Grade II listed Mote 
House into an Audley Retirement Village. 

A Mote House is a beautiful Grade II listed 
mansion, which had been neglected. Audley 
is renovating the house to become the focal point 
of the luxury retirement village containing a 
range of superb facilities which you would 
expect to see in a countiy house hotel. All Audley 
residents automatically become members of the 
Audley Club and will have access to a quality 
restaurant, bistro bar, library and health and 
well-being centre including a splash pool, thera¬ 
py rooms and even a hair salon. 

A Are you going to maintain the building's historic charac- 
Uter? 

Definitely, Mote House is an important asset 
for Maidstone and my team and I are passion¬ 
ate about it. We’re working closely with 
English Heritage at every stage of the restora¬ 
tion, ensuring the original features are pre¬ 
served or replicated in cases of severe damage. 


Q 


How many residents do you currently have? 


0 Ha 
1 wa 

We 


A We currently have four residents and a num¬ 
ber of people looking to purchase once we’ve 
launched Gatehouse Lodge in the spring. 


a 


What is life like for residents at Mote House? 


| Have you received a good response since Mote House 
was launched? 

Ve have received an excellent response to 
date. 


A The Audley village will consist of 86 tradi¬ 
tionally-built spacious homes, ideal for the 
over 55s who want to live in their own home 
whilst enjoying the benefits of a country house 
hotel. There will be plenty of social opportuni¬ 
ties such as theatre trips, themed dining and 
health classes. 

Q What makes Mote House different to any other retire¬ 
ment village? 

A lts unique location on the outskirts of Kent’s 
county town. The Grade II-listed Georgian 
mansion is the focal point, housing the Audley 
Club facilities and which will contain our exclu¬ 
sive Audley Club. The result is a small village 
that’s part of the local community, yet boasts 24- 
hour security. There is also a team of on-site staff 
to help you as and when you require. 

Q How can people find out more about Audley retirement 
and Mote House? 

A Information is available at www.audleyre- 
tirement.co.uk, and the Marketing Suite is 
open daily from 10am to 5pm. 


The general manager at Audley Mote House talks to Anna White about the renovation of the Grade II 
listed mansion, what people can expect from it and what life is like for the over 55s at the retirement village 


DON'T MISS OUR. 


MARCH 


EVENINGS 

12 HORSTED, CHATHAM 
16 CITY WAY ROCHESTER 
19 OAKWOOD PARK, MAIDSTONE 

ALL 17.30 TO20.00 


01634 402020 

www.midkent.ac. uk 


l 
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» 
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MidKent College 
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© Food for Kent website is Folkestone is rocked by Go Green - Read It Free Students talk about Police launch crackdown 

launched by KOS Media. another earthquake. On Screen TV commercial. Marlowe Academy Fashion on drivers not wearing 

Search 'food' Search 'earthquake' Search 'green' Show. Search 'Marlowe' seatbelts. Search 'police' 


CHOICE 

You can view all these 
videos and others from 
around the county with 
the click of a mouse at... 

yourkenttv.co.uk 


Historic tour had me flying 
high out of economic gloom 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


IN these darkened days of almost 
apocalyptic credit crunch misery 
there’s precious little to put a smile 
on our frown-filled faces. 

The housing market is in freefall, the banks 
have posted record billion pound losses and 
thousands of workers are being made redun¬ 
dant nationwide each day. Gillingham FC will 
probably miss out on promotion too. 

In these desperate times it’s important to seek 
out moments of positivity - things which will 
hopefully help turn that frown upside down. 

My pick-me-up came by way of an hour-long 
helicopter tour of Kent. 

The county boasts a plethora of historic land¬ 
marks and seeing them in all their glory from 
1,500ft was simply breathtaking. 

During the county-wide tour we cruised over 
sites such as Canterbury Cathedral and Leeds 
Castle, taking in the picturesque sights from 
the comfort of our £1 million chopper - previous¬ 
ly owned by ‘80s electro legends Depeche Mode 
no less. 

There is something strangely relaxing in look¬ 
ing down at the world from on high - with the 
unfamiliar view of familiar towns, motorways, 
castles, harbours and so forth rendering myself 
and my fellow passengers speechless. 

The Kent tour took us in a giant circle, start¬ 
ing at Rochester Airport before heading east to 
Whitstable, then on to Canterbury, Dover, 
Cranbrook, Tonbridge, Sevenoaks and 
Maidstone before returning to base. 

At each location we slowly circled popular 
tourist attractions. 

Dover was a particular high-point of the flight, 



HIGH POINTS: The county boasts a plethora of historic landmarks and seeing them in all their glory from 1,500ft was 
simply breathtaking including Leeds Castle (above) and the cathedral in Canterbury (above right) Pictures tony stigle 


with the clear blue skies giving a spectacular 
view of the Channel as ferries made their way to 
the Continent. 

Dover Castle and the White Cliffs also shim¬ 
mered in the sunshine. 

The sights between each town were just as 
impressive. Acres of green fields stretched out 
into the distance, dissected by snaking motor¬ 
ways and major roads. 

Luxury mansions and manor houses - seem¬ 
ingly inaccessible by road - also peppered the 
rolling countryside. 

Intermittent cloud cover plunged swathes of 
the county into darkness, while dozens of rays of 
sunlight fought their way through the darkness, 
shining dots of light on the ground below. 

Such overpowering sights block out the con¬ 
stant whirr of the helicopter blades. 

The tour was by AV8 Helicopters, based at 
Rochester Airport, and cost £150 per person. 

Describing its Hellfire Tour, an AV8 


spokesman said: ‘We invite you to experience 
the sights that gave Hellfire Comer it’s name. 
Take off from Rochester Airport and fly along 
the famous White Cliffs of Dover. 

“You can see the gun emplacements, shell 
holes and fly over historic Dover Castle. We 
progress along the coast to Folkestone where the 
Battle of Britain Memorial stands out at Capel- 
Le-Feme and you get an idea what RAF and 
Luftwaffe Pilots must have felt in their Spitfires 
and ME109’s as they battled for supremacy dur¬ 
ing the Battle of Britain. 

We take in Hawkinge, a World War II fighter 
airfield, before turning in-land passing over 
many other historical sites on the way to view 
the home of Winston Churchill at Chartwell, 
then return along the North Kent coast passing 
the majestic Canterbury Cathedral and return 
to Rochester.” 

For more information visit www.av8helicop- 
ters.co.uk or call 01634 672288. 


VIEW THIS CLIP ON 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

LOCALfTVl ONLINE 



^ $ yourkenttv.co.uk 

(JJ) newspapers (§) websites Q online tv 






For information and advice on travelling 
in Kent and for all our traffic regulation 
orders, please see the Saturday Observer 
or the Kent on Sunday or visit our 
website at www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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BREAK TIME 



PAMPERED: Students Holly Lyndon-Love, Dianne 
Learmouth and Stevie Curry throw in a shoulder 
and head massage for Sappers Alex Nazarus, 
Adam Noon and John Bowley 

Snippers take their 
scissors to Sappers 

HAIR design students were faced with a 
new challenge when their usual models 
were swapped for soldiers. 

Groups of level three hair design learn¬ 
ers from MidKent College in Oakwood 
Park, Maidstone, and the City Way cam¬ 
pus, Rochester, demonstrated their bar- 
bering skills at Invicta Park Barracks in 
Maidstone on February 25. 

The trainee hairdressers cut the hair to 
army regulations, and offered complimen- 
taxy head and shoulder massages, with 
all of the profits going to the Help the 
Heroes charity and Cancer Research UK. 

Tracy Davies, programme area leader 
for hair design courses at MidKent, was 
thrilled to see the students cutting the 
gents’ hair: “The students have been 
totally focused on a hair show they are 
organising for early April, doing plenty of 
cutting and colouring for ladies, but tradi¬ 
tional barbering like this offers an alter¬ 
native challenge - particularly when the 
hair has to be cut to Army requirements.” 


Celebration engineers a 
young interest in science 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 

STUDENTS have been immersed 
in a week-long celebration of sci¬ 
ence and engineering as part of a 
nationwide scheme. 

Pupils at Invicta Grammar School have 
been doing a range of fun and intriguing activ¬ 
ities using science, technology and engineering 
from last Friday until this Friday as part of 
National Science and Engineering Week. 

The scheme started off with the Water World 
activity, including a live demonstration lec¬ 
ture, with a Biology: Dissection session on 
Monday and today. 

Yesterday morning there was a demonstra¬ 
tion on the Magic of Chemistry and in the 
afternoon three students from University of 
Kent visited to present their latest findings 
and disperse any science myths. 

The students will be able to test how high 
their Bouncy Custard Balls will bounce tomor¬ 
row morning, before they become forensic 
DNA scientists in the afternoon. 

To finish off the week the pupils will take 
part in a University Challenge on Friday 
where they will have the chance to show off 
their knowledge and win prizes. 

Invicta Grammar School is one of eight 
schools in the Maidstone area that is aiming to 
increase the number of youngsters taking up 
science courses and careers. 

In October last year the three-year-long 
Growing Scientist project was launched at The 
Friars, after industry bosses appealed for more 
interest in the subjects. 

Schools which have been hosting science- 



HANDS ON FUN: Invicta Grammar pupils at a space camp held earlier this year as one of the many science events 


related events include Maidstone Girls 
Grammar, Maidstone Grammar, Sutton 
Valence School, Maplesden Noakes School, 
Astor of Hever School, Oakwood Park 
Grammar School and St Simon Stock School. 

Events have included a Space Camp, where 
students built and tested their own flying 
machines, and worked in teams to construct 
Mars rovers, landing crafts and solar ovens. 


Later this year the pupils will be visited by 
specialist space schools to learn about chemi¬ 
cal rocketry, space robotics and an ‘E-mission’, 
among others. 

During the second year students will be able 
to take part in a CSI forensics day, followed by 
specialist lessons including forensic chemistry 
and DNA profiling. Activities for the third year 
are still being planned. 


SEND your schools news and pictures to y(Mimiaidstone^l<osiiie<ia.co.ul{. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to www.yourkeitttv.co.uk 



UK 

SIONEMPORTS, 

Granite . Sandstone . Limestone . Slate . Marble m 



Compare our prices 
you won’t find better 


Visit our website to view our extensive range of products 
www.ukstoneimports.com 


Natural Stone Paving, Patio, Driveway 
and Landscaping Products 

Here at UK Stone Imports we supply to both the 
private and commercial market place. If you are 
a homeowner or a business owner our sales staff 
can guide you through selecting the right 
material for your requirements. We can advise 
you on any project you may be undertaking or 
planning as we have many years experience in 
hardlandscaping. 

We import and deliver some of the world's finest 
stone at competitive rates. We supply 
sandstone, limestone, granite setts and slate 
along with a variety of outdoor living items. 

Contact us today for more information 

01227 713832 

email us at enquiries@ukstoneimports.com 

UK Stone Imports Limited - Stone Court, Stone Way, 
Lakesview Business Park, Hersden, Kent. CT3 4GP 



For information and advice 
on travelling in Kent and for 
all our traffic regulation 
orders, please see the 
Saturday Observer or the 
Kent on Sunday or visit 
our website at 

www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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Massive response 
to our campaign 


A HUGE response has greeted the 
first week of our Buy Local 
Produce campaign - with suppli¬ 
ers, shoppers and even star names 
flocking to get behind it. 

It seems everyone is embracing the concept 
of buying locally produced food and drink - 
and in doing so supporting the grassroots 
economy. 

The Buy Local Produce campaign aims to 
support rural communities by calling on our 
readers to demand locally sourced and pro¬ 
duced goods; to shop from farmers’ markets 
and farm shops; to insist restaurants put the 
best in local produce on their menu. 


■ BY CHRIS BRITCHER 

To spearhead the campaign we have 
launched the website www.foodforkent.co.uk, 
where you can now buy all your family’s food 
and drink needs in one place. What’s more, 
the prices can even save you money in these 
tough, recession-hit times. 

We’ve teamed up with a host of Kent’s best- 
known suppliers of vegetables, fruit, fish, 
meat, breads, wine and beer to already offer 
an unbeatable one-stop shop of the best of the 
Garden of England. All of the products encap¬ 
sulate what buying local means. By not being 
transported hundreds of miles from our 
farms to distribution centres around the UK 



Tb see this clip search for food q 0 behind the scenes 
@y ° ur e ^ DXO.uk offoodforkeil t. C o.uk 
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WE WANT you to feel completely confident using our great 
new service - so why not take a glimpse behind the scenes 
and hear directly from the people behind the www.food- 
forkent.co.uk site themselves? 

We sent a video crew down from our sister website - the 
free, broadband TV www.yourkenttv.co.uk. 

Presenter Julie Maddocks took to the great outdoors to 
meet the people behind the project, the producers deliver¬ 
ing their goods - and the care taken in packing your goods 
ready to be delivered direct to your door. 

• To access the clip, simply visit www.yourkenttv.co.uk 
and enter the word 'food' in the search bar. Then click on 
the clip headlined 'www.foodforkent.co.uk'. 


and then back down to our supermarkets, the food 
from www.foodforkent.co.uk is packed with fresh¬ 
ness. What’s more, aside from flavours that pack a 
punch and tastes which tantalise the tongue, the 
lack of processing and travelling means all the 
nutrients and goodness remain, so it’s better for 
you too. If there are fewer food miles, then the 
environment also benefits. 

And if Kent’s economy enjoys a boom, then we’re 
helping safeguard the businesses, jobs and tradi¬ 
tions on which our county’s heritage is built. 

For now our team behind the site - who have 
years of experience in sourcing, delivering and 
maintaining relations with established, reputable 
local suppliers - are ensuring those who have been 
in touch fulfil our tough criteria of quality, health 
and safety; price, value, reliability of supply and, of 
course, ensuring the produce comes from Kent. 

So why not try the site for yourself today? Filling 
up your online basket could not be easier. Just 
browse the variety of products available and with 
a click of the mouse you can start adding them to 
your order. It couldn’t be simpler. Log-on today at 
www.foodforkent.co.uk. 

The Buy Local Produce campaign is supported 
by Produced in Kent, the non-profit organisation 
backed by KCC and Hadlow College. 




+£ 12.63 

Basket price 
com p arison 

Sample baskets contain: Granary bread, two pints milk, 

4 x 150ml yoghurts, 4 x Spitfire Beer (500ml), 500g Red 
Grapes, 1kg Gala apples, 1kg Conference pears, 4 x oranges, 

1 x large mango, 1kg clementines, 2kg potatoes, 1kg onions, 
lkg carrots, 1 x Savoy cabbage, 1 x red cabbage, 1kg broccoli, 
500g purple sprouting, 1 x cauliflower, 600g chicken thighs, 
500g pork sausages, 250g back bacon, 500g braising steak. 
Date: 24 February 2009. Source mysupermarket.com. 

Closest match applied. Excludes Express and Metros. 
Excludes delivery charge. 

Red number indicates price difference. 



For information and advice on travelling in 
Kent and for all our traffic regulation orders, 
please see the Saturday Observer or the 
Kent on Sunday or visit our website at 

www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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Mothers day Special 

Set Menu £ 9-80 

Children £5 

A La Carte Menu also available 
Book early to avoid dissapointment 



i £5 DINNER ! 

k VOUCHER >j 

Spend £15 or 
more in our ! 

restaurant ! 

(upstairs) and J 

receive £5 off ; 

your total bill 
with this voucher 

*Average spend per each j 

customer , 

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Valid to use in our restaurant upstairs on 
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday only. Present this voucher 
to receive £5 off your total bill when you spend an average of £15 or 
more per each customer. This voucher cannot be used for lunch menu 
or bar menu. One voucher per person. No change given. No cash 
alternative. 10% Service Charge will be added to your bill. Only 
original voucher will be accepted. This voucher cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer, promotion or promotion menu. 

Expires: Valid until 19th March 2009 inclusive. 

01622 686683 

83 - 84 Bank Street 
Maidstone Kent MEM 1SD 






"\ 


online TV as it happens 


Watch the latest web IV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 
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ney Matters Guid 


100s of money saving ideas 

Money off vouchers 

Discounts galore from local trades 

Look stylish and save money 

Eating out doesn't need to be expensive 

The return of the caravan holiday 

Mortgage payments down and you save 


Why going green saves business cash 
Spectacular money off vouchers 
Drive the right car for style and savings 
Credit ideas to make money go further 


Your 28 page pull out starts on page 23 

Thrive not survive... 

Start saving visit: 

www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

to download vouchers from our 
great saving booklets 







SMMHGS VOUCHER BOOK 

LEISURE, FOOD & DRINK 

vouchersforkent.co.uk 


If you would like details on how you can include your business on vouchers for Kent, telpehone today on 01303 817150 
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yourmaidstoneblogger 

Each week we get a mystery writer to air their views on living in and around Maidstone... 



It's crunch time for our guilt 
donating on Red Nose Day 


FEELING guilty is something I am 
very good at. In fact, it’s something 
of a speciality subject of mine. 

If I feel like any of my actions has prompted 
hassle for someone it gives me a pang of pain. 
It’s really quite annoying. But also very British. 

And on Friday we will all be feeling guilty for 
a variety of different reasons. Because Friday 
is Comic Relief Day. 

Now, on the face of it, this should be a case of 
celebration. Of light-hearted fundraising 
which helps put a smile on our face and a glow 
in our heart. The reality will, for me at least, 
be an evening of getting emotionally scarred 
and made to feel as guilty as guilty can be. 

I doubt I will be alone. After all, it’s by min¬ 
ing the deep seam of our collective British 
guilt that ends up with the charities raising so 
many tens of millions of pounds. 

Friday, for example, will go something like this. 

You will wake up and find every BBC radio 


and TV show from local to national with an 
obligatory ‘zany’ section injected into it. It will 
be vaguely amusing on BBC One, over the top 
on Radio 1 and just plain unfunny by the time 
you’ve tuned in to Radio Kent. 

As you stroll to work you will pass people in 
‘hilarious’ fancy dress collecting cash in buck¬ 
ets. You will give money because you hope it 
will address your guilt for the day. 

It won’t. By about mid-afternoon you will 
think you should be doing something to help 
out the national effort - and so collect or just 
donate to an inevitable collection in the office. 

By the time you get back home and put your 
feet up to watch the telly, Comic Relief will 
already be a few quid better off thanks to your 
generosity. 

Then you’ll tune into BBC One. You’ll be 
tricked at first by watching Dr Who touch down 
in Albert Square or some such silliness. And 
you’ll hover for just a few moments too long. 
Before you know it they’ll be cutting to Billy 
Connolly in a poor African village. You’ll think 


‘ah Billy Connolly, he’s always funny isn’t he?’. 
It will be a mistake. The story he will highlight 
will be of unbelievable deprivation and sadness. 
It may have an uplifting ending, but it will rip 
your guts out with a guilt trip which will reduce 
you to a blubbering mess. 

You’ll feel so guilty you’ll start thinking how 
you must get the debit card out and fire up 
your laptop for a bit of online donating. 

By the time you’ve seen a couple more of 
these films you’ll be happy to donate a lung if 
it means these people get whatever it is to ease 
their suffering. 

But the difference this year is a very different 
sort of guilt. And that is of simply not having 
the spare money to give a decent slice to chari¬ 
ty. And that is a guilt which will be hard to bear. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: All blogs are supplied with full 
name and address of the authors. They do not 
reflect the view of the newspaper but are designed 
to give our readers the chance to air their views. 


GET IN TOUCH. 


We want to hear your views 

O EMAIL: Letters, comments, 

views (along with your name) to: 
yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 



TEXT: MAID then your 
message to: 818000 (please 
remember to include you name) 


in IIS KNOW. 


If there is a story in your area you think we 
should be covering contact the news editor, 
Jon Coates, on 01303 817048 or email him 
on the details above. If you want to be the next 
Maidstone blogger then all you have to do is 
submit an article to us (of around 550 words) 
and email it to the news editor. And don't 
forget, for all the latest news and video from 
your town log-on to www.yourmaidstone.co.uk. 

Write to The Editor, Yourmaidstone, KoS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

• We cannot guarantee all articles will be published and all are at the editor's discretion 



at Bluewater 




Bluewater offers an unrivalled choice of restaurants, 


cafes and bars for a perfect Mother's Day treat. 


BITZ & PIZZA CARLUCCIO'S ED'S EASY DINER 

JOHN LEWIS: CAFE BAR & PLACE TO EAT LOCH FYNE 

NANDO'S PIZZA HUT T.G.I. FRIDAY'S 


l\ 


There's shopping...and there's BluCWcLtGr 


www.bluewater.co.uk 
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yourletters 


LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourmaidstone, Apple Bam, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent 
TN256SR 



TEXT: Why not text your view/letter/comment for Yourmaidstone to 81800 text MAID followed 
by a space your name and your view/letter/comment Messages cost 25p plus standard network 
charges. Service provided by g8wave London N7 
EMAIL: Email your letters to us at yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


TALK TIME 

KAREN 
WILLIAMS 

The manager of the 
award-winning 
Mulberry Tree 
restaurant in Boughton 
Monchelsea tells us why 
they pride themselves 
on using Kent produce 

Tell us about the cuisine and atmosphere 
at the Mulberry Tree? 

We serve modem, English cuisine using all local and sea¬ 
sonal produce on a daily changing menu. The suppliers are 
listed on the back of our menu, so that customers can see 
where the produce comes from. We have created a 
relaxed and informal atmosphere at The Mulberry Tree, 
serving excellent quality food at affordable prices. 

Recently named Kent's Best Restaurant at 
the Taste of Kent awards, can you tell us 
why the judges picked you as the winner? 

We pride ourselves on using as much of our produce as 
possible from Kent. We even have an entire cheese board 
made of Kentish cheeses. We believe we were picked 
because we are serving some of the best food in Kent, in 
welcoming and friendly surroundings. 

How will you maintain the title? 

By constantly looking at our product, never be complacent 
and making sure we are serving what the customer wants 
and evolving to suit the market. 

Has the Mulberry Tree been affected by 
the current economic downturn? 

Being such a new business it is very difficult to tell, but I am 
sure we are, as everyone is. We are up 20 per cent so far on 
this time last year and are keeping our overheads to a min¬ 
imum. It is survival of the fittest, and we're doing every¬ 
thing to come out of the recession with a strong business. 



YOUR LETTERS 


ouncil 
a false economy 

The news that Kent County 
Council has voted to cut the pay 
of its workers is hardly a sur¬ 
prise but it is a decision that 
must be condemned. 

Council workers have been 
offered just one per cent against 
current inflation rates of around 
three per cent. 

frtimes of economic recession 
KCC needs to inject money into 
our economy not take it out. 

By shrinking Kent’s economy 
more than it is already shrink¬ 
ing, KCC are putting others’jobs 
at risk. 

County councillors need to 
rethink their decision. 


Its not just me, me 
me in the real world 


While the whole country goes to 
hell in a handcart, with thou¬ 
sands losing their jobs, savings, 
homes, it’s sadly not surprising 
we still have people who think 
they are worth even more. 

The failed banks and building 
societies think they are worth 
the bonuses that could have 
saved thousands of their col¬ 
leagues’ jobs. 

And we have Stuart Jeffery in 
last week’s letters page of 
Yourmaidstone pleading a special 
case for council workers, while 
many of their colleagues also face 
the dole! Which part of 
‘Depression’ don’t they under¬ 
stand? 

You wouldn’t want to be on a 
sinking ship with most of these 
people, as they would be tram¬ 
pling over everybody to escape. 

The unprecedented downturn, 
even worse than the 30’s, has 
taught them nothing, it’s just me, 
me, me! 

Councils don’t live in the real 



COMMENT ONLINE TOO 

NOT only can you use email and letters to respond to our stories, don't 
forget you can comment via our website too. 

Beneath most stories on the www.yourmaidstone.co.uk website there is 
the facility to leave your comments on whatever YOU thought of the online 
article. To leave your remarks, simply click on the 'Add your comments' 
link and tell us what you think. And remember, 
www.yourmaidstone.co.uk is updated daily, bringing you the latest, 
breaking news from across Maidstone as well as our villages. We will 
include the best on these pages too - ensuring your comments reach the 
widest possible audience. 

In addition, if you find your newsagent, supermarket or petrol station 
runs out of Yourmaidstone before you've picked up your copy, you never 
need to miss out. On www.yourmaidstone.co.uk you can access, for free, 
the full newspaper in our highly acclaimed e-editions. 


world, they have the luxury of a 
guaranteed income set by them¬ 
selves and enforced by the pun¬ 
ishment of imprisonment. 

The company I once worked for 
during the last recession couldn’t 
use the law to enforce its income, 


so we all took a ten per cent pay 
cut, which I’m sure is a similar 
situation for most today in the 
real world who’ve been lucky 
enough to keep their jobs. 

Phil Granger, from West Mailing, 
by email 


Fred Dinage is not in the same 
class as Ian Axton, the same 
applies to the rest of the new 
team. 

I don’t want news from 
Southampton and areas beyond 
Kent, Sussex and Essex. 

Please bring back the presen¬ 
ters that made Meridian worth 
watching. 

Eric Vinall, from Gillingham, comment 
posted on web story at 
www.yourmedway.co.uk 

Bring back the old 
presenters please 

Meridian’s new “local” news is 
not a patch on the old one. Could 
they please bring back the old 
team of presenters and the old 
region. 

Until then it has to be the 
BBC. 

Derek Chatfield, from Whitstable, 
comment posted on web story at 
www.yourmedway.co.uk 



Waters ❖AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 

www.autoplanet.co.uk 


We’re tearing up 
the price guides! 


Over 2000 cars in group stock. 

See website for details or visit our centres at 


CHINGFORD ■ HATFIELD ■ LETCHWORTH 
MAIDSTONE ■ SOUTHAMPTON 


‘Selected vehicles within ARG Ltd group stock are cheaper than Parker’s franchise retail price for a nearest mileage and specification match. 
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Dumbing down of 
BBC leaves me cold 

The dumbing down of the BBC has 
become a bit of a cliche but I really 
could not believe the depths of inep¬ 
titude plumbed by the weather fore¬ 
cast last week. 

Apparently Kent was going to be 
hit by temperatures of minus 99 
degrees centigrade - it said so on a 
map which the weather forecaster 
was using. 

Granted it was a cold night but it 
was nothing like that. 

Surely a weather expert knows that 
a temperature like that has never 
been recorded anywhere - let alone in 
a temperate zone such as we live in. 

Who can have any faith in the 
BCC and what they say? 

Kevin O'Connor, from Chatham, 
by email 

Supermarkets should 
stump up for waste 

A new report by the Local 
Government Association shows that 
supermarkets are adding to the 
costs of local councils through their 
packaging policies. 

The Local Government Association 
wants supermarkets to pay more for 
processing their waste. Kent Green 
Party agrees, as local councils seem 
all to be contemplating redundancies 
as a result of shortages of funding. 

Landfill is costing our Kent local 


councils £32 per tonne of rubbish 
thrown away, rising to £48 per tonne 
in 2010. 

Supermarket packaging which 
cannot be recycled is making a 
major contribution to this, according 
to a recent Local Government 
Association report. 

Since local councils will spend £1.8 
billion on landfill from 2008-2010, 
Kent Green Party supports local 
councils charging supermarkets more 
for their contributions to landfill. 

We want to encourage the super¬ 
markets to use less packaging and 
to make more of their packaging 
recyclable. 

Producing less waste going to 
landfill will reduce costs for our 
cash-starved local councils. 

It is a great pity that central 
Government is not supporting local 
government properly and that this is 
promoting redundancies in conse¬ 
quence. Instead the Government 
prefers to prop up the worst-behaved 
elements of our banking system. 

Hazel Dawe, chair of Kent Green Party, 
by email 

Thank you from the 
bottom of our heart 

I am writing to thank all your read¬ 
ers who helped to make the British 
Heart Foundation (BHF) Red for 
Heart campaign such a success in 
February. 

It was great to see so many people 
going red for National Heart Month. 
From wearing red to work or school, 


to buying the Red for Heart pin 
badge, to writing a love note in their 
local BHF Shop or by raising funds 
in their own way by going red. 

The money your community 
raised throughout the Red for Heart 
campaign will help save lives 
through pioneering research, patient 
care, campaigning for change and by 
providing vital information. 

To donate visit bhf.org.uk/red or call 
0845 241 0976. Or Joanne Howe on 
01474 537997 or howej@bhf.org.uk. 

Joanne Howe, fundraising and volunteer 
manager for British Heart Foundation, by email 

Go bananas and get 
fruity to help charity 

I am writing to encourage people in 
Medway to take part in World Cancer 
Research Fund’s (WCRF) ‘Go 
Banana’s on Fruity Friday 7 campaign. 

We are calling on schools and com¬ 
panies to have a dress-down day, 
wear yellow for Fruity Friday and 
make a donation to WCRF. The aim is 
to get across the message about the 
importance of a healthy diet in a fun 
way, at the same time as raising valu¬ 
able funds for our cancer prevention 
research and education programmes. 

As well as organising fun events 
such as holding fruit breakfasts or 
fruity competitions, one way to cele¬ 
brate Fruity Friday is to host your 
own ‘Beat the Banana!’ 5k fun run. 

To find out more visit www.fruityfri- 
day.org or call 020 7343 4205. 

Teresa Nightingale, head of fundraising for 
World Cancer Research Fund, by email 



Aarnolt 

TUDOfl P4IIK 
HOTEL 1 L QLlh THY CLUfl 


Blow away those winter cobwebs 

2 Weeks fitness from £29 

More that just a Leisure Club 

Call now for more details 01622 632 007 

Terms & conditions apply 

Marriott Tudor Park, Ashford Road, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 4NQ 
01622 734334 

mhrs.tdmgs.leisure@marriotthotels.com 

www.marriotttudorpark.co.uk 


Beautiful rooms with 

wonderful views... 



...and excellent 

shortbreak offers 


Prices from £59 delightful double room for two with 
Full English Breakfast included - quote KOS Media Offer 


x t H 

ORLEY TAVERN*^ 

The Fayreness 
Hotel 

The Oak 

Hotel 

The Pegwell 

Bay Hotel 

Marine Drive 

Kingsgate 

66 Harbour Parade 
Ramsgate 

81 Pegwell Road 

Pegwell Village, Ramsgate 

Tel: 01843 868641 
www.fayreness.co.uk 

Tel: 01843 583686 
www.oakhotel.co.uk 

Tel: 01843 599590 
www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 


N 



For information 
and advice on 
travelling in Kent 
and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please see 
the Saturday 
Observer or the 
Kent on Sunday or 
visit our website at 
www.kent.gov. u k/ 
highways 


v. 



If 


08001950000 



Conservatories, 

Windows and Doors 

PLUS : Spend more than £3,000 
and get an Armour door for just 
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NEW SPRING 


NOW 


Unit 14-15 Ind. Bus. Centre, St Peter’s Centre 

Maidstone, ME 16 OST 
Mon-Sat 9-5:30,Thurs 9-7:30 & Sun 10-4 
Phone no: 01622 763 030 
maidstone@fabricwarehouse.co.uk 


warehouse 
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Fabrics & Linings 
Ready-Made Curtains 
Tracks & Poles 
Nets & Blinds 
Cushions & Throws 
Bedding & Quilts 
And much, much more 


On made to measure orders 


fabric 


home^^l 

(consultancy 
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THE ENGLISH 
PRpVENDERC? 



bacon butty heaven 
with English Provender 


WHO can resist the delicious smell 
and sizzling sound of bacon cook¬ 
ing? Bacon Connoisseurs’ Week 
(March 16-22) is a great excuse to 
tuck into a mouthwateringly 
tasty bacon sandwich. Anyone 
can make a butty of course, but 
we believe that once you’ve tried 
our technique, you’ll be in bacon 
butty heaven! 

First, cut two thick slices of soft, 
warm bread and spread on a thin 
layer of butter. Always use the best 
quality bacon you can find - look 
for the Quality Standard Mark 
on the pack - and grill until per¬ 
fectly crispy around the edges. 

Place the bacon on the bread but 
don’t be tempted to reach for the 
ketchup or brown sauce. Instead 
add a generous dollop of The 


English Provender Company’s scrumptious 
Organic Sweet Tomato & Chilli Chutney. It’s 
wonder¬ 


• V 

•• V* 



fully sticky, with just the right amount of fire 
from plump red chillies. Our idea of perfection! 
But if you like a fruitier taste, go for a spoon¬ 
ful or two of English Provender’s 
Ploughman’s Plum Chutney. Full of gen¬ 
erous chucks of juicy plums, it’ll get 
your taste buds tingling. All their 
chutneys are all made by 
experts using the finest ingre¬ 
dients - which is just what 
your bacon butty 
deserves. 

To help you create a 
bacon masterpiece, 
English Provender is 
offering you the chance to 
win the perfect bacon butty kit, 
worth up to £55. The 
fantastic unique 
George 
Foreman 
‘Grill and 
Melt’ 
family 
sized grill 


which lets excess fat drip away and allows you 
to cook your bacon faster, plus a jar each of 
Organic Sweet Tomato & Chilli Chutney and 
Ploughman’s Plum Chutney from English 
Provender. We have eight ‘Grill and Melt’ 
George Foreman grills plus chutney to give¬ 
away. 

To enter, simply answer the question below 
and send your entry on a postcard along with 
your e-mail address (if applicable), name, 
address and daytime telephone number to 
English Provender Comp, KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent, TN25 6SR. 
Closing date is March 16, 2009. 

Question: When is Bacon Connoisseurs’ 
Week? 

No purchase necessary 

For our full Terms and Conditions please 
visit www.kentnews.co.uk or for a posted copy 
of the T&Cs call 01303 817073. 

If you do not wish to receive any literature 
please write ‘no literature’ on your entry. 

For more products as well as great recipes 
and serving suggestions go to www.english- 
provender.com. 



Norwegian Celebration 


Palaces of the Tsars 


Nordic Adventure 


15th May 2009 
9 Nights 

On Board Braemar 

Inside Cabin - £674 
Outside Cabin - £890 
Balcony Cabin - £1194 
Balcony Suite - £1684 

Itinerary 

Dover - Oslo, Norway - Skjolden, 
Norway - Olden, Norway - Bergen, 
Norway - Dover 


24th May 2009 
13 Nights 

On board Braemar 

Inside Cabin - £1116 
Outside Cabin - £1474 
Balcony Cabin - £1976 
Balcony Suite - £2786 

Itinerary 

Dover - Copenhagen, Denmark - Stockholm, 
Sweden - Helsinki, Finland - St.Petersburg, 
Russia - Gyynia, Poland - Sassnitz, 
Germany - Dover 


6th June 2009 
12 Nights 
On board Braemar 

Inside Cabin - £942 
Outside Cabin - £1244 
Balcony Cabin - £1668 
Balcony Suite - £2352 

Itinerary 

Dover - Bergen, Norway - Skjolden, 
Norway - Isafjordur, Iceland - Reykjavik, 
Iceland - Torshavn, Faroes - Kirkwall, 
Orkney - Dover 


U -I 1* 1 


For More Information Click on WWW.neGdacrilise.CO.uk or Telephone OI303 27 7^74 Quote KOS 


Terms and Conditions: Prices are subject to availability and to the booking terms and conditions featured in the current Fred.Olsen Cruises Worldwide 2009/2010 second edition brochure. Prices can be withdrawn or amended without notice. Cabin Numbers/Dining times can be chosen when booking. 
























Offer Exclusively for KoS Media Readers 




t' 

o % % 

<th 


SM 
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Save up to £23.90 


KOS media has teamed up with Howletts & Port 
Lympne to give you a fantastic 2 for 1 offer 

Two grrreat days out at either one of the worlds best animal parks - Howletts & Port Lympne, home to over 
1,000 animals, where you will find African Elephants, Gorillas, Tigers, Monkeys and many more amazing 
wild and endangered species! 

Howletts & Port Lympne still adhere to John Aspinall's original dream to breed rare and endangered 
animals, and when possible return them to safe and protected areas in the wild, working in conjunction 
with The Aspinall Foundation, see our website for more details. 

Port Lympne is home to the African Experience, overnight safari's during the summer and has a 
magnificent mansion house with beautiful gardens.** 

Did you know we also do Keeper for the day. Enrichment Workshops & Educational visits, see our website 
for details & prices. 

Fascinating and fun days out for all ages - visit 14 & 15 March to take advantage of this grrreat offer! 

To claim your 2 for 1 entry visit our website below, print the voucher, fill in your details 
and hand in at the entrance upon arrival. 


totallywild.net/kos 
0844 855 0276 


IDWLfcTTSTf 
>0RT LYMPNE. 

*YU-D ANIMAL PAfUtfM 


Terms & Conditions: 

Offer valid 14 & 15 March only at either one of our parks when accompanied by at least one full paying adult. One voucher per two for one entry. Free ticket only available on the cheapest ticket. 
Offer only valid with completed voucher from the website, no photocopies accepted. 2 for 1 entry cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or Tesco Clubcard vouchers. Not valid with web 
tickets. Further terms and conditions apply, see website for full details. *Price based on 2 adults, 2 children entry ticket. **Subject to availability & additional charge. 
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GREAT VALUE, 
FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE 
DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR 
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In association with 
Produced in Kent 


Food for Kent is your one stop 
online shop for some of the finest 
local produce... and great prices too 

SI foodforkent.co.uk 

ORDER FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE ONLINE 


PRODUCEO IN 

KENT 
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For information and 
advice on travelling in 
Kent and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please see the 
Saturday Observer or 
the Kent on Sunday or 
visit our website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


Upload and 
share your 
videos 


H yourkenttv.co.uk 



Kent's local 
community website 


• Property TV • Motors TV 

• Leisure TV • Business TV 

• Sports TV 

KOS 

^medk 

Award Winning Company 

(3) Community TV Sponsored by P&O X Ferries 


yourmaidstonestyle 



REST ASSURED 


Tiffany memory pocket divan set. 1,000 pocket springs topped with 70mm of high 
quality memory foam. 4ft 6in divan set. Was £899 now £599. Headboard extra 
The County Bed Company, Tonbridge: 1 Waterloo Road. 01732 770445 
Strood: 133 High Street. 01634 722228 



We spend a third of our lives in bed, which makes it one of our most 
important investments. It must be right for you and you 


should take the 
time to find a 
bed that meets 
your needs. 


V 



VIENNA BED 

Styled in brown 'faux cuir' with wooden slatted base. 
£199. Dreamland Beds, Margate. 01843 229977 


DIVAN FIRM 
Of HOI EDIC 
MATTRESS 

4ft 6in, perfect body 
support and good comfort 
RRP £299 now £199. 
Simple Sofas and Beds, 
Strood, 01634 296905 












































| 100s of money-saving ideas 
| Money-off vouchers 

■ Discounts galore from local trades 

■ Look stylish and save money 
| Eating out doesn't need to be expensive 

■ The return of the caravan holiday 
| Make the most of mortgage savings 

Thrive not survive 

Start saving visit: 

www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

to download vouchers from our 
great savings booklets 


| Why going green saves business cash 
| Spectacular money-off vouchers 
■ Drive the right car for style and savings 
| Credit ideas to make money go further 



If you would like details on how you can include your business on vouchers for Kent, telephone today on 01303 817150 
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BEAT THE CRUNCH 


ADVERTISING © 01303 817000 


what’s inside 


Page 4-5 

Vintage clothing is back and it 
saves you cash. We look at how 
the Credit Crunch is affecting 
fashion, and why many people 
are looking to the past for 
today’s style 

Page 6-7 

Saving a few pounds here and 
there is easy really, your grand¬ 
mother knew that. But we don’t 
want it to make our lives aus¬ 
tere. So, here is our Beat The 
Crunch fun guide to saving. 

Page 8-9 

About one in seven of you 
have switched supplier of 
your gas and electric in the 
past 12 months. But that 
figure should be much higher 
as we force suppliers to 


compete. It really is easy 

Page 10 

If you are a saver affected by 
falling interest rates, our crip¬ 
pled banks will still sting you. 
Here’s how to avoid it and why 
you should complain 

Page 11 

We all like eating out and as 
restaurants compete for our 
business there are bargains to 
be had. Here’s where to look... 

Pages 12-13 

How you are beating the 
crunch? We spoke to you to 
find out your top money-saving 
tips 

Page 14 

Businesses that think of the 
environment are actually saving 
themselves a pile of cash too 

Page 16-17 

Great food doesn’t mean 
spending a lot and we look at 


lesser-known cuts of meat that 
can be turned into something 
special 

Page 18 

The return of the caravan 
holiday. This year is a bumper 
year with sites recording 
increased bookings and a 
shortage of quality used 
caravans. But 2009 is set to be 
a boom year and remember, 
children love them 

Page 19 

It’s not even spring time but 
financial experts are urging 
people to plan for Christmas. 
Yes really, we explain why 

Page 20 

Going to the gym can cost you 
£500 a year, so it’s no surprise 
people are choosing new ways 
to exercise 

Page 21 

It may seem crazy to pay 


MORE for your mortgage. 

But with interest rate at an 
all-time low, you could make a 
real investment in your 
financial future 

Page 22 

Our look at the financial 
markets where to make a killing 
at this tough time, we discover, 
all you really need is money 

Page 23 

And if you don’t trust the 
markets or banks, where should 
you put your hard-earned 
savings? Well have you thought 
about art or antique 
motorcycles? Then of course 
there’s the old favourite: gold 

Pages 24-26 

Motoring guru Steve Loader 
takes a look at the bargains to 
be had at the motor dealers 
and offers some money-saving 
driving tips too 


Beat the Crunch, part two. 
Why it can be fun as well 


LAST month’s Beat the Crunch 
Guide hit a real note with our read¬ 
ers as we teamed up with business¬ 
es from across the county to offer 
you money-saving vouchers. 

The vouchers can get you a special deal on 
everything from storage to clothing, discounts 
on cars and massive discounts on home 
improvements. 

So we’ve done it again for March and here’s 
this month’s guide to making your money go 
further. 

To get your free vouchers log on to vouchers- 
forkent.co.uk, it really is easy and has to be 
worth a look. Even if you are determined to save, 


happening in their lives. OK, we know that 
jobs are under threat, but there are some 
families for whom redundancy may bring a 
change of direction for which they will look 
back and be grateful in future years. 

Of course, for other people the crunch has 
made them sit up and consider where their 
cash really goes. Many have surprised them¬ 
selves with the realisation of the wasted cash 
they used to let slip through their 
fingers on frivolous items. 

Saving money can be 
fun. Why rush to 
the unpopu¬ 
lar in¬ 



laws for that weekend lunch? Slow down, 
arrive 10 minutes later and save yourself a 
couple of litres of fuel. 

Other people have discovered for the first 
time the joy of local produce through farm 
shops and cheaper cuts of meat, which can be 
delicious and really take only a little more time. 

If you stop spending £3 or £4 every day on a 
lunchtime sandwich (which is £80 a month 
you’ll save) to make your own, ensure your 
home-made lunch is something you’ll look for¬ 
ward to. Pick sandwich fillings you love, or 
dump sandwiches, try baguettes or a 
microwavable pre-prepared meal. A bit of 
imagination goes a long way. 

Simply, we believe saving money should not 
be about having a less enjoyable life, you can 


And take a little time to look through this 
supplement, 2009 is not all doom and gloom as 
thousands of people are discovering. V 

It really can be exciting too, and for a lot U 

of people there are many positive changes 1 

^^^SAVINGS VOUCHER BOOK 

* vouchersforkent.co.uk 

, > ■ <* :r - JL 

look after your home to make it our place of 
sanctuary. 

We hope this supplement helps you take a pos¬ 
itive view of looking after your money. 
Remember life goes on despite the crunch and 
no-one wants just to live - we should have a life. 

FOR ALL THE INFORMATK 
V0UCHERSF0RKENT.C0.U 

ON ON HOW TO INCLli 
IK TELEPHONE KOS M 

IDE YOUR BUSINESS ON 
IEDIA ON 01303 817150 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Signature Miramar, the retirement and res¬ 
idential home in Beltinge, Herne Bay, is offer¬ 
ing 14 nights’ stay for the price of 13 

■ Colour Choice Conservatories in Margate 
is offering free colour on conservatory orders 

■ Living Out Log Cabins in Chestfield and 
Maidstone is offering 15 per cent off plus free 
delivery on all DIY log cabins 

■ County Garage in Herne Bay is offering 15 
per cent off Ford accessories. Includes car 
mats, mudflaps, boot protectors, scuff 
plates, alloy wheels, roof bars, chrome 
tailpipe finisher, dog guards, roof boxes, 
parking sensors 

■ Home Plus in Ashford and Chatham is offer¬ 
ing £200 off when you spend over £1,000 

■ FG Barnes in Maidstone is offering free six- 
month road fund licence with all used cars 

■ Orchard Spot in Maidstone is offering one 
free pudding with a main course purchased 
from the Sunday carvery 

■ KOS is offering Alex classic light - one of the 
world’s best reading lights, £84.99 save £30 

■ Kentish Hardwood flooring in Rainham is 
offering 15 per cent off Karndean products 

■ Morris & Turner in Medway is offering 10 per 
cent off any multi-fuel stove 

■ KOS is offering a big button digital cord¬ 
less phone for just £24.99 - save £20 

■ Medway Stoves in Medway is offering a 
free companion set with with any multi-fuel 
stove purchased 

■ Positive impact golf in Manston is offering 
£10 off any lessons 

■ County Garage in Herne Bay is offering a 
free winter health check and free 29-point 
including wash and vacuum 

■ Aylesford Self Storage in Aylesford is offer¬ 
ing three months’ free storage for a year for 
all new document storage clients 

■ Orchard Spot in Maidstone is offering one 
ticket get one free for music nights, meal 
only 

■ KOS is offering all-seasons duck duvet, 
two duvets that button together from only 
£39.99, save over 50 per cent, various sizes 

■ KOS is offering leather organiser handbag 
by Jane Shilton only £49.99 inc p&p saving 
£40 off RRP 

■ Move it Removals in Ashford is offering 
£1000 cash draw when you get a quote. Plus 
10% off removals booked 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 



End of Season Clearance on 


Yankee Candles 


To Save 

25% on the 
Popular Yankee 
Candles Visit 

www. voucherforkent. co. uk 

For Your Voucher 

42 ALBION STREET, 
BROADSTAIRS, KENT 
CT10 1NE 



See our Discount 
Vouchers on-line @ 
vouchersforkent.co.uk 


NOW 

IN STOCK 

NEW SEASON 
YANKEE CANDLES 

WITH A VARIETY OF 
NEW FRAGRANCES 

OWLER’S nook 

TEL: 01843 862130 
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Not just a pie in the sky idea 


Despite the Crunch, one couple explain why they feel now 
is the right time to expand their food business. Sarah 
Jeeves and Kevin Davies spoke to reporter Tom Betts 


ONE couple are defying the 
crunch by bringing a taste of 
London down to Thanet. 

Pie’n’mash is coming to Margate’s 
old town next month in the form of the 
London Pie and Mash Shop. 

The shop is the joint endeavour of 
former south London couple Sarah 
Jeeves and Kevin Davies. 

The shop opens on Wednesday, 
March 11, and will also be selling 
another East End favourite, jellied 
eels. 

The pair already own the Ramsgate 
Cafe in Margate Road, Ramsgate, and 
they are sticking to the premise that 
quality will always out, whatever the 
market conditions. 

Hence their decision to expand into 
a more niche market. 

Sarah, 23, said: “We introduced 
pie’n’mash at the cafe and it has 
proved so popular that we decided to 
open a shop that specialises in that. 

“We will also be selling healthy 
breakfasts and other snacks and jel¬ 
lied eels.” 

The shop’s minced-beef pies are all 
freshly made and served with the 
mash and mysterious liquor that 
binds the dish together. 


Although Sarah will not give up the 
secret recipe that makes up the green 
parsley-based liquid, she said: “It’s 
such a key part of it and we think we 
make a fine liquor here. 


“It is tremendously popular with 
customers.” 

Good food at affordable prices - now 
there’s a recipe that’s always going to 
be hard to beat. 


Why this could be the time to start on your own 


NOW is the right time to start your own busi¬ 
ness to secure your own future and beat the 
recession, according to Jake Shepherd, 
writes Peter Richards. 

Mr Shepherd is managing partner in MSDC, 
a design consultancy, based in Gravesend. 

He says the middle of a downturn was 
exactly when he launched his own business. 

“People often find strength in the adversity of 
redundancy, a change in direction helps form a 
new beginning,” said Mr Shepherd. “My agency 
began as a result of recession 14 years ago.” 

Here are his key tips to anyone considering 
starting up on their own: 

• Remember that your potential customers 
may be disgruntled by the lack of personal 
service from their current large supplier who is 
feeling the financial pinch. As a small business 
you can be more competitive and provide that 
personal hands-on service your client needs in 
the current economic climate which the big 
companies can neglect. 


• There are many fantastic small business¬ 
es out there, they can help provide the spe¬ 
cialist resources you need. And you don’t 
need to employ them, you can hire them by 
project or even partner with them. It will help 
you to specialise. 

• Think what sets you apart - what is your 
unique selling point? It is unlikely that you 
are offering a totally unique product or 
service, so it could be your values, 

a price point, or your quality of 
service. It can be anything as 
long as it is clear and simple. 

I believe that this is funda¬ 
mental to the success of 
your business idea. 

•Keep up with your con¬ 
tacts and network relent¬ 
lessly to meet more. This 
means your previous employ¬ 
er, your old and potential new 
clients. Write, email and telephone. 



LOVELY LIQUOR: Sarah Jeeves outside the 
Pie ’n’ Mash shop and, inset, dish of the day 


HALF PRICE 

MEMORY FOAM EVENT 


A 


i 


Tia 

4ft 6in Divan set Open coil spring mattress with 
a Memory Foam top, sitting on a platform top base unit. 

Was £599 ONLY £299 

Hfinrlhnnrrl extra/drawer options available/mattress available separately 






Vi 


Cashmere Memory 

4ft 6in Divan Set Pocket spring mattress with 
a Memory Foam top, sitting on a platform top base. 

Was £999 ONLY £499 

Headboard extra/drawer options available/mattress available separately^ 


FANTASTIC CHOICE 

✓ OVER 100 BEDS ON SHOW 
p GREAT BRANDS INCLUDING 

✓ OVER 200 HEADBOARDS 
TO CHOOSE FROM 

✓ OVER 100 MATTRESSES ON SHOW 

p MADE TO MEASURE SERVICE AVAILABLE 

SEE OUR DISCOUNT VOUCHERS ONLINE @ 

wwWaVouchersforkentaCO.uk 


Memory Foam 

When you lie on a regular spring mattress, your own body weight pulls you down. The springs react by pushing back against you. 

The skin and blood vessels are caught in the middle, squeezed between the gravity force of your weight and the upwards force of the mattress. 

This causes pressure points, which constricts circulation at the area of contact. The result is discomfort and even pain over time. 

When you lie on a memory mattress, however there is no air left in the cells to push back and cause discomfort. 

Air is spread to adjoining cells and the viscoelastic foam mattress simply 'melts' under you to provide long-term balanced support and comfort. 

For many of us, pressure points form at the shoulder blades, buttocks, head, heels, hips and elbows which may result in numbness, stiffness or pain. In fact, this is why we toss and turn 
at night. This movement is our body's attempt to get more comfortable. A visco elastic foam matress closely conforms to your unique shape, cradling the natural hollows of the human body 
and efficiently distributing pressure over the whole surface. This can reduce your need to turn during the night by up to a massive 80% resulting in a deeper, more restful sleep. 


TONBRIDGE 

Tel 01732 770445 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

1 Waterloo Road, 
Tonbridge TN9 2SN 


CoDnly Bed Company 

www.thecountybedcompany.com 


STROOD 

Tel 01634 722228 
01634 722235 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

133 High Street, Strood ME2 4TJ 
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By LAURA KATE BRADLEY 


BUYING and wearing vintage 
clothing is currently one of the 
hottest ways to recycle... and save 
cash. 

An estimated two million tonnes of post-con¬ 
sumer textile waste per year are thrown away 
and end up in landfill sites. 

Morethanwaste.com states that “...over the 


full life cycle of clothing, there is a range of 
environmental, social and economic impacts. 
The growth in fast fashion and consumption is 
an important contributor to these impacts.” 

When opting for vintage you are playing an 
active part in reducing extreme consump¬ 
tion and post-consumer textile waste by 
recycling. 

There are so many wonderful vintage 
clothes shops to browse, particularly in 
London. 

However, many people don’t have time to 
visit or simply don’t have access to them. 


Despite there being various online vintage 
stores, many are massively overpriced 
or describe and display items poorly. 
Love Miss Daisy was launched in 
September 2008 with a view to 
providing affordable, 
high quality vintage 
clothing and accessories dis- 
played 


Lorraine says detox your wardrobe for c 


STYLE: Vibrant red 
1960s cocktail dress with 
sheer panels and sleeves; glitzy 
1980s sequined butterfly belt; (above right) 
1980s gold and black strappy sandals 


STITCH IN TIME: Lorraine Kelly 
is backing Cancer Research 
campaign for clothes donations 


THE recession means more peo¬ 
ple are shopping in charity 
shops but fewer people are giv¬ 
ing as they hang on to their old 
clothes to save cash. 

Fashionistas in the south-east 
are planning to curb their spend¬ 
ing to become ‘recessionistas’ in 
2009, according to a survey by 
Cancer Research UK. 

Nearly half (46 per cent) the 
people in Kent will be spending 
less on clothes and accessories 
than they did last year in an 
effort to beat the credit crunch. 

Around a quarter (24 per cent) 
of people in the south-east said 
they would be looking for charity 
shop bargains, following the 
trend for sourcing unique, sec¬ 
ond-hand or unwanted items to 
keep up with the ‘recessionista’ 


movement of fashion on a budget. 

But Cancer Research bosses 
have admitted donations are 
dropping as people are more 
reluctant to pass on their old 
clothes. 

Times are changing but the 
charity - backed by TV presen¬ 
ter Lorraine Kelly - has 
launched a ‘Detox Your 
Wardrobe’ campaign by spring 
cleaning their wardrobe and 
donating ill-fitting or unwanted 
items to their local Cancer 
Research UK shop. 

The YouGov survey of more 
than 2,000 people revealed 77 
per cent of those in the south¬ 
east admit to having clothes in 
their wardrobes they never wear. 

However, only one in eight 
unwanted items are donated to 


charity, according to a report 
from the Institute for 
Manufacturing at Cambridge 
University. 

Lorraine Kelly said: ‘We all 
know that times are tough, but 
this is an easy way to help raise 
money for charity. Each bag you 
donate could be worth up to £30, 
and this will go towards helping 
to fund Cancer Research UK’s 
important work. We all know 
someone who’s had cancer so I 
hope everyone has a good sort 
through their unwanted items 
and takes them down to their 
local Cancer Research UK shop.” 

Bargain-hunters can also 
check out brand new items in 
Cancer Research UK shops or, if 
they prefer, browse online at 
www.shoptobeatcancer.org. 


dothes and accessories 


morris &turner 

Bathroom & Fireplace Warehouse 

Largest Showroom in Kent 

Family run Business established for over 40 years “For all your bathroom and fireplace needs” 


Complete 
bathroom 
suite as 
shown 



Reas 
Com 

Over 100 Tradil 
Fireplaces 
on di 

Large stocl 
Knowledgi 
Friendly custi 
Ample frJ 
Trade price: 

Free surv| 
registei 




Fires as 
little as £399 


inal & modern 

Bathrooms 

play 

eady to go 
ble staff 
ler service 
parking 
the public 

by Corgi 
I fitters 


Including taps, 
panel & waste 

£862 

Only 

£499 

Bee our Discount Vouchers on-line <s 
vouchersforkent.co.uk 


RING FOR Web: 

A FREE www-morrisandturner.co.uk 

BROCHURE Email: 

01634 813813 info@morrisandturner.co.uk 



4 Third Ave 

(off Street End Road) 

Chatham, Kent 

ME5 OAD 



Live at Lecc <5 


Ecok Club Last Wednesday Cf The Month 


03/03/2009 

Trad Tuesday 

Bill Barnacle's A1 Combination 

Traditional Jazz from the 20’s and 30’s 

Free 

05/03/2009 

Thursday 

Rachel Gerrard & the Roger Allen Sound Vocal and guitar duo 


07/03/2009 

Saturday 

Fletch 

Hot Jazz from the mid 20th Centrury 

£5.00 

10/03/2009 

Trad Tuesday 

Blue Arcadians 

Traditional Jazz from the 20’s and 30’s 

Free 

12/03/2009 

Thursday 

Frances Knight 

Smooth Jazz Trio 

Free 

14/03/2009 

Saturday 

Tiffany Wells 

Cabaret Style female impersonator 

£5.00 

17/03/2009 

Trad Tuesday 

ColRose Four 

Traditional Jazz from the 20’s and 30’s 

Free 

19/03/2009 

Thursday 

Roger Lewin & Sarah Jane 

Smooth Jazz Piano and Vocals 

Free 

21/03/2009 

Saturday 

The Bearing Edge Trio 


£5.00 

24/03/2009 

Trad Tuesday 

Deco5 Allstars 

Traditional Jazz from the 20’s and 30’s 

Free 

26/03/2009 

Thursday 

Andy MacLean 

Swing Sounds from the 40s and 50s 

Free 

28/03/2009 

Saturday 

The Barretts 

Django Reinhart inspired guitar duo 

£5.00 

31/03/2009 

Trad Tuesday 

Pilgrims Four 

Traditional Jazz from the 20’s and 30’s 

Free 

Fantastic new menu 

New cccktail 


Including platters 

menu 



& paninis 

frcm f i each 
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www.deco5.co.uk 

15-17 Oxford Street Whitstable 
Kent CT51DB 01227 770079 

Open: Mon-Thurs: 5pm-11 pm 
Friday & Sat: 12pm-11.30pm 
Sun: 12pm-8pm 


Visit www.vouchersforkent.co.uk for our fatest offers 
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that don’t cost the earth 


To see this clip, search ‘crunch’ 

@ yourkenttv.co.uk 


clearly and simply, with 
detailed yet concise and accu¬ 
rate descriptions and meas¬ 
urements. A welcome relief 
for those who adore vin¬ 
tage but either hate or 
have no time for rummag¬ 
ing through rails, shelves 
and boxes full of clothing. 

A real treasure chest of 
hand-picked vintage beau¬ 
ties, Love Miss Daisy sources 



CLASSIC: Stunning 
vintage purple and gold] 
leaf Radley evening 
dress circa 1980s; 
super chic 1980s black 
and tan leather jacket; 
and above cute 1970s 
mini satchel bag; far 
right the Love Miss 
Daisy Web page 


from Europe, the 
USA and the 
UK. Stocking fab¬ 
ulous evening gowns, sassy vin¬ 
tage day dresses, separates, vin¬ 
tage coats and jackets, accessories 
and all things in between, the col¬ 
lection includes vintage wedding 
dresses; an ever-growing collec¬ 
tion of beautiful, delicate one off 
gowns at credit-crunch beating 
prices. 

With celebrities such as 
Agyness Deyn, Sienna Miller 
and Chloe Sevigny wowing us 
with their integration of vin¬ 
tage pieces into their headline 
snatching ensembles, vintage is 
becoming a must-have. Many 
wear vintage to illustrate their 


own individual identities and personalities, 
but for those who like to incorporate vintage 
into their avid following of fashion, take a 
snoop around the seasonal section. In what 
has become the signature of Love Miss 
Daisy, each season current stock is 
matched to current key trends, enabling 
fashionistas to remain of-the-moment in 
an eco-chic way. 

The beauty of vintage clothing is that 
it’s built to last. Many items have 
already travelled thousands of miles 
and had several loving owners in their 
past. It is fascinating to wonder 
whose life each piece was a part of 
before it became a part of yours. 

Many of today’s fashions and 
designer collections are influenced 
by past decades and bygone eras. So, 
when classic and original items are 
still obtainable, who wouldn’t want 
to grab themselves a piece of fash¬ 
ion history? 

Love Miss Daisy also has birth¬ 
days, Christmas and every other 
occasion covered, with gift vouch¬ 
ers available from the value of £10. 
Visit: www.lovemissdaisy.com. 
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■ Julie Maddocks looks at how changing 
your driving habits could have a big 
_ effect on your pocket at the petrol pump 

Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Farleys Furniture store in Ramsgate is 
offering 10 per cent off all lift and rise chairs 
and motion beds 

■ Kingfisher Blinds in Ashford is offering 
motorised blinds for just £149 inc VAT 

■ Holiday Inn Express Hotel in Ramsgate is 
offering rooms at £49.95 per night including 
bed and breakfast and free parking 

■ H & H Flooring in Deal is offering an extra 
10 per cent off all carpets 

■ KOS is offering a set of Bypass and anvil 
secateurs for just £16.99 save £10 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 
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BEAT THE CREDIT CRUNCH 
WITH THESE 3 OFFERS! 
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Bascwork Normally £459 
Felt Roof Shingles £395 j 



Bascwork Normally £469 
Felt Roof Shingles £399 



Bascwork Normally £555 
Felt Roof Shingles £499 | 
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Don’t be bitter, there’s 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ GG Racing in Ashford is offering £10 off 
a 1/400th share 

■ Cox & Son furniture and soft furnishings 
store in Ramsgate is offering free checks, 
measures and hangs on curtains 

■ Avalone Flooring Ltd in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off decorative flooring 

■ County Bed Company in Tonbridge is 
offering 10 per cent off any headboard 
when purchased with a bed. 

■ Robins and Day Motors in Maidstone is 
offering free winter health checks (normal 
RRP £19.99) 

■ Something Old Something New in 
Westgate-on-Sea is offering 10 per cent off 
when you spend over £100 

■ Winter Gardens Theatre in Margate is 
offering discount theatre tickets 

■ St Lawrence Tavern pub and restaurant 
in Ramsgate is offering buy one main 
course and get one free 

■ Village Hotel in Maidstone is offering £2 
off the full ticket price for Burns night/Pink 
tribute night or ultimate Swing Night 

■ Spand Motors in Hythe is offering a free 
mini valet with any full service 

■ KOS - Experience the natural comfort, 
warmth and luxury of a traditional feather 
mattress with the innovative mattress top¬ 
per from only £39.99 save over 50 per cent. 
Various sizes available 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


EVERYDAY foods can be used in a variety 
of ways so let’s take lemons. 

They can be used as a cleaner - applying 
lemon juice directly to deposits of hard 
water residue in sinks can dissolve them 
and make a bowl looking sparkling and 
new. 

The juice can also be used to clean and 
shine brass and copper as well as making 
a good cleaning paste if mixed with vine¬ 
gar and baking soda. 

Adding the soda to half a lemon turns it 
into a tool to remove stains and scrub 
dishes clean. 

Lemon juice can even be used as a pol¬ 
ish for hardwood furniture if mixed with 
olive oil. 

Then of course you can consume it. Cut 
into little chunks placed in an ice tray and 
filled with water it makes a perfect accom¬ 
paniment to a gin and tonic. 

And finally when it is about to go off - 
pop it into the blender along with some 
ice, a bit of milk and water for an excellent 
smoothie. 


The credit crunch may be all doom and 
gloom - but there are still ways of raising 
smile. Nick Ames took time to look at 
some light-hearted ways to beat the 
economic blues and have a little fun, too 


MOTORING is a major cost for 
many people so how about some 
ideas to cut petrol costs. 

Driving expert Tim Shallcross 
of the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists thinks that drivers 
can save around 40p a day by 
reversing into parking spaces. 

He says starting a trip by 
reversing out of the space 
bums up more fuel as a cold 
engines requires more petrol 
than a warm one. 

And as the reverse movement 
requires more maneuvering 
than going straight ahead more 
petrol is consumed in a short 
period of time before the engine 
heats up. 

Safety and saving can go hand-in-hand. 
Sticking to the speed limit means a saving 
of £12 on a 300 mile journey at 70mph 
rather than 80mph. 

Pumped up tyres keep down wear and 



tear and fuel costs and open windows on 
hot days are a more cost-effective measure 
than a fuel using air conditioning system. 

Lastly - planning a route in advance to 
ensure no detours and off peak travel to 
avoid jams not only costs less - it eases 
frustration too. 



Quality windows, doors, conservatories and roofline 


Get a FREE no obligation 
quote for windows, doors 
and conservatories 


APPROVED MEMBER 

Netiuork THTlI 


See our Discount Vouchers on-line 
@ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


If you’re looking for a 
conservatory or to replace 
your windows and doors, 
choose a trusted brand 
that delivers on its A 

promise, see why M 

Steve Davis m 

recommends I 

VEKA approved M 

installers... M 


TOP VEKA INSTALLER IN KENT 


FOR TWO YEARS RUNNING 


s offer is not to be used in conjunction with any other offer 


To find your local Elephant showroom visit 

www.elephantwindows.co.uk 

0800 195 0000 

Showroom open: Monday to Friday 9am-5pm, 

Saturday 10am-4pm and Sunday 10am-2pm 
Showrooms at: 142 Newington Road, Ramsgate and Bybrook Barn, Ashford 


PITH F1F1B.T TI ME 


f 


ALL NETWORK VEKA 
PRODUCTS COME WITH 
A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
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lots of ways to save 


THE workplace can be a time you can save on costs as 
well as earn wages. 

A thermos of tea or coffee 
means those expensive 
trips to a designer coffee 
shop for that vital decaf 
latte with 
cinnamon 
and nut¬ 
meg are a 
£3.50 
thing of 
the past. 

The 
same 
with 
sandwich¬ 
es and 
cakes. 

Making 
them before 
the working 
day starts or 
the night 
before and you 
won’t have to 
fork out for what can be 
an expensive snack. 

Lunch times can be pro¬ 
ductive - go online and 
have a look for bargains and 
you won’t be tempted to leave the 
office. 

Flexible starting times mean beating rush 
hour traffic or being able to purchase off-peak 
rail or bus tickets. 

So asking to get in an hour later and stay an extra hour 
can be a great benefit. 


8 
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SHOPPING is also a major outlay so 
a bit of thought and planning 
can lead to substantial sav¬ 
ings. 

Picking stalks off 
fruit and vegetables 
before going to the 
check out can save 
weight - and so cut 
down on completely 
unnecessary cost. 

If something is 
pre-bagged weigh it 
to make sure it’s 
correctly priced. 

Shopping 
around 40 min¬ 
utes before a 

store closes - 

will see many 
items reduced. 

Also the need 
for urgency means 
that you won’t be tempted 
to impulse buy as you browse 
around. 

Supermarket own brand cereal tastes pretty much the same as every 
other. 

But if you see the need to disguise your thrift just pour it all 
into a name brand box. It would take very refined taste buds to 
tell the difference. 

Lastly, if you have children turn the whole shopping expedi¬ 
tion into a Bargain Hunt style adventure. 

Get the little ones to race around and discover the cheapest 

alternative of any particular product. 

The whole thing then becomes a game - and the family is distracted from 
the fact that they are going to have to eat the cheapest goods in store and 
you come out the winner. 


u 
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Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Theatre Royal in Margate is offering two 
tickets for £20 ( normally £14 each ) for The 
Jives Aces on March 20 at 7.30pm, 

■ Southern Antennae aerial and satellite 
shop in Broadstairs is offering 20 per cent off 
any service it provides 

■ Thanet Leisure Force in Margate and 
Ramsgate is offering £50 off a family mem¬ 
bership package. Discount available against 
annual payment or can be used for DD mem¬ 
berships against joining fee and daily rate 
payable in advance 

■ Oliver Carpets in Ramsgate and Herne Bay 
is offering 10 per cent off when you spend 
over £250 

■ Lexterten furniture store in Westgate-on- 
Sea is offering £300 off all dining suite orders 
over £2000 

■ GC Stevens & Son, garden machinery and 
woodstoves store in Sittingbourne is offering 
10 per cent off stoves and flue systems 

■ Lenleys in Canterbury is offering an extra 
five per cent off sale prices on furniture, sofas 
and beds 

■ H & H Flooring in Deal is offering free 
underlay upgrade on all carpets 

■ Hazlitt Arts Centre in Maidstone is offering 
two for one comedy nights 

■ KOS is offering a pressure washer kit £99.99 
incl free accessories save £116 on RRP 

■ Canterbury Car Radio in Canterbury is offer¬ 
ing 25 per cent off all prices, on all RRP prices 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 



SEE OUR DISCOUNT VOUCHERS ON-LINE @ www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

New Karndean Design Showroom 


For more details or to obtain a free quotation call; 01634 231131 
Visit our Karndean showroom 

TtiE WcKKJI*arn r WesImMr Farm. 

Moor Si £A2 Near Greens Garage), ftainham. 

Free on si to parking Open 7 days a week 


pIaIrIaIdIoIr a- 

IlilPERGO 


Kentish 
Floor Designs 


Designed for Generations 
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Spend some energy on 
cost-cutting in the home 


We all know that switching energy suppliers should go some way 
to helping you save money. So why are so few people bothering? 


By NICOLE GROSS 


AS most people receive their quar¬ 
terly energy bill for the winter peri¬ 
od, a survey of more than 6,000 
Which? members, by Switch with 
Which?, reveals that only 15 per 
cent have switched energy supplier 
in the last 12 months. 

Around three in ten of those who hadn’t 
switched said it was because they didn’t think 
it would save them much money, but people 
that changed supplier or tariff using Switch 
with Which? saved £257 on average - enough 
to pay for a romantic Valentine’s break, a 
Which? Best Buy Sony Bravia LCD TV or 571 
pints of milk! 

Of those who did take the plunge, 90 per 
cent found it easy to do and most used a 
switching website. When asked why they had 


changed their supplier, price topped the list. 

Customers can also make savings without 
switching supplier, by changing to an online 
tariff, paying monthly by direct debit or choos¬ 
ing a dual fuel option, where gas and electrici¬ 
ty is provided by the same supplier. 

Alison Morrison, Switch with Which?, says: 
“There’s no doubt that 2009 is going to be a 
tough financial year and we’re all looking at 
ways to cut our spending, particularly as the 
winter energy bills start arriving. 

“People may be alarmed at the impact of last 
year’s price increases and shouldn’t bank on 
energy companies cutting their prices by as 
much as they increased them. 

“The potential for an extra £250 in your 
pocket is a great incentive to change your 
energy provider or tariff, and help get the year 
off on a sound financial footing.” 

Customers can also save on their bills by 
making their homes more energy efficient, 
for example, energy-saving light bulbs use up 
to five times less power than incandescent 
ones. 


Switch with Which? suggests making 
light fantastic with these top tips: 


* Turn off lights when you leave a room and invest in energy sav¬ 
ing light bulbs - the Ikea Sparsam stick scored the highest in a 
recent Which? test 


* Lowering the temperature of your thermostat by 1°C can 
reduce heating bills by up to 10 per cent. 

* Stop suffering from standby and turn off TVs, computers, 
radios and plug points when you’re not using them 

* Whether you’re cooking or making a cup of tea, only boil 
as much water as you need and use the small gas ring or 
hob if possible 

* Energy-efficient appliances are a great way to save 
money on bills. If you don’t have an A’ rated washing 
machine, try lowering the temperature of your wash. 





Visit 
the stables to 
see them train! 

Visit the races 
to see them 
run! 


Take part in... 

“The Sport of Kings” 

Did you ever dream 
of owning a racehorse? 

You don’t have to win The Lottery! 

You don’t have to be a Millionaire! 

Bag a share in one of our 2 year olds from £182.50 

You can own your own race horse with 

GG Racing 

(shared ownership scheme) 

Tel: 01233 620968 / 07951 662054 
Email: ggracing2004@hotmail.com 
www.ggracing-biz 

See our online offers at 

vouchersforkent.co.uk 
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Take the heat out of your bills 


A SLIGHT change in lifestyle 
choices could pay big dividends for 
families trying to beat the high cost 
of living. 

Increased heating and electricity bills are 
two things which are combining to make spare 
cash an increasingly rare commodity 

At present it is people who have oil central 
heating which have been the worst hit - due to 
the massive increase in prices for oil which 
more than doubled this year. 

A current fall in the dollar price per barrel 
has not been passed on to consumers by the oil 
companies - unlike petrol and diesel for cars. 

It is homes in rural area, which use oil heat¬ 
ing the most. 

But I’d suggest caution listening to experts 
who say the best way to cut down on bills is 
either to switch to gas or electric heating. 

They are set to rise as well, in the coming 
months, or install storage heaters which are a 


By NICK AMES 


cheaper alternative by far. 

But changes to the home can be made - and 
these not only help save cash but are environ¬ 
mentally friendly as well. 

• Better cavity walls and loft installation 
can make a major difference in costs. 

• Go on your local council website and find 
out what grants are available. 

• If you are on a low income or are a senior 
citizen, there’s a good chance you can get some 
free money towards your home insulation. 

• Efficient temperature controls such as 
thermostats are another way of preventing 
excess heating being generated. Older boilers 
can prove economically draining. 

• Experts recommend replacing those 
devices which are more than 20 years old or 
any that are experiencing problems. 

Savings in cost of bills will outweigh the 



initial outlay according to home economic ana¬ 
lysts. 

• Old fridges and freezers should also be 
replaced according to the findings for the same 
reasons - they use far more energy than new 
equipment. 

• Lastly homeowners should ensure that 
plugged-in appliances are turned off at the 
sockets when they are not in use and energy¬ 
saving lightbulbs are a must, they last much 
longer 

Free energy advice can be obtained by call¬ 
ing the Energy Saving Trust on 0800 512012. 

A home energy check which assesses heat¬ 
ing requirements and recommends improve¬ 
ments in efficiency can also be done online. 



GET SWITCHED ON: Efficient temperature 
controls (left) are a way of preventing excess 
heating; experts recommend replacing 
electrical devices more than 20 years old 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Farleys furniture store in Ramsgate is 
offering a free dishwasher with every 
kitchen order placed over £7,000 

■ Kingfisher Blinds in Ashford is offering 
one motorised blind either vertical or roller 
free when you spend over £1,500 

■ H & H Flooring in Deal is offering free 
accessories with all laminate flooring 

■ Spand Motors in Hythe is offering a free 
mini valet with any full service 

■ Theatre Royal in Margate is offering The 
Riddle of the Sands March 28,7.30pm. Two 
tickets for £14 (normally £12 each) quote 
KOS offer 

■ The Captain Digby pub and restaurant in 
Broadstairs is offering a free kid’s meal 
from the pirates menu with every adult 
meal ordered from the restaurant menu 

■ Southern Antennae in Broadstairs is 
offering £25 off a high gain digital aerial 

■ Village Hotel in Maidstone is offering 20 
per cent off in the Verve Grill or Victory Pub 

■ Lexterten furniture store in Westgate-on- 
Sea is offering £100 off elevating TV cabinets 

■ Acorns health and fitness in Chatham is 
offering a third off gym membership 

■ KOS is offering a Pulsar Kinetic Watch 
only £49.99 (inc p&p) no battery required, 
saving over 50 per cent on RRP 

■ Morris & Turner in Medway is offering an 
extra £10 off Taurus vanity units and basins 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


CARPET FACTORY OUTLET 

WHERE CARPETS REALLY DO COST LESS 


to/ OFF ALL STOCKED 

3U O « CARPETS 


WHOLE HOUSE DISCOUNTS!!! 


Whole House Natural Effect 

Up to 100m 2 ,100% Polypropylene, 
Stain Resistant, including Underlay, 
Grips, Fitting & Doorbars 

Was Price £1250 
NOW ONLY £1099 


Whole House Stain Whole House Loop Pile 

Resistant Twist on Felt Back 

Up to 100m2,8 Superb Colours, Including Up to 100m2,4 Colours,Heavy OR With 

Underlay, Grips, Fitting & Doorbars Domestic, Including Fitting & Doorbars Underlay & Grips 

Was Price £1250 Was Price £700 Was Price £1100 

NOW ONLY £1050 NOW ONLY £630 NOW ONLY £1000 


AYRSHIRE TWIST 

In 12 Superb Modern Neutral colours. 

80% wool, 20% Polypropylene. 45 ounce 
RRP £22.99 sq mt 
Factory Outlet Price £16.99 sq mt 


SHOP AT HOME SERVICE 

Buy flooring from the comfort of your own home. 
We come to you with a selection of samples for you 
to choose from. It is that easy with no obligation! 
Just pick up the phone and we will do the rest... 

CALI 01233 501280 



Unit 7 Ashford Trade Centre, Hall Avenue, Orbital Park 

ASHFORD 01233 501280 

Mon-Fri 9:00am-6.00pm Sat 9am-6:00pm Sun 10.00-4.00pm 

Ample FREE parking 

WWW.CARPETS4LESS.EU 



See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 
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Don’t bank on getting 
away with an overdraft 


AT a time when banks are feeling 
the pinch as much as anyone - if 
not more so - it is vital for savers to 
balance their books. 

Those who go overdrawn need to beware as 
banks will be quick off the mark when it comes 
to charging them cash penalties which can 
reach as much as £40 - half of which can be 
charged for just writing a warning letter. 

Charges have been imposed on millions of peo¬ 
ple across Britain, and in some cases they have 
been viewed as unfair by financial watchdogs. 

And at times of economic hardship they are 
the last things cash-strapped consumers want 
to fork out for. 

According to Money Expert, the penalty for 
exceeding an account limit has shot up some 
20 per cent over the last 12 months, with the 
typical levy now standing at around £30 every 
time this happens in an account. 

In such circumstances, struggling con¬ 
sumers may find that going overdrawn further 
hits their ability to meet payment responsibil¬ 
ities such as personal loans, credit cards or 
mortgage contributions. 

Customers who slip into minor difficulties 
can see a mountain of debts pile-up, as banks 
charge £20 or more to send a letter and charge 
large amounts for going into overdrafts and 
missing direct debits. 

The website Money Expert states that hikes 
in unauthorised overdraft fees - equivalent to 
an additional five pounds every time a limit is 


BY ANDREW JACKSON 


exceeded - come in spite of an ongoing investi¬ 
gation in whether such charges are in any way 
justified. 

In a landmark case brought by the Office of 
Fair Trading, banks are coming under scruti¬ 
ny for charging such high fees, with certain 
quarters claiming that they are disproportion¬ 
ate to the costs incurred by the bank for pro¬ 
cessing the transaction. 

Commenting on the situation, Sean 
Gardner, director of Money Expert, said con¬ 
sumers may be particularly exposed to these 
punitive charges in the coming months. 

He said: “For those people already in their 
overdrafts the advice is clear, keep a close tab 
on your outgoings.” 

But customers who have been charged up to 
£40 for unauthorised overdrafts, bounced 
cheques, or failed direct debits are now fight¬ 
ing back against the bank charges. 

Banks have long been accused of ripping off 
customers with the high charges they impose 
for minor account problems. 

Statistics show complaints against banks 
have soared, according to the Banking Code 
Standards Board, with most about interest 
rates and unfair charges. 

And public anger at the bonuses given to 
bankers whose actions have led to the global 
economic meltdown have fueled the feelings of 
resentment. 



CHARGES: Banks will be quick off the 
mark to send you a penalty letter for going 
overdrawn - it could reach up to £40 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Lindsay’s Driver Training in Hythe is offer¬ 
ing a Learner Driver starter pack for only £95 
which includes four lessons, theory training 
DVD Rom, Highway Code, Theory Q&A 
book, £60 pass plus discount (for under 20s) 
Young marmalade kit (low car insurance and 
cars for new drivers) 

■ GC Stevens & Son, garden machinery and 
woodstoves store in Sittingbourne is offering 
£10 off Honda mower servicing and £20 off 
Honda and Husqvama ride on mower servicing 

■ Clarkes Furnishers in Maidstone is offering 
a free power upgrade. Pay for a manual 
recliner and upgrade to a power version free. 
G Plan upholstery 

■ Lexterten furniture store in Westgate-on- 
Sea is offering £300 off upholstery orders 
over £1,500 

■ The Fireplace in Sittingbourne is offering 
10 per cent off 

■ Village Hotel in Maidstone is offering 50 
per cent off its Sunday night pasta buffet 

■ Thanet Leisure Force in Margate and 
Ramsgate is offering £100 off joining fee. At 
any Thanet leisure force fitness studio when 
you sign up to any membership package 

■ Farleys furniture store in Ramsgate is 
offering half price duvets and pillows with 
every bed purchased 

■ KOS is offering a porous seepage hose. It 
saves time and money uses up to 70 per cent 
less water. From only £19.99, save £35 on RRP 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


PlorkpQ 

I G. I i\ u o 

furnishers 


furniture for every room . . . 
for any lifestyle 



nolte 

mobel 


TEMPUR 


www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 

Sandling Road, 

Maidstone, 

Kent, 

ME14 2RF 

Tel: 01622 753073 



THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT™ 

Buy any Stressless Chair 
& Stool and Save a further 

£50 off Event Price 



UPHOLSTERY 


Free Power Upgrade. 

Pay for a manual recliner 
and upgrade to a 
power version Free. 


BEDS 

5ft at 4ft6 price on 
complete divan sets 
(excluding Tempur). 

Buy a 5ft Divan set 
and pay only the Sale 
Price of a 4ft 6. 


(Cannot be used in conjunction with 3 for 2 offer) 



Visit www.kentnews.co.uk to download the three Clarkes special savings vouchers. 
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BY NICK AMES 


AS the credit crunch well and truly 
bites diners would probably be 
excused for feeling that getting a 
table at a restaurant should be a 
lot easier. 

Well in some cases that’s true. 

In one case I know of a friend who never 
managed to eat at London’s top tables current¬ 
ly rings some of those who snubbed him in mid 
afternoon - and asks if they have any tables 
available for 8pm. 

“Certainly Sir,” replies the obsequious 
Maitre de. Laughing my friend replies 
“Thought so” and puts the phone down. 

Top restaurants across the world are all now 
accepting last-minute bookings which they 
would have sneered at a year ago. 

I got a table at Balthazar in downtown New 
York after walking in off the street whereas 
two years ago I called the place up only to be 
told Madonna had block booked it. 

But for the slightly less exclusive places it is 
not proving easy at all to get bums on seats. 

Middle market chains, such as Pizza 
Express, Pizza Hut, Strada and Japanese noo¬ 
dle bar Wagamama are attracting thousands 
of customers every week with discount offers 
and two-for-one specials. 

These deals are being downloaded from the 
internet by bargain-hunting diners across the 
country each week. 

And then there are the coupons given away 
with newspapers, especially the Sundays who 
seem to have an offer a week. 

Analysts say the reason that the middle 
market is making such an effort is that they 
have relatively high fixed costs and so profit 
margins are tight in times of plenty. 

So when fewer people are opting to eat out 
they can see the profit-loss equation go into 
the red. 

But chains have to be very cautious when 
they offer deals on meals. 



CREDIT MUNCH: Middle-market chains are attracting thousands of customers every week 


Bargain deals, get 
a pizza the action 


Usually one thing which will not be any 
cheaper is drink. Alcohol has one of the high¬ 
est mark ups of anything served in restau¬ 
rants so you’ll rarely see a buy one beer and 
get one free on offer. The odd free bottle of wine 
per table of four would be more likely. 

But restaurants catering for families and 
middle income people know they have to work 
hard if they are to survive. 

Richer people will always eat out say the 


experts - and there is always going to be the 
demand for a Chinese or Indian takeaway 
right across the board. 

It’s the middle market which is suffering as 
waiting areas packed in pizza restaurants 
show and queues outside the high street 
Italian eateries demonstrate. 

There are bargains out there and make sure 
you take a look on the restaurant chains web¬ 
site before you go. 


To see this clip, search ‘crunch’ 

@ yourkenttv.co.uk 



■ You don’t need to go abroad on 

holiday. We discover what’s on your 
_ doorstep that will save you money 

Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Holiday Inn Express in Ramsgate is offer¬ 
ing conference room hire for £95 per day 
including LCD projector, flipchart, pens and 
one round of coffee plus free parking 

■ GG Racing in Ashford is offering £40 off 
a 1/100th share in racing shares 

■ Elephant Windows in Ramsgate is offering 
£100 off with any order placed over £2,000 

■ A & A Gliderobes in Canterbury is offer¬ 
ing up to £100 off 

■ Kentish Hardwood in Rainham is offering 
10 per cent off carpets 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 
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See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 
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Perfect nails by professionals! 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Full set of Acrylic Nails now only £22.00 
for first time customers! 

AND 

An incentive for regular clients. 

Introduce a friend to a full set 
of nails and receive 10% OFF 
Valid until the 31 st of March 

Fully qualified and experienced staff 
Open: Mon-Sat I0am-7pm Sun I lam-4pm 



144 King Street Ramsgate 

01843 583 202 See our discount vouchers online @ wvvw.vouchersforkent.co.uk 


Create MAXIMUM storage 
whilst using LESS space! 


• Free Design 
& Quotation 

• Made to measure 
sliding wardrobe 
system 

• Saftey backed mirror or 
wooden panel doors 


• Choice of solidwoood, 
aluminium or laminated 
frames 

• Fitted interiors to 
customer requirements 

• Matching bedrooom 
furniture available 


L 


E2 A&A GLIDEROBES 


www.aa-gliderobes.co.uk 


01227 731746 


Unit 9, Stour Valley Business 

Park, Ashford Rd, Canterbury Q a n to make an appointment 
(next to Wyevale Garden Centre) to view our showroom 

See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


Looking for a Conservatory? 


h8b4M 

lILUkl 


FROM BLACK TO WHITE & 

EVERY COLOUR ll\l 
BETWEEN 

THE Cotay CHOICE 
IS YOURS 


IGalflML 


Full conservatory design & 
installation service. 

Free Colour on orders before 31/03/09 

For a FREE quotation Tel: 01843 230155 


Fax 01843 296076 56 Addington Street 

Margate Kent CT9 IQS 

www.colourchoiceupvc.co.uk 


See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 



How is the 


We took to the streets of Kent 

to find out what vou think... 



ROBIN ADAIR FROM WILLESBOROUGH, ASHFORD. SAID: 


kk I have lost a couple of window cleaning jobs in 
the town, like Woolworths. It’s hard to know who 
to blame. It’s all about greed. We can all cut back 
on things but that won’t help the econonpy 


DARREN GOLDER, MOBILE PHONE SHOP MANAGER IN 
ASHFORD, SAID: 


44 I have less spending money these days and have 
cut back on a lot of luxuries. Our customers aren’t 
worried about new phones at the moment; they are 
worried about their tariff and airtime. They want to 
know they are getting good value for money. 






KIM SHEARER, FROM DOVER, SAID: 


kk I haven’t been spending as much as I usually 
would, but that’s since I had a new conservatory 
put up in my house last year which I put on my 
credit card. I don’t want to spend too much extra 
while I’m still paying for that, 


CONAN EVERETT, 24, FROM DOVER, SAID: 


44 I got made redundant back in January but I’ve 
been lucky and have got back into work already. 
I’m self-employed now. I think I’ll be cutting back 
on what I spend from now on though, like not buy¬ 
ing video games and other things that I’d usually 
just go out and get without thinking about, 





JO CLARK, 24, FROM BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, SAID: 


kk To save money during the credit crunch I have 
started to make cut backs such as taking home¬ 
made lunch to work instead of going out to buy it, 
and not using my mobile phone as much. I am hop¬ 
ing to buy a house soon so I have even more of an 
incentive to save. w 



MARIA CRITTENDEN, 41, FROM BARMING, MAIDSTONE, SAID: 


kk I haven’t been affected by the credit crunch too 
much, it seems to be the people who are in debt 
and I’m lucky I’m not. I have cut back slightly on 
expensive things and gone for cheaper options 
when it comes to make-up, food and clothes but I 
think everyone has. ff 
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crunch affecting you? 


ANDREW RAMSBOTTOM, 32, UNEMPLOYED OF STAR HILL, ■ CHARLES HAGGER, 55, FROM FOLKESTONE, JOINT MANAGING 

ROCHESTER, SAID: ■ DIRECTOR OF A MARKETING COMPANY 



kk I’m absolute¬ 
ly skint. I lost my 
job in October 
and have found it 
difficult to get 
work. I have to 
watch what I 
spend my money 
on. Luxury items 
such as TVs go 
right out the 
window. H 



kk We’ve certainly had the best 
January that I can remember, in 
fact we believe we will actually 
grow during the recession. You get 
your return on investments from 
being online, in digital marketing, 
so we don’t expect to do so many 
brochures and things like that. I 
haven’t personally had to make 
any cutbacks or change of 
lifestyle, I think the future’s look¬ 
ing bright, but ask me again in six 
months’ time. n 


JULIA DRUMMOND-HAIG, 24, A DESIGNER OF HIGH STREET, ■ ANNALIESE BUSH, 41, FROM SMEETH WHO WORKS IN HR PORT 
ROCHESTER, SAID: ■ LYMPNE WILD ANIMAL PARK SAID: 


kk The credit 
crunch has not 
affected me at all. I 
haven’t spent less, 
in fact I’ve probably 
spent more because 
everything’s much 
cheaper now, with 
the high street 
shops slashing 
their prices. I’m 
quite happy with 
the credit crunch. w 



kk I think I’m quite privileged as 
my husband works and we don’t 
have children living at home, so it 
hasn’t affected me too much. I 
don’t waste money but I’m not one 
to change my shopping habits. I 
always buy from the local butcher, 
I don’t buy packaged meat or any¬ 
thing like that, I do what I can and 
support my local farmer. I’m 
thinking I’ll invest in antiques as 
that’s the way to go, where else do 
you put your money? ff 




FARLEYS 

L%tabJKhcd 1923 ~ four gene rations of Family Service & Quality 



J -V 

Beat the Credit Crunch 
with Farleys 

We will continue to offer excellent 
value and good service through 
these difficult times 

S___ f 

| Download offer vouchers | 

NOW at 

1^ www.vouchersforkent.co.uk \ 



Townley House, 48-54 Chatham Street 
NOW OPEN 10am - 4pm SUNDAYS Ramsgate Kent CT11 7PR Tel: 01843 593069 

sales@jcfarley.co.uk www.farleysfurniture.co.uk 

Established 1928 - Four Generations of Family Service & Quality 
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Employing greener ways 

Eco companies save money and have hap p ier staff 


IF you’re thinking about moving or 
refurbishing your office, taking an 
environmental approach offers 
real, practical business benefits - 
for your people, your reputation 
and importantly your profits. 

Here are our top 10 reasons to 
‘go green’: 

1 Save money 

Being a sustainable organisation can add to 
your bottom line. Energy saving lighting, heat¬ 
ing and ventilation in your offices reduces 
energy bills. Savings go straight to your prof¬ 
its. 

For example, a company that turns over £1 
million. Saving 20 per cent on their £40,000 
annual energy costs is equivalent to increasing 
their profit by eight per cent. 

2 Cut your tax bill 

Enhanced Capital Allowances scheme 
(ECAs) is a government plan that gives tax 
breaks to companies if they install certain 
energy efficient equipment and machinery. 
Put simply, you can write off the whole of the 
capital cost of your investment against your 
taxable profits. 

So it’s a boost to your cash flow, and your 
investment takes less time to pay for itself. 

3 Staff save you money 

Protecting our planet has become an impor¬ 
tant issue and it is likely that your staff will 
want to make a real difference. Encouraging it 
in the office can tap into that commitment 
within your team. 

One way is to promote recycling. So if you’re 


By LARA CONAWAY 


planning a move or refurbishment you could, 
for example, build recycling points into your 
design, rather than having individual rubbish 
bins. You’ll save paper and reduce your costs. 

4 Stay on the right side of legislation 
The government is getting serious about 

going green, and new legislation is constantly 
coming into force. That can mean hefty fines 
for companies that don’t comply. 

Take the European Union’s Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD)2. It 
was introduced in 2006 to encourage companies 
to reduce the environmental impact of their 
buildings. And in January 2009, it becomes law. 
So if you’re planning changes in your office, 
thinking about the EPBD now could save the 
headache of financial penalties later. 

5 Avoid negative press 
Environmental protection organisations are 

taking a stand against companies they believe 
aren’t considering their responsibilities. 
Greenpeace, for example, has staged protests 
where they’ve found companies using illegally 
sourced timber from protected forests. Save 
time and cash by dealing with protestors by 
avoiding materials which may cause protest. 

6 Improve your brand 

Consumers and companies are increasingly 
showing their environmental awareness by 
choosing to deal with responsible companies. 
So taking a green stance can give you credibil¬ 
ity - and the edge over the competition, which 
should benefit your profile and profits. 

7 Attract the best employees 

There’s a whole generation of younger work¬ 


ers who’ve grown up learning about the impor¬ 
tance of environmental issues - and it’s now a 
key social concern. Reflecting those ideas at 
work can be a big attraction for potential 
employees. 

This was shown in a recent survey by 
Eversheds. Two-thirds of employees said that 
their working environment had a significant 
influence on whether or not they’d accept a job. 

8 It can keep your team healthy 

A green workplace can help reduce absen¬ 
teeism in your office. Plenty of fresh air and 
natural light are good starting points. 

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are 
substances that can be harmful to health. 
They include formaldehyde, which is in the top 
10 per cent of the most hazardous substances 
to human health. Yet it’s found all over many 
offices, in everything from fabric finishes and 
fire retardants, to gloss paints and insulation. 

If you’re considering a move or a refurbish¬ 
ment, choosing products that contain few or no 
VOCs can help to improve the well-being of 
your staff, reducing absenteeism... and mak¬ 
ing you money. 

9 Retain staff and encourage loyalty 

Your employees’ priorities in life may not 
always match your own. For example, making 
money for you or your shareholders probably 
isn’t top of their list. But the environment 
might be. 

So if your team sees your company doing 
good work, you’re more likely to have a happy, 
well-motivated and loyal workforce. 

10 It’s your chance to do the right thing 

According to the Department for Trade and 

Industry, the built environment - including 
offices, shops and factories - is responsible for 



GREEN SCENE: Employees said the working 
environment had a significant influence 


47 per cent of carbon emissions. 

Although it’s not always easy being green, 
businesses have a real opportunity to be clean¬ 
er, greener, healthier. And it really can help 
beat the Crunch. 

• Lara Conaway is Sustainability Manager 
at Morgan Lovell one of the the UK’s leading 
office design, fit out, refurbishment and 
relocation specialist. 



wi www.kentnews.co.uk 




BEAT THE CREDIT CRUNCH 
work from home! 


£200 OFF every £1000 
Spent on home office Furniture* 

View our full range including special offers at 

www.lexterten.com 

or visit our showroom. 

Offer Expires 31 /3/09 Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer* 


Download other discount vouchers from 14 Suffolk Avenue, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8JG 

or phone the For more information, call 
showroom for further details. or visit 


0800 2888 244 
www.lexterten.com 
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Great Savings across the store. 


60oz 

80% Wool Twist 
Extra Heavy Domestic 

Special Price 

£26.31 Sq m. 

Usually 

£29.90 Sq m. 


Stain Free Saxony 

*10 Year* 
Stain & Wear 
Warranty 

Special Price 
£22.43 Sq m. 

Usually 

£24.82 Sq m. 



Natural Companions 

Berber Stripe 

100% Pure NewWool 
Heavy Domestic Use 

Special Price 

£27.81 Sq m. 

Usually 

£31.99 Sq m. 



Sarakhan 

Luxury berber loop pile 

100% Pure Wool 
4 Ply Quality Yarn 

Special Price 
£32.29 Sq m. 

Usually 

£37.97 Sq m. 


Free Fitting to rooms over £250 anywhere in Thanet 

FREE Measure & Estimating - Quality Installation - Quality Laminate, Vinyl and Wood Floorings also available 



m 


ft 


Broadway Knole Suite 

This beautiful, bespoke, hand crafted suite 
I comes with an extensive 
selection of luxurious fabrics to 
choose from. The dimensions of the 
■ furniture can also be adjusted to meet 
^ your requirments. 

2 Seater Sofa (shown) 

SAVE £400 


Was £2,875 Now Only £2,475 

See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 



Up to 20 % OFF 

Custom Made Curtains 

by Bel field & Hardy 


Orders Over £100 - 5 % OFF 
Orders Over £200 - 10 % OFF 
Orders Over £400 - 15 % OFF 
Orders Over £800 - 20 % OFF 

Deliveries Approximately 7-10 Days 


Opening Times 

Monday - Friday 
Saturday 

3, Broad Street, 


9am - 5:30 pm 
9am - 5:00 pm 

Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8NQ 


Offers End 23rd March 


TEL. 01843 591930 www.coxandsonfurnishings.co.uk 


COX & SON 


SINCE 1909 


& Kitchen ©ODD 3 

\ft 7 *tolabli@ gmj] gg© cCas (gatemefo© Gtaags e (7 fcPaHsetftag 

CECQQt)SQDC3D [*XK2 x£Ic!X 3Q3 0DiX3t?^!W3 11x30© cscd csOSst? 


See our Discount Vouchers on-line <£ 
vouchersforkent.co.uk 


Quality China 
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It’s offally cheap and tasty 

Nose-to-tail eating is set to become the big foodie trend of 2009 as people look to save money. Offal 
devotee and foodwriter Sophie Grigson shares her tips for eating innards, plus some tempting recipes 



INNARD IT LOVELY: Stuffed braised lamb’s heart; and below right, fried liver, studded with 
sage leaves and caramelised onions, to take your tastebuds trip back a few years 


BYLUCYCORRY 


LOOKED at buying steak recent¬ 
ly? What about a nice, fat lamb 
chop? 

If a trip to the butcher - or even the super¬ 
market meat counter - is enough to make you 
feel faint, then it’s time to follow the big new 
trend in food for 2009. 

Offal - everything from oxtail and tongue to 
kidneys, tripe and heart - is where it’s at, fol¬ 
lowed by other, lesser known cuts of meat. 

Once just the preserve of food fetish clubs 
and wartime cookbooks, nose-to-tail eating is 
now heartily and hungrily endorsed by 
celebrity chefs such as Nigel Slater, Hugh 
Feamley-Whittingstall and Gordon Ramsay. 

Economic pressures combined with a grow¬ 
ing sense of adventure in the kitchen and an 
awareness of offal’s nutritional benefits, are 
now causing the rest of us to follow suit. 

After noticing a 50 per cent rise in demand 
for cheap cuts of meat like lamb neck, 
Sainsburys is doubling its range to include old 
favourites such as pig trotters, beef shin and 
lamb breast. 

Product developer Georgina Stobart says 
these cuts are returning to supermarket 
shelves partly due to their reappearance on 
restaurant and gastropub menus. 

“This year we’re expecting to see a massive 
resurgence in nose-to-tail home cooking, as 


people tighten their belts and look to spend 
more time ‘comfort cooking 5 and preparing 
meals themselves,” she says. 

That’s music to the ears of best-selling food- 
writer and chef Sophie Grigson, who has loved 
eating some of the more unmentionable cuts of 
meat since she was a small child. 

“The dish I remember best was sweetbreads 
cooked with banana and cream,” she says. 

“It sounds distressingly outlandish but 
believe me, it isn’t. It is fabulously good. 


“More familiar steak and kidney pie or pud¬ 
ding occasionally graced the table, but when 
time was short supper was more likely to be a 
plate of tender devilled lamb’s kidneys, or fried 
liver, studded with sage leaves and 
caramelised onions. Tongue was another 
favourite, cooked, curled and pressed into 
shape, then sliced thickly and reheated in a 
sweet and sour sauce.” 

Sophie says oxtail stew - “so rich and irre¬ 
sistibly sticky and savoury” - remains one of 


her all-time favourite autumn or winter 
meals, ladled over steaming buttery mashed 
potatoes. 

She’s keen to convert others to the cause and 
wants to put offal back on family menus. 

“Many of us probably haven’t eaten offal 
since we were kids but now it’s truly time to 
get it back on our tables,” she says. 

“Don’t be put off by your childhood memories 
or squeamishness and miss out! 

“Offal is simple to cook and extraordinarily 
flavoursome, whether it’s quick and delicious 
devilled kidneys or a homely, slow-cooked 
stuffed lamb’s heart, there are cuts and recipes 
to suit all tastes.” 

STUFFED BRAISED LAMB’S HEART 

(Serves 4-6) 

Preparation time: 35 minutes 
Cooking time: Under 2 hours 
4 prepared lambs’ hearts 
8 streaky bacon rashers 
For the onion and mushroom stuffing: 

40g/l l/2oz butter 
1 small onion, peeled and chopped 
50g/2oz mushrooms, chopped 
75g/3oz sausagemeat 

15ml/ltbsp freshly chopped flat-leaf parsley 
15ml/ltbsp freshly chopped tarragon 
Salt and freshly milled black pepper 
2.5ml J l/2tsp ground mace 
1 small egg, beaten 
For the braising sauce: 

15ml/ltbsp olive oil 
15ml/ltbsp plain flour 


No room to extend... we have the answer 

at Dartford Portable Buildings Ltd 


For Credit Crunching, money saving 
offers see our vouchers online at 

vouchersforkent.co.uk 




We can offer a complete service to design, supply, 
deliver & erect your SPECIAL timber building. 

To view timber buildings or try garages 
at our showground... 


Compton/ 


buildings 


Mark*! Leaders 


Call Dartford Portable Buildings 
on 01322 229521 
email: sales@dpbl.co.uk www.dpbl.co.uk 

Hawley Garden Centre • Hawley Road • Dartford DA2 7RB 




2 Great Offers 
1 Fantastic Location 


a w.bihntfeMnMiir-Irnurr.iii.uL 


Money doesn't 
Grow on Trees 

*1 /3 rd 


acorns^ 


WHEN YOU PAY FOR YOUR PREMIER OFF PEAK OR COUPLES MEMBERSHIP UP FRONT* 

• PRICE FOR LIFE • LIMITED MEMBERSHIP 

"Terms and Conditions Apply 


4 
► <. 



•it 


FREE FUNCTION HIRE!* 

Are you planning a function? 

Whatever the occasion, Martin Grove conference and 

banqueting suite is the perfect venue for your event. 




*Terms and Conditions apply 

Contact our Customer Advisors for further information 


It 


01634 682862 


Part of Lordswood Leisure Centre, 

North Dane Way, Chatham, Kent ME5 8YE 

www.martingrove.co.uk 
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and it’s back on the menu 


200ml/7fl oz good, hot beef stock 
1 x 200g can chopped tomatoes with garlic 
Dash Tabasco sauce, optional 
100ml/3 l/2fl oz red wine 
30ml/2tbsp freshly chopped flatleaf parsley 
Preheat the oven to gas mark 4/180C/350F. 
Prepare the stuffing, heat half the butter in 
a large non-stick pan and cook the onion and 
mushrooms. Transfer to a large bowl and stir 
in the remaining ingredients. 

To make the braising sauce, heat the oil in 
the same frying pan, add the flour and cook for 
one to two minutes. Gradually add the stock, 
tomatoes Tabasco (if used) and wine. Bring to 
the boil, reduce the heat, season and simmer 
for five minutes. Add the parsley, cover and set 
aside. 

Season the hearts and spoon the stuffing 
mixture into the cavity of each. Wrap with the 
bacon and secure with butcher’s string. Heat 
the remaining butter in the same hying pan 
and brown the hearts on both sides. Transfer 
to a roasting dish. 

Pour over the sauce, cover and cook for two 
hours, or until the hearts are tender. 

Remove the butcher’s string, slice and serve 
with creamy mash and seasonal vegetables. 



Trot along for something different off the supermarket shelf 


PIGS trotters have not be a feature of the 
restaurant menu or supermarket shelf for 
many years. 

Nor for that matter have ox cheeks been 
popular for Sunday lunch? 

But supermarkets are gradually reintro¬ 
ducing these cuts of meat to shoppers bitten 
by the credit crunch. And they will certainly 
help hungry families who need to tighten 
their belts. 

Stewing steak costs around £4.30 per lb 
per shop, compared to fillet, which sells 
at £19 per lb. And pig’s cheeks are £1.35 a 
lb, while pig’s trotters are even cheaper at 
90p a lb. 

Maureen Strong, nutrition advisor for the 
Meat Service at the Agriculture and 
Horticulture Development Board, has 
looked at the relative benefits to those who 
start to eat the cuts of meat which were once 
a staple of the British diet. 

“There will be variation in these types of 
meats, depending on the cut,” she said 

“Trotters are not renown for their protein 
content above other cuts of meats, but this 
will depend entirely on how it is cooked or 
cut in the first instance. 

“The main difference which we can high¬ 
light in these types of meats will be the food 
quality. Try and compare a sirloin steak to a 
stewing steak and you’ll get a similar com¬ 
parison to pig’s trotters and, say, bacon or 
pork belly. 

“The former will take longer to cook and 
longer to chew - the very reasons these 


meats went out of fashion some time ago.” 

JC Rook, one of the county’s leading 
butchers, agree that the trend is towards 
selling some previously less fashionable 
meats. 

Maidstone manager Stephen Abbott said: 
“We are selling more stewing steak - that’s 
really noticeable. 

“Recently there was a programme with 
Jamie Oliver talking about how to cook a 
shoulder of pork and that week we sold out. 
It’s a good thing on the whole. Selling these 
cuts of meat means we can keep prices of 
other cuts down - so everyone benefits.” 

Dietician Amanda Ursell thinks that mak¬ 
ing these cuts of meat healthy is all about 
the cooking. 

She said: “The good thing about old cuts of 
meat, like oxtail and pig’s trotters is not the 
meat themselves - as they have consider¬ 
ably less protein - but the things they are 
cooked with. 

“These types of meats are fantastic in 
soups, stews and casseroles to give a meaty 
flavour. Add beans, pulses and plenty of veg 
and you’ve got yourself a healthy dish that is 
great value too.” 

And it isn’t just these blast-from-the-past 
cuts driving down the cost of food. According 
to the experts, swapping the favourable 
types of meats for various other cuts, 
already on the market, could benefit those 
affected by the credit crunch crisis. 

“If people feel afraid to take the plunge 
with foods like trotters, even swapping 



chicken breast or sirloin for a shoulder joint 
can save a family up to 40 per cent,” says 
Richard Cullen from Research and Insight 
at the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board. 

“The credit crunch has certainly created 
awareness for a variety 
of meats on the market 
that taste just as 
good - which is a 
good thing. 

“Whether Britons M I 
will be running out I 
to buy pig’s trotters 7 
for their tea every 
night, I can’t say, 
but I am sure 
favourable meats on 
the market will 
change.” 

SELL OUT: JC Rook, 
one of the county’s 
leading butchers 
sold out of 
shoulder of 
pork after it 
had been 
featured on a 
Jamie Oliver 
(pictured) 
cookery 
programme 


J 





chimney? No problem... 


• Supply & Installation of all 

types of flue systems 

• Pre-pack Fuel & Accessories 

• Chimneys Rebuilt & Repointed 
• NACS Registered Chimney Sweep 

• HETAS Registered Installer 

See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


01634 855 098 


Specialists in Stoves'& 
- Wood & Multi fuel 
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Let’s carry on camping 

The great British holiday is having a revival thanks to 
the recession, so book vour caravan for summer 2009 



THE WAY WE WERE?: Caravan holidays are set for a dramatic 2009 comeback 

(Painting Kevin Walsh, print £29.95 see www.robertopiecollection.com) 


THE credit crunch is boosting stay- 
at-home holidays with a massive 
increase in bookings for caravans 
and camping sites. 

With the Euro almost worth the same as the 
pound, people are swapping expensive foreign 
holidays for “staycations” with towed caravans 
or mobile homes according to travel experts. 

Advance bookings for caravan and camping 
sites for this year are already up 40 per cent on 
this time last year. And sites are already 
recording an increased occupancy of 19 per 
cent - even though it is still winter. 

‘We confidently predict that 2009 will be the 
year that welcomes the return of the great 
British holiday” said Nick Lomas of the 
Caravan Club, whose membership rose by 10 
per cent in 2008. 

Quarterly travel and tourism figures released 
by the Office of National Statistics show that 
the number of visits abroad by UK residents 
was down by six per cent for the three month 
period during the later part of the summer of 
last year compared with the previous quarter - 
and in a recent survey by VisitBritain, the 
majority of those who responded said they 
would consider British holidays. 

And statistics show that although 90 per cent 
of British people claim to be saving money in 
this tough economic climate, few plan to cut 
back on holidays. In light of the decrease in over¬ 
seas visits, this suggests Brits are still holiday¬ 
ing, but without leaving the British Isles. 

Caravanning is the most popular paid-for hol¬ 


iday option, with a 19 per cent share of the mar¬ 
ket - second only to staying with friends and 
family. Although the UK offers many different 
options for those wishing to holiday here, 
records show that in the previous 12 months, 
sales of caravans and camping accessories have 
reached levels never achieved before. 

Hoseasons chief executive Richard Carrick 
said the UK would benefit from the projected 
downturn in the 2009 overseas holiday mar¬ 
ket as consumers increasingly feel the pinch. 

He said: “There is broad agreement that the 
overall number of trips taken by Britons will 
not rise in 2009, but neither will it fall much. 


This means that the UK is well set to benefit 
from the predicted reduction in overseas trips. 

“People will still want to go on holiday but they 
are likely to take short breaks closer to home as 
and when they can afford it. It will be a case of 
‘pack up the car and go’, with a continuation in 
the ongoing trend for very late booking.” 

The Caravan Club is delighted with the 
trend and say holidaying in this country adds 
a massive £180 million to local economies. 

Mr Carrick added: “This is the biggest oppor¬ 
tunity to sell Britain ever, and we believe the 
travel trade will increasingly see the benefits 
of promoting domestic holidays in 2009.” 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Hazlitt Arts Centre in Maidstone is offer¬ 
ing two for one offer on music nights tickets 
normally £12 each, now two tickets for £12 

■ H & H Flooring in Deal is offering an extra 
10 per cent off all carpets 

■ Deco 5, wine bar and gallery in 
Whitstable is offering 20 per cent off food 
all day Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Light tapas-style menu 

■ Cox & Son, furniture and soft furnishings- 
store in Ramsgate is offering interest-free 
credit on all carpet orders over £1,000 

■ Angel Nail Studio in Ramsgate is offering 
first full set of acrylic nails for £22 and first 
infill’s half price 

■ Avalone Flooring Ltd in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off carpets 

■ Avinco Limited in Ramsgate is offering 15 
per cent off aerial installation 

■ Bourne Road Garage in Crayford is offer¬ 
ing free car mats with all Mazda purchases 
new and used 

■ Carpets 4 Less in Ashford is offering 10 
per cent off carpets, rugs, vinyls, laminate 
and wood floors 

■ Clarkes Furnishers in Maidstone is offer¬ 
ing bed bargains - buy a 5ft divan set and 
pay only the sale price of a 4ft 6in 

■ KOS is offering Snugfit mattress topper 
from Slumberdown from only £69.99, save 
up to £40. Various sizes available 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 



Bronze package includes: 

• Toast master and drinks for toast • 3 course wedding breakfast (up to 100 people) 

• Bucks fizz reception • Bridal car • Flower decorations for tables 

• Three tier wedding cake • DJ Disco • Venue hire with ceremony held at venue * 

• RedAVhite wine for tables • Personal wedding planner (* Registrar is booked & paid for separately, but can be arranged by us.) 


For rates on our Silver and Gold Bridal packages 
please call our wedding planner to discuss. 

Also available: 

• Marouee hire for 100 people on lawn (fully lined, carpeted, lit, dressed and own bar) 
Tailor made packages designed to your own needs 

Christenings, Renewal of Vows, Christenings, Civil Partnerships & Wakes 

We understand how important your wedding day is, 
so let us help make it perfect... Call us now to 
see how we can help make your dream come true 


The Orchard, Spot Lane, Otham, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME15 8SE 
E-Mail: 

enquiries@theorchardspot.co.uk 


Telephone: 
01622 861802 


Introducing 

Complete Wedding Packages 

from 7U& OrcJuwi Sfrfflr 

Packages are Bronze, Silver and Cold and start from as little as £5,495+VAT 


See our Discount 
Vouchers on-line @ 
vouchersforkent.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS PREPARATION: Don’t let the cost of the festive period catch you out, plan now 

It’s not too early to start 
saving for Christmas 


BY ANDREW JACKSON 


It may not even be spring time yet 
but financial experts are urging 
people to plan for the future by sav¬ 
ing up for Christmas. 

Last year less than one in five of the people 
who responded to a survey by PayPoint, the 
UK’s leading payment collection agency, made 
a serious effort to save for the festive season. 

And one in 10 of the 1,000 respondents 
admitted they blew an entire month’s pay and 
any bonuses they might have gained on gifts 
and partying - leaving them with nothing at 
all when it came to the month of January 

A total of £18 billion was spent across the 
UK in 2008 on Christmas presents despite the 
economic slump. Predictions for the coming 
season say this figure is likely to be exceeded. 

And many families felt the pinch for a num¬ 
ber of weeks following the festive season. 

So it is probably not a surprise that more 
than 200,000 people have already signed up to 
begin saving for the holidays in nine months 
time with Christmas savings company Park 
which is a partner of PayPoint. 

This figure is expected to double in the next 
few months according to analysts. 

Peter Brooker Head of Corporate Affairs at 
PayPoint said: “Park helps people plan, budget 
and save for next year.” 

Savers can use PayPoint outlets to sign up 
for the scheme and these are located in stores 
such as Co-op, Spar, Costcutter, Sainsbury’s 
Local and One Stop. 

Gary Woods, Park’s Managing Director, said: 
“Christmas is a difficult and expensive time 
for many, so our partnership with PayPoint 
will ensure that saving is really made easy 
with 21,000 PayPoint outlets across the UK 
and Ireland. On average our customers save 
almost £400 over the year, removing much of 
the worry. 

“Everything is delivered in plenty of time for 
the festivities, giving customers time to relax 
and enjoy time with their families.” 


Another suggestion is to enjoy the holiday 
season without all the stress and strain and 
budget-breaking expenses by having 
Christmas all year round. 

Financial planners say, for example, if your 
son or daughter wants a new bike, don’t tell 
him he’ll have to wait for Christmas. He prob¬ 


ably couldn’t ride it then anyway 
Instead shop around for a really great buy 
and surprise him on May 3 and say that 
Christmas came early. 

Spreading Christmas throughout the year is 
much cheaper and leaves you time to really 
enjoy the time off with your family. 


To see this clip, search ‘crunch’ 


@ yourkenttv.co.uk 



rare' 



Setting up a small business? We’ve 
sought out the professionals to see if 
now is the right time to go it alone 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ St Georges Chevrolet in Margate is offer¬ 
ing free three years servicing extended AA 
roadside membership 


■ Holiday Inn Express in Ramsgate is offer¬ 
ing a room, bed and breakfast and entertain¬ 
ment package for £55 which includes 
movies, music and internet plus free parking 


■ GG Racing in Ashford is offering free 
memorabilia - buy a share in a racehorse 
and receive a free mouse mat, coaster, key 
ring and fridge magnet worth over £10 


■ KOS is offering luxury Egypitian cotton 
400-count percale bed linen. Save up to 40 
per cent off RRP 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 



•Viking Mowers & Shredders 

•Stihl Chainsaws, Hedge Cutters & Skimmers 

•Husqvarna Chainsaws & Skimmers 


W® a0©@ sQ®©Cs KfloaOGB^feO ©Sots© 

\ 270 (S© DMUgj© available ° tall Installation 


ors 

liable 


Take advantage of our money saving offers 
& see our vouchers online at vouchersforkent.co.uk 

f /'qn Come along to our showroom 

Centre 2000, St. Michaels Road, Sittingbourne. 

^ or visit www.gcstevens.co.uk 


HONDA 


©Husqvarna 


HOMEPOWER 

DON’T WAIT FOR A 
POWER CUT 
ELECTRICITY 
TO YOUR HOME OR 
BUSINESS WHEN THE 
MAINS POWER FAILS 

We are main Dealers for a great range of Generators, with 5 years experience 
in the Domestic, Healthcare and Small Business market. 

Our machines can be controlled through Manual or Fully Automatic Mains Fail 
Switches. 



Powered by Petrol, Gas (LPG) or Diesel. 

If the mains fail you will lose: Lighting, central heating and hot water fridge, 
freezer, TV, computers, security systems and all things powered by electricity. 

We will carry out a free survey to assess your Power requirements and help 
you choose a system that suits your needs and budget. 

Homepower installs the systems and we continue to look after you with 2 
service visits and telephone support in the first year. A Service Contract is 
available for future years. 


Please call on 01689 857034 or e-mail 
admin@homepowerltd.com to arrange a visit to see how 
simple and affordable it is to give you Peace of Mind. 


See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 
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Working out how to cut 



1 costs from home 


By TONY O’NEILL 


HOME GYM: Cut expensive gym costs by 
exercising at home, you only need dumb-bells 


MORE people than ever are beat- 
the credit crunch by keep¬ 
ing in shape training at home. 

With gym membership costing 
around £500, exercising in the home 
is a growing trend. 

Research shows that just 43 per 

cent pay a visit to their gym on a regular 
basis where as this time last year the number 
was 71 per cent. 

Around a quarter of those staying in say 
they work out with their partners. 

Hollywood personal trainer Cornell Chin, 
who has worked alongside stars such as 
Audrey Tatou and Leonardo Di Caprio, said 
home training has taken off in a big way. 

He said: “The cost is of course a major 
implication. You do not have to fork out for a 
gym membership if you work out in your 
house. 

“Then there is the convenience. No time is 
spent going to and from the gym, you don’t 
need to queue for equipment and you can lis¬ 
ten to your own CDs. 

“Exercise DVDs can tell you what you need 
to know just as well as trainers and coaches. 

“Lastly if it’s cold and wet outside you don’t 
need to make the effort to go out. 

“It’s all there for you indoors.” 

Although you can buy exercise equipment 


for the home, the only item that is vital are 
dumb-bells. 

Popular exercises include bodyweight work 
such as press-ups, pull-ups, skipping and jog¬ 
ging. 

But specialist equipment in the home is also 
becoming more and more popular. 

Nearly half of the people taking part in the 
survey said they had purchased dome items. 

These included treadmills, rings, exercise 
balls, weights and even bars. 

Website www.weightlossforgood.co.uk has 
identified exercises for home use. On the site 
details of how to lose weight are shown as well 
as ways of strengthening muscles. 

Experts add that it is a good idea to check 
with a health professional and ask their opin¬ 
ion before undertaking any exercise, especial¬ 
ly if it has been a while since you have under¬ 
taken any fitness. 

These are their hints: 

• Start off gently, and work within your com¬ 
fort zone 

• Increase your effort gradually over several 
weeks 

• Maintain regular breathing throughout 
the exercises, try not to hold your breath - your 
muscles need oxygen! 

• Try to keep strict form with control, not 
using momentum. 

They also emphasise not to undertake any 
exercise if you are in pain or feeling unwell. If 
you feel faint, dizzy or unwell while exercising 
stop. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Cox & Son furniture store in Ramsgate is 
offering to upgrade your carpet underlay for 
free, give super for standard price, and 
deluxe for super price 

■ Avalone Flooring Ltd in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off laminates 

■ Avinco Limited in Ramsgate is offering a 
free consultation on digital TV 

■ Bourne Road Garage in Crayford is offer¬ 
ing a free tank of fuel with all Mazda pur¬ 
chases new and used 

■ Clarkes Furnishers in Maidstone is offer¬ 
ing £50 off the sale price when you buy any 
stressless chair and stool 

■ Stonecroft Emporium in Broadstairs is 
offering free glowing bunny ears free when 
you buy a UV Tutu skirt 

■ Lenleys in Canterbury is offering an extra 
£2 sq m off sale price of any carpet order 
over 15sq m, which includes underlay. Free 
fitting for standard rooms 

■ Nasons in Canterbury is offering 10 per 
cent off beds and bedroom furniture 

■ Old Sawmills in Ashford is offering 20 per 
cent off all showroom items 

■ PK Commercial Tyres in Ashford and 
Maidstone is offering £10 off MOTs 

■ KOS is offering ultra slim Danish Skagen 
watches only £69.99 save £20 on the RRP 

■ Thorley Tavern’s Oak Hotel in Ramsgate 
is offering 20 per cent off its bar-food menu 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 



We offer respite 
convalescence 
and short stays 

Our fantastic offer 

‘a respite or short stay 14 nights 
for the price of 13’ 

Visit www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

for more offers 

Call Sue or Becca to reserve you place 
at Signature Miramar: 01227 374488 

165 Reculver Road, Beltinge, Kent CT6 6PX 






Colt Works, Units 4 & 5 Pluckley Road, 
Bethersden, Ashford, KentTN26 3DD 

01233 822417 

info@oldsawmills.com www.oldsawmills.com 

See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


20% OFF ALL 
SHOWROOM 
ITEMS! 


* 
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Your mortgage could be 
a fast tracker to savings 



QUIDS IN: HSBC (inset) wrote to tracker mortgage customers about the benefit of overpaying; 
and (main) Cheltenham & Gloucester’s marketing director said overpaying is a smart move 


By GARY WRIGHT 


WE may be in tough times finan¬ 
cially but falling interest rates 
mean many mortgage holders 
have a great chance to make their 
lives better. 

Interest rates were slashed again on March 
6 to half of one percent. 

So the advice is: Pay more. 

Now that may seem crazy but if you have 
any form of tracker - the type linked to the 
bank base rate - or variable mortgage, you 
will have seen your monthly payment tumble 
over the past six months. 

If you have a mortgage of £100,000, you are 
up at least £200, every month. 

Now you could spend that money on some of 
the spectacular bargains on our high street, 
which is what the government wants because 
you’ll be helping pump money into our econo¬ 
my, saving jobs, securing the future of Britain 
etc etc. However, a typical UK borrower with a 
25-year £113,000 tracker mortgage in October 
2008 is saving £218 a month according to the 
Council of Mortgage Lenders. You can add 
another £45 a month after the February half 
per cent cut. 

And if you cany on paying the same amount 
you should be quids in. Analysts say you could 
knock years off your mortgage and benefit by 
not becoming used to spending that extra cash. 


From your own point of view, you are no 
worse off than you were six months ago but 
you will help combat any loss of equity in your 
house and you will be reducing your interest 
payments and loan term in the long run. 

HSBC wrote to 30,000 of its tracker and 
variable rate mortgage customers to explain 
the benefit of overpaying. 

Meanwhile, Lloyds TSB reported that since 
November it has received more than 27,000 
requests from customers wanting to set up 
overpayments and within days the interest 
rate was slashed by another half a percent. 

HSBC says overpaying by £100 a month on 
a £150,000 mortgage at three per cent will 
save £11,482 in interest and shorten the term 
by four years and three months. 

Stephen Noakes, Cheltenham & Gloucester’s 


marketing director, is on record saying: “For 
those who can spare the extra money, making 
overpayments is a smart move. Not only can it 
trim years off your mortgage but with house 
prices falling, overpayments will help to protect 
the equity in your home.” 

Remember interest rates will go up again 
some time in the future and for the thrifty who 
have not got used to the current low rates, 
they will not be hit when things do start creep¬ 
ing up again. 

If your job is secure, getting used to low 
interest rates is a bad thing. When they do 
start going up you will have to readjust. Yet 
now you can help pay off your mortgage more 
quickly and benefit from the fact interest rates 
are at an all time low for any savings you 
might have. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ County Bed Company in Strood and 
Tonbridge is offering 10 per cent off any 
mattress when purchased with a bedstead 

■ Lenleys in Canterbury is offering an extra 
10 per cent off sale prices of rugs, pictures, 
mirrors and lighting 

■ Nasons in Wincheap, Canterbury, is 
offering 10 per cent off carpets 

■ Oliver Carpets in Ramsgate and Herne 
Bay is offering 15 per cent off when you 
spend more than £600 

■ Pomphreys Motors in Bapchild and 
Sittingbourne is offering car rental - book 
one day and get the second free 

■ Robins and Day Motors in Canterbury is 
offering a free winter health check on pro¬ 
duction of KOS voucher (normal RRP £19.99) 

■ Atlantis Restaurant in Ramsgate is offering 
25 per cent off food from the a la carte menu 

■ Ideal Home Improvements in Sheerness 
is offering 10 per cent off advertised rates 

■ Kitchen to Table in Rochester is offering 
£10 off goods with an order value £50 

■ KOS - Save £200 on the Toyota CB04T 
Mark II sewing machine only £99.99 inc p&p 

■ Thorley Tavern in Broadstairs is offering a 
free glass of wine with The Table d hote 
menu Monday to Friday 

■ Move it Removals in Ashford is offering 
£1000 cash draw when you get a quote. 
Plus free packing boxes and paper tape for 
all removals booked 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 
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HAZLITT 

ARTS 

CENTRE 


BLOW AWAY those 
credit crunch blues 
and BRIGHTEN UP 
those cold winter 
months with our 
RED HOT SPECIAL 
OFFERS! 




COMEDY NIGHTS - 2 FOR 1 OFFER 
First Wednesday of each month - 7.30pm. Tickets 2 for £10! 
1 Apr • Ivan Brackenbury with Kevin McCarthy & Maff Brown 
6 May • Danny Ward, Dougie Dunlop & Rob Deering 

MUSIC NIGHTS - 2 FOR 1 OFFER 

First Friday of each month - 7pm. Tickets 2 for £12! 

3 Apr • Robert Drury’s Classical Guitar Recital 
3 May • The Buzzards - bluegrass and blues 

DON’T MISS... 

Shappi Khorsandi - comedian -14 March 8pm £12 c £10 • The 
False Servant - drama - 25 March 7.30pm £12 c £10 • Fascinating 
Aida - comedy trio - 27 March 7.30pm £18 c £16 • Chicago Blues 
Brothers - band - 28 March 7.30pm £16 c £15 • The Real Thing - 
soul band - 5 April 7.30pm £17.50 c £15 • The Ugly Duckling - 
family theatre -14 April 3.30pm £8.50 c £6.50 family £25 • Mark 
Thomas - comedian - 28 April 7.30pm £15 c £10 

Call the box office on 01622 758611 or visit www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk 

See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 



SELF STORAGE 

Need more space for 
work or home? 

RENT OURS! 

Purpose built indoor lockups available now, 
on short or long term rentals. Prices from £8.00 per week. 
Units are located in a flood-lit secure concrete based yard. 

• Fully Insured, No Minimum Rental Period 

• Packaging Materials Shop 

Supplying Boxes (New & Secondhand), 

Bubblewrap, tissue, Assorted Covers, Wardrobe Boxes, 

Tape, Pens, Padlocks Etc 

• Free Delivery To The Maidstone Area 

• Business & Domestic Storage 
• Purpose Built Rooms 25-225 sqft 

• Yard Container Storage 

10'& 20'Units With 24/7 Access 

• Offices For Rent 
• Self Storage 

Tel: 01622 715730 "« mwdm u STORE 


www.aylesfordselfstorage.co.uk 

Old Mill Lane, Aylesford North, Kent ME20 7DT 

To find us take Forstal Rd, Beddow Way; Pratling St , Old Mill Lane 


• Lockable Units 

• Business or Personal 

• 1 m x 1 m Lockers from £5.00 a week 

• Document Storage 

• Sprinter Van & Driver For Hire 



See our special offers online at 
www.kenfnews.co.uk 


* » M p 
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• Pallet Bulk Storage 
• Forklift on site 
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Cash is still king 

Some people are looking to make money as the financial markets collapse. 
Sarah Hamilton discovers how some are managing to do it with investments 


IN TIMES of economic gloom most 
attitudes are just “ride out the 
storm and let things get better”. 

But for a few far-sighted individuals the 
cash trough is a peak of opportunities to make 
a fortune. 

Back in 1974, when the UK stock market 
was suffering its worst decline since 1929-31 - 
it was to fall 70 per cent - the investment 
guru of the era, Jim Slater propounded a truth 
that came to define the period and later 
became something of a cliche - “cash is king”. 

His words were: “You can’t always turn 
shares into cash, or property into cash, or 
works of art into cash. But you can always 
turn cash into other things.” 

So, at the top of any would-be rich person’s 
list should be the retention of a pool of cash. 

This empowers investors to take advantage 
of an opportunity when markets over-correct 
and throw up bargains, as this present crisis 
will inevitably do. A second basic principle to 
accept is the spacing out of investments over 
time to avoid the trap of buying at the top or 
on a short-lived ‘bounce’. 

Over the past six months investors have 
sought to buy into bank shares convinced that 
they can fall no further - only to find that they 
have done so dramatically. 

No-one knows where the bottom will be or 
when it will be reached, though this has not 
deterred investors from losing a great deal of 
money on the conviction that they alone are 
the ones that know. So be careful. 


“I 



SHARES: Oppotunity to make money? 

Central to UK investor concerns is a return 
of inflation as pressure grows on the Bank of 
England’s Monetary Policy Committee to cut 
interest rates. Investors can take out some 
protection through a product that has fallen 
out of fashion in recent years: index-linked 
Government stock. 

This can be bought though a stockbroker or 
purchased through National Savings and 
Investments. It is currently offering two index- 
linked bonds of three and five years which pay a 
rate of 1.35 per cent plus the Retail Prices Index 
rate of inflation. The RPI rate is 4.1 per cent, giv¬ 
ing a rate of interest paid of 5.45 per cent. 

As the money earned is tax free, the total for 
a higher rate taxpayer is equivalent to 9.08 
per cent. Investors can subscribe for a maxi¬ 
mum of £15,000 through NSI. 

Property is the asset class from which 
investors and their advisers most recoil at 


present, it’s a brave investor who looks at real 
estate - particularly in the USA. But there are 
powerful reasons for doing so. 

As with the UK, ‘average’ figures are mis¬ 
leading as the US market covers areas of 
almost complete price collapses such as 
Detroit and areas such as up-market New 
York City and California, where values have 
held up relatively well. 

Another area of investor interest at present 
is arable land. Values have risen in some areas 
of the UK by as much as 26 per cent in the 
past year due to the higher world prices being 
obtained for crops such as wheat. 

This pressure is unlikely to relax any time 
soon. And investors who do not want to take on 
the responsibility of farm management can 
invest through a specialist fund. 

Increasingly attractive are exchange traded 
funds consisting of precious metals and gems 
which are traded on the stock market and 
allow cheap exposure to commodities previous¬ 
ly out of reach from ordinary income people. 

Investors should also widen their choice of 
assets in this category to embrace exposure to 
the increasing green energy and renewables 
sectors. Those who do not have the confidence 
to invest in this sector directly or who wish to 
spread their risk can enter through funds such 
as the £51m Jupiter Green Investment Trust. 

One thing is clear from all of this informa¬ 
tion - there are plenty of ways for forward- 
thinking portfolio managers to beat the credit 
crunch and make strong returns even in 
today’s uncertain times. 


To see this clip, search ‘crunch’ 

@ yourkenttv.co.uk 



■ Recycling may not immediately spring 
to mind as a way to stretch your 
_ budget, but it can. Here’s how... 

Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ County Bed Company in Strood and 
Tonbridge is offering a free memory foam pil¬ 
low with any memory foam divan or mattress 

■ Lindsay’s Driver Training in Hythe is offer¬ 
ing for you to train to be a driving instructor 
with £50 off a part 1 study pack 

■ Nasons in Canterbury is offering 10 per 
cent off tiles 

■ Pomphreys in Sittingbourne is offering 
half-price MOT with every service 

■ The Pavilion in Broadstairs is offering a buy- 
two-get-one free breakfast from 9.30- 
11.30am, on Saturday and Sunday 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


Leeds^Castle 

KENT, ENGLAND 



Pay once and visit all year round 


Set in 500 acres of beautiful parkland, Leeds Castle is worth a 
visit this season. From falconry displays and the aviary, through to 
the Knight’s Realm playground and the castle itself, it’s all yours 
to explore. Pay once, and your ticket allows you to visit time and time 
again for a whole year, including a full programme of daytime events. 

Get your Key to the Castle: / 

Adults £16.50, Seniors £13.50, Children £9.50 

Every ticket is valid for one year. 

Terms and conditions apply, see website for details. Grounds open at 10am. 


Spring into Easter at Leeds Castle 

10- 13 April 

National Police Dog Trials* 

23 - 26 April 

Henry Vlll’s Royal Jousting Tournament 

26 - 31 May 

Gardening & Craft Weekend 

6-7 June 

‘Plant to Plate’ Food Festival 

5-6 September 

Family Fun Weekend with Jousting 

19-20 September 


* Admission to the trials is free but a valid ‘Key to the Castle’ ticket is required to 
gain entry to the castle and attractions. 


Keep up to date with events by visiting www.leeds-castle.com 
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Golden advice for all 
you savvy investors 


By NICK AMES 


WITH confidence in the stock 
market at a low ebb, house 
prices down and savings 
losing in value, the ques¬ 
tion for 2009 is simple: 

Where can money be 
safely kept to ensure 
long-term future pros¬ 
perity for those with 
savings? 

As 2009 gets under way, 
antiques, paintings and 
postage stamps or classic 
motorcycles are all seen as 
better alternatives than stocks and shares. 

Old Masters, Ming vases and penny blacks 
are possibly beyond the reach of most mid¬ 
range savers. 

But there is one thing that is guaranteed 
to keep its value. Gold. 

Gold bullion beat all other precious saving 
alternatives in 2008, the second year run¬ 
ning and the third time since 2005. 

A £1,000 investment in gold bullion on 
New Year’s Eve last year would now be worth 
more than £1,427, according to BullionVault, 
a global gold dealer. 

During the same period, the FTSE100 
index of the UK’s top firms has dived by 
almost one-third of its value - turning £1,000 


into less than £689. 

Then there was residential 
property, which before tax, 
maintenance and mortgage 
costs has transformed every 
£1,000 invested into just £870, 
according to Nationwide fig¬ 
ures. 

In part gold’s rise over the 
year has been largely dependent 
on the loss in value of sterling 
against the US dollar, the curren¬ 
cy gold is priced in. In dollar terms 
gold rose just three per cent in 
2008. 

But looked at long term gold is a 
good bet. The FTSE has plummeted 
by 36 per cent since its record peak of 
6930, on New Year’s Eve 1999. 

On the other hand, since the turn 
of the century, gold has risen by 
246 per cent against the British pound. 

BullionVault’s, Adrian Ash told website thi- 
sismoney.com: “Since Gordon Brown sold 
half the nation’s gold reserves at rock-bottom 
10 years ago this May, gold bullion has been 
by far the best-performing asset class for 
British investors overall.” 

Analysts have stated that gold looks very 
attractive in 2009 - if for no other reason 
that the year looks bad for everything else. 

Historically gold rose during the last bout 
of sharp deflation in the Great Depression of 
the 1930s when US President Franklin 
Roosevelt revalued gold by 60 per cent and 
devalued the dollar by 60 per cent. This made 
gold’s value increase from $22/oz to $35/oz. 




We provide the full choice 
of digital aerials: 

• Sky Subscriptions 

• Freeview aerials 

• Freesat & Freesat satellite 


We also provide: 

• Free estimates/surveys/advice 
all backed up with 

CAI & warranty 

• Sky Freeshare dish 


Plasma & sound system installer 
Door entry & gate automation, 
repairs & installations 
IR Loop systems & 
extra points 


SOUTHERN ANTENNAE 


digitally! 


Tempest House, 15 Grosvenor Road, Broadstairs CT10 2BT 

_ Tel: 01843 865673 • Fax: 01843 864542 

mm- Email: sales@southernantennae.co.uk freesat 


brilliant for everyone 


STOCK CLEARANCE 

SALE NOW ON 

See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 



Casino Fabric Sofas 

3 Seater Plus 2 Seater Sofas 

RRP £1299 
Now Only £699 
The Pair 

Available for immediate delivery 


Monica Fabric Suite 

High Back Firm Seating 

3 Seater Plus Reclinner Chair Plus Standard Chair 

RRP £2198 

Now Only £999 

Less than Half Price 


Available for immediate delivery 



4ft 6in Classic Divan 

Firm orthopaedic mattress, perfect body 
support and good comfort 

RRP £299 

Now Only £199 

Headboard extra 



Genoa Fabric Sofas 

3 Seater and 2 Seater Sofas 

RRP £1998 
Now Only £899 
Less Than Half Price 

Choice of Colours, High Back, Chair and 
Foot Stool available at Sale price 



Valencia 


Brown Bycast Leather / Leather Match 
3 Seater Plus 2 Seater Sofas 

RRP £999 
Now Only £699 
The Pair Save £300 

Available for immediate delivery 



Cotswold 


4ft 6in 2 Drawer or End Drawer Divan 

RRP £369 

Deep Quilted - Damask Cover 
Great Value for Money 

Now Only £269 

Available for immediate delivery. 
Headboard extra 


SOFAS - LEATHER & FABRIC • DIVANS • BEDFRAMES • MATTRESSES 
SOFA BEDS - LEATHER & FABRIC • WING CHAIRS • FOOTSTOOLS • HEADBOARDS 

ALL STOCK ITEMS AVAILABLE 
FOR SAME DAY DELIVERY 


SOFAS • BEDS • WING CHAIRS 

SIMPLY Sofas & Beds 

GREAT PRICES GREAT SERVICE 


39 HIGH STREET, STROOD, KENT 

TEL: 01634 296905 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


Mon - Sat 
9.00 - 5.30 
Sun 

11.00-4.00 
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Savers cash in accounts 
to reduce motoring bills 

By STEVE LOADER 



WITH savings accounts currently 
delivering such poor interest, 
many people see trading in a 'gas 
guzzler’ for a cheaper and more 
economical model as a better 
return on their investment. 

And there is some ‘green’ kudos to be had. 

The Government is using escalating road 
tax or VED (vehicle excise duty) to drive peo¬ 
ple into smaller and cleaner cars too. 

The current scale is zero to £400/year and set 
to become tougher. By 2010, gas guzzling limos 
or 4x4s face £950 road tax in the first year, 
although anyone spending £50,000-100,000 on a 
car is unlikely to be put offby such a paltry sum. 

As a result, some manufacturers have pro¬ 
duced models that are actually exempt from 
VED by sneaking below the lOOg/km C02 
emissions mark and into band-A. 

Most manufacturers also now have an ‘Eco’ 
sub-branding for their lowest emission mod¬ 
els. Ford, for instance, is using the ECOnetic 
label to highlight the most environmentally- 
friendly versions of key models such as the 
tax-exempt Fiesta ECOnetic - arch-rival 
Vauxhall uses the ecoFLEX sub-branding. 

Brilliant as they are, ‘eco’ models often cost 
more since they have diesel engines and spe¬ 
cial ‘green’ features that do not yet deliver the 
economy of scale savings available to makers 
across the whole model range. 


VAUXHALL’S ASTRA 1.7-LITRE DIESEL 
ECOFLEX: (Right) Capable of returning a 
similarly frugal consumption figure 

What is more, saving road tax is not such a 
great incentive when many conventional super¬ 
minis sit in the lowest road tax band of £35 a 
year anyway; over three years with an eco 
model, saving £105 is irrelevant if you spend far 
more on buying that car in the first place and 
are then putting expensive diesel in the tank. 

So, check out conventional equivalents of eco 
models and don’t dismiss petrol power; that fuel 
is still cheaper and makes sense for lower 
mileage users, while emission and consumption 
levels are closing the gap on diesel equivalents. 

Diesel engines also tend to be heavier, so you 
could find yourself going through tyres more 
quickly. 

Don’t ignore alternative power options either, 



such as liquid petroleum gas (LPG) or hybrids 
- see our ‘Diesel called into question’ article. 

Finally, just look again at what you have to 
part-exchange; you might have lost a packet in 
depreciation on that big 4x4, but work out 
what it will cost you to run it for the next three 
years - it might be a lot less than the cost of 
chopping it for a new car. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Lindsay’s Driver Training in Hythe is offer¬ 
ing ADi Training course - £30 off a two-hour 
session 

■ Lordswood Leisure Centre in Chatham is 
offering free function hire 

■ Pomphreys Motors in Bapchild and 
Sittingbourne is offering half-price MOT 
with every service 

■ Simply Sofas & Beds in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off beds 

■ Living Out, Log Cabins in Maidstone 
offers free installation on all its standard 
range of cabins 

■ Aylesford Self Storage in Aylesford is 
offering a free man and a van for clients 
renting storage for longer than three months 

■ Baileys Nissan in Canterbury is offering 
15 per cent off MOTs 

■ Dee’s Bistro in Sandwich is offering 25 
per cent off your bill on Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings includes drinks and 
“WOW” during January, February and 
March, 2009. Meal is from the regular menu 

■ Home Plus in Ashford/Chatham is offering 
free bedding set with any bed or mattress 

■ FG Barnes in Maidstone is offering free 
Diamondbrite paint and trim protection 
with all used cars 

■ KOS is offering goose down surround pil¬ 
lows from only £24.99 inc p&p. Save up to 
£125 on RRP 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


Who would you trust 


to service 
yourVauxhall? 


A 

m 

Tom 

Dick 

MasterFit 
Harry trained 
technician 

Vauxhall trained technicians 

• 

✓ 

Genuine Vauxhall-approved parts 

• 

✓ 

Clear fixed price servicing & repairs 

• 

✓ 

Latest diagnostic tools and equipment 

• 

✓ 

Latest Vauxhall safety enhancements 

• 

✓ 

Regulated by the Motor Industry Code of Conduct 

• 

✓ 

Full manufacturer’s warranty* 

• 

✓ 


Locally checked prices* 

Servicing 

£135 

For further information or to 
call Pomphreys on 01795 
476222 



? ✓ 



See our Discount Vouchers 


You’re miles better Off at VauxhallMasterFit. 


on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 





■ ■ 

Vauxhall 

Pomphreys 

London Road 


MasterFit 

01795 476 222 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 

Bapchild 

Sittingbourne 

VAUXHALL 


Service offers are only valid for Vauxhall Corsa C registered before 01/01/2006. Retail sales only. Offers valid for Vauxhall vehicles at the above 
Vauxhall MasterFit Retailer only and subject to availability. All service and parts include parts, labour and VAT but exclude pollen filters. All prices 
include VAT. *Prices checked locally within a 5 mile radius of the above Vauxhall MasterFit Retailer. tExcluding tyres which come with manufacturer's 
own warranty, this does not affect your statutory rights. Offers valid until 31st March 2009. ©General Motors UK Limited 2008. (Vaux64017) 



09 Epica 2.0 LS 09 Matiz S 5dr List Price £6315 

Half Leather, Cruise Control, Alloys PAS, Central Locking, Radio CD, Upto 67mpg 

Our Price Only £10995 ^£5595 

Save £3660 Save £720 

See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 

Cars shown for Illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. t£35 road fund licence applies to Matiz 0.8 S. tt67.3mpg applies to Matiz 0.8 S. 

Chevrolet range fuel consumption in mpg (L/100 km), urban 40.9 (6.9) to 26.4 (10.7), extra urban 67.3 (4.2) to 38.7 (7.3), 
combined 54.3 (5.2) to 32.8 (8.6) the official co2 emission is 119 to 225 g/km. 


St Georges 

St. Georges Garage, 8-12 Harold Street, Cliftonville, Margate, Kent CT9 2HT 
Telephone: 01843 230300 

usedcars@stgeoriesiarageco.uk . Motability 

www.stgeorgesgarage.co.uk 11 J 
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Diesel called 
into question 


DIESEL has become the fuel of 
choice recently as UK buyers seek 
to cut costs, but do the sums still 
add up? 

Part of diesel’s appeal was the cheapness of 
the fuel, greater mpg and the ability of the 
engines to deliver better pulling power low 
down in the rev range and to meet tighter 
emissions legislation. 

However, diesel now commands an increas¬ 
ing premium against petrol and there are 
doubts whether the engines can continue to 
meet ever-tougher emission laws. 

Meanwhile, petrol has retaliated with 
smaller, lighter and cleaner engines with tur¬ 
bocharging and even supercharging for extra 
flexibility, while there are other options 
emerging to save money and the planet: 
HYBRID 

Current hybrids use petrol engines in tan¬ 
dem with electric units and Peugeot is plan¬ 
ning to bring a diesel version to market soon. 

But two powerplants and power supplies - 
fuel tank plus batteries - mean extra weight, 
while production complexity means higher 
prices so buyers need to cover many miles to 
counter this. Motorway mpg is also hardly 
better than a standard car. 

LPG 

Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) looks like 
an excellent alternative fuel due to lower 
duty and emissions, cheaper car tax and 
grants towards the higher cost of buying new 
or converting older vehicles to run on LPG. 

There is also a plentiful UK LPG supply as 
a spin-off from natural gas and refmeiy pro¬ 
duction of other fuels. There are many more 
LPG filling points across the countiy too - 
Kent now has some 40 LPG sites - and Proton 
recently launched a petrol and LPG version of 
its GEN-2 family hatchback for the same 
price as the petrol-only model (£10,765). 


By SIEVE LOADER 


LPG costs about half that of petrol and 
diesel at the pump, emits about 20 per cent 
less C02 than petrol and slightly less than 
diesel and fewer NOx and particulates than 
diesel. However, the calorific value and con¬ 
sequent mpg is slightly lower than for petrol 
and it will cost at least £1,500 to convert an 
existing vehicle via an approved LPG 
Association operator. 

ELECTRIC 

Electric-powered vehicles should be cheap 
to run, but battery technology cannot yet 
guarantee ranges to satisfy would-be owners. 
There is the worry too that the car’s emis¬ 
sions are being transferred from the exhaust 
pipe to the chimney of a fossil fuel-burning 
power station. 

BIOFUELS 

Fuel derived partly from vegetable matter 
appeals since plants absorb C02 during 
growth and simply release it again when 
burned - a virtuous circle. They currently 
divide broadly into biodiesel and the petrol 
alternative bioethanol and most road fuels 
sold in the UK will contain at least five per 
cent biofuel by next year anyway. Some spe¬ 
cialist vehicles run on higher "bio’ concentra¬ 
tions, but there is concern that using arable 
land or forest to grow 'biofuel’ plants will 
strain global food supplies. 

HYDROGEN 

Use of this abundant gas to power electri¬ 
cally-driven cars looks like the future. 
Hydrogen cars are zero emission, producing 
only water as a by-product, but it is proving 
hard to establish the cost and possible emis¬ 
sions side-effects of producing the hydrogen 
fuel. It makes no sense for conventional 
power generators to bum oil, coal or gas to 
produce this emissions-free wonder fuel. 



ECONOMY: Peugeot (top) is marrying its diesel expertise with electric power to create a new 
generation hybrid car to attack Toyota and Honda’s petrol-electric models. Could it offer the 
best of both worlds? Meanwhile (below) Proton offers a petrol/LPG dual-fuel GEN-2 model 
for the same price as a standard petrol model, saving would-be buyers £1,500-2,OCX) 



FLAT ROOF DESIGNED 
TO LAST A LIFE TIME 

• Flat roofs that last a lifetime • Fascias 

• 30 year guarantee • Soffits 

• Glass Fibre & Polyester • Guttering 

Resin Roofing • Maintenance FREE 

CONVERT YOUR ROOF IN TO A STYLISH ORANGERY 



FIND OUT MORE FREEPHONE 0800 136423 


FOR A TROUBLE FREE FLAT ROOF 



CANTERBURY 


See our 

Discount Vouchers 
on-line @ 
vouchersforkent. 
co.uk 


Stockists of Alpine, Sony & Pioneer 


Call up, Call in, or visit us @ www.canterburycarradio.com 


Invicta Motors 

For a better motoring experience 


59 Sturry Road, 

Canterbury CT11DR 

Tel: 01227 762 791 


Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.00pm Sat 9.00am-1.00pm Sun Closed 


CUT THE COST OF MOTORING 


Robins & Day 


See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


S 

LU 

0 

D 

u 

0. 


FIXED PRICE 

MOTS 




.99 


Vouchers online at 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 


ROCHESTER 

209 High Street, Rochester 

01634 842231 

Email: info@robinsanddayrochester.co.uk 
Web: www.robinsanddayrochester.co.uk 


SILVER 

SERVICE 
& MoT 

from only £ 119.99 

This offer applies to 4 cylinder petrol 
or diesel vehicles, three years and older, up to 
an engine capacity of 2200cc. 


■o 

m 

C 

Cl 
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MAIDSTONE 
Mills Street, Maidstone 

01622 753333 

Email: info@robinsanddaymaidstone.co.uk 
Web: www.robinsanddaymaidstone.co.uk 


Baileys Nissan 

CREDIT CRUNCHED SERVICING 
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Clever driving is key 
to cheaper motoring 


By STEVE LOADER 


SAVE money by downsizing and 
running a cheaper car and then 
gain even more by smarter driving 
and journey planning. 

For a start, you can save pounds and wear 
and tear on the car by avoiding short journeys 
and perhaps get fitter too by walking or 
cycling; a cold engine can produce 60 per cent 
more pollution than a warm one and a car 
used for many short journeys needs extra serv¬ 
icing and wears its engine out faster. 

More fuel is wasted and higher emissions 
are also generated from a cold start - traffic 
on UK roads contributes 26 per cent of the 
nation’s total carbon dioxide emissions (C02). 

However, if your car journey is a must then 
follow these tips from the IAM (Institute of 
Advanced Motorists) and RAC Foundation 
motoring watchdogs: 

• Plan your route - forethought can save 
wear and tear on car and driver. Try to take 
the most direct route - a sat nav can help - 
and go off peak if possible. If you have to com¬ 
mute, think about car sharing, ‘Park and Ride’ 
bus schemes or other public transport. 

• Have your vehicle serviced regularly to 
maintain efficiency and economy. Under-serv¬ 
iced engines reduce fuel economy by ten per 
cent or more. Catalytic converters are environ¬ 
mentally friendly, but only when maintained. 

• Check tyres - under-inflated tyres need 
replacing more often (itself an environmental 
problem), are dangerous and waste fuel. 
Anybody who has cycled on ‘flabby’ tyres 
knows what extra effort is involved, so check 
pressures weekly. 

• Obey speed limits to save money and stay 
legal. Try to ‘feather’ the throttle as you reach 
cruising speed; 56mph uses 25 per cent less 
fuel than 70mph and a smoother driving style 
will save fuel, but never coast in neutral or 
with clutch pedal depressed to save fuel - vehi¬ 
cle control must not be compromised. 

• Accelerate briskly without racing the 


engine - pulling away too fast uses up to 60 
per cent more fuel. Intelligent gearchanges at 
modest engine speeds can cut fuel consump¬ 
tion by up to 15 per cent. 

• Reduce drag - remove roof racks and car¬ 
riers when not in use. Driving with windows 
open also mars aerodynamics and lowers fuel 
economy. Remove unnecessary and heavy boot 
luggage and avoid heavy accessories and wide 
tyres that add rolling resistance. Air condition¬ 
ing lowers fuel economy so use the fan. 

• Buy green fuel and use less. Seek out low 
sulphur diesel (City diesel) or cleaner petrol (low 
sulphur/aromatics) supplies locally. Consider a 
conversion to LPG (liquid petroleum gas), which 
is half the price of petrol, generates almost as 
much power and emits much less C02. 


• Use ‘accelerator sense’. Do you go straight 
from accelerator to the brake? You save fuel if 
you plan ahead and, rather than have to brake 
as you hit traffic, gently let the speed of the 
vehicle bring you to a halt as you join a queue. 

• Reverse in when you park. When you start 
off again, the engine is cold and inefficient. If 
you can drive away smoothly without having to 
reverse, you save fiiel and have better visibility. 

• Be a tank miser. Why fill the tank to the 
brim and carry more weight than is necessary? 

• If you are stuck in a jam then you are 
doing zero mpg - turn off the engine after two 
minutes to save fuel and emissions. 

For more eco driving tips see Julie 
Maddocks’ online video report at: 

www.yourkenttv.co.uk/community. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 

■ Spand Motors in Hythe is offering 10 per 
cent off MOTs when pre-booked 

■ Simply Sofas & Beds in Strood is offering 
10 per cent off sofas 

■ Dartford Portable buildings in Dartford is 
offering up to 15 per cent off timber build¬ 
ings. Finance options available on 
Crompton garages 

■ Living Out, Log Cabins in Chestfield and 
Maidstone is offering 10 per cent off 

■ County Garage in Herne Bay is offering a 
free protection pack worth up to £400. Free 
full tank of fuel, free Gard X Paint and interi¬ 
or protection, free front and rear mats 

■ Aylesford Self Storage in Aylesford is offer¬ 
ing free used boxes for all storage customers 

■ Home Plus Furniture in Ashford/Chatham is 
offering £75 off when you spend over £500 

■ FG Barnes in Maidstone is offering a free 
MOT for period of ownership when done 
with a service 

■ Orchard Spot in Maidstone is offering 10 
per cent off a wedding package 

■ KOS is offering Five Global knives set, scis¬ 
sors and block, £199.99, save £150 off RRP 

■ Kentish Hardwood in Rainham is offering 
10 per cent off selected hardwoods 

■ KOS is offering Remington Titanium 
Washable Shaver, £49.99 inc p&p £50 off RRP 


To get these offers go to: 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 




Now available with typical 4.9% APR 
This sporty hatchback with dynamic performance and 
quality craftsmanship will really turn heads. With 
great fuel economy and prices from £11,201, you'll 
have more money to spend on the Ma,:da3 s impres¬ 
sive rar^l^f accessories to make it your own.with 
only 10% deposit required.* 


See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


Now available with 12 months FREE insurance* 
and typical 4.9% APR+ withonly 10% deposit required. 
The supermini that combines agile and nimble handling and 
dynamic sports styling with a great spec including power 
steering, ISOFIX child seat anchors and MP3 player connec¬ 
tivity. Add low running costs with up to 68.9 mpg and from 
only £35 per year road tax, you can see why it was voted 
the World Car of the Year 2008. From £7,930 OTR. 


Now available with typical 6.9% APR* 
with only 10% deposit required and 3 years FREE 
servicing. The sleek Mazda6 gives you space in style. 
Whether your journey from A to B is for work or play, 
the Mazda6 will guarantee those with a passion for 
driving arrive with a smile. From £14,891. 


Bourne Road Garage Ltd 

Bourne Road, Crayford, DAI 4BU 

Tel: 0845 389 0544 (local rate) 
www.bourneroadgroup.co.uk 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Mazda range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra 
Urban 44.1 (6.4) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 34.4 (8.2) - 68.9 (4.1). C02 emissions (g/km) 107 -193. 

Retail sales only. Subject to availability at participating dealers only on vehicles registered between 1 January 2009 and 31 March 2009. *Free 
Insurance available only on Mazda2 3dr models. Mazda Motor Insurance is underwritten and administered by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Pic 
(No. 93792). Registered in England and Wales at St. Mark's Court, Chart Way, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1XL. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority. Conditions apply. +4.9% finance available on Mazda Hire Purchase and Mazda Personal Contract Purchase on all 
Mazda2 Sport models only, all Mazda3 Models. *6.9% finance available on Mazda Hire Purchase and Mazda Personal Contract Purchase on all 
Mazda6 models.Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantees/Indemnities may be reguired. 
Mazda Financial Services RH1 1SR. Models shown: Mazda6 2.5 5dr Sport. OTR Price £19,326 with optional metallic paint (£385) Mazda2 1.5 3dr 
Sport. OTR price £11,160 with optional metallic paint (£385) Mazda3 1.6 5dr Sport. OTR price £14,886 with optional mica paint (£385).On the 
road price includes 15% VAT, number plates, delivery, 12 months' road fund licence, 1st registration fee, 3 year or 60,000 mile warranty and 3 
years' European Roadside Assistance. All models now available with free 7 day drive away insurance.Details correct at time of going to print. 
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Used cars you can rely on " 


AGILA 

08 08 New Agila 1.2 Design 5dr Morrocan Blue. £6,995 

CORSA 

08Corsa 1.6 VXR 3dr Under 11,000 miles Arden Blue. £11,650 

07 56 Corsa 1.2 Club, 3dr, 1 owner, Under 12,000 miles, Metro Blue . £6,995 

06 56 Corsa 1.2 Club 5dr, 1 owner, Under 18,000 miles, Air Blue . £6,995 

05 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto 5dr, Star Silver. £5,250 

04 04 Corsa 1.2 Energy 3 dr, Air Con, 1 owner, under 22,000 miles, Black. £4,995 

05 55 Corsa 1.2 Twinport SXi 5dr, 1 owner, Pommegrante Red. £4,995 

TIGRA 

58 Tigra 1.4 Rouge, Under 3,000 miles, Black Sapphire. £12,995 

06 06 Tigra 1.4 Exclusive A/C, Under 18,000 miles, Antigua. £8,650 

MERIVA 

08 Meriva 1.4 Active 5 dr, A/C, Alloys, ABS, Ex Demonstrator, Metro Blue. £9,495 

06 06 Meriva 1.3CDTi Active 5dr A/C, 1 Owner vehicle, Under 28k miles, Star Silver 

. £6,995 

04 54 Meriva 1.7CDTi Enjoy 5 dr, Under 28,000 miles, Silver Lightning. £5,450 

ASTRA 

58 Astra 1.7CDTi Life 5 dr A/C, Under 3,000 miles, Black Sapphire. £12,650 

08 08 Astra 1.8 Life 5 dr A/C, Automatic, Under 5,000 miles, Star Silver. £9,995 

08 08 Astra 1.6SXi 5 dr Easytronic, Tiptronic auto / manual box, Metro Blue. £9,650 

08 08 Astra 1.6 Club 5 dr Estate, A/C, Under 6,000 miles, Ultra Blue. £9,650 

08 08 Astra 1.6 Energy 5dr, Ex Demonstrator, Ultra Blue. £8,650 

07 57 Astra 1.6 Energy 5dr, Ex Demonstrator, Silver Lightning . £7,450 

07 57 Astra 1.6 Energy 5dr, Ex Demonstrator, Silver Lightning . £7,450 

07 57 Astra 1.6 Energy 5dr, Ex Demonstrator, Ultra Blue . £7,450 

07 57 Astra 1.6 Energy 5dr, Ex Demonstrator, Ultra Blue . £7,450 

05 55 Astra 1,7CDTi SXi 5 dr, A/C, 1 owner, Alloy Wheels, Metro Blue. £6,450 

05 05 Astra 1.6 Breeze 5 dr A/C, Alloy Wheels, Under 40K miles, Silver Lightning £5,650 
04 54 Astra 1.6 Design 5 dr, A/C, Easytronic, Tiptronic, Half Leather,E/Pack, Papyrus 

. £5,295 

ASTRA SPORT HATCH 

08 08 Astra 2.0 VXR Turbo 3dr, Black Sapphire . £14,950 

08 58 Astra 1.8 SRI 3dr Exterior Pack, Under 5,000 miles, Bluetooth, Moonland .£13,650 

08 08 Astra 1,9CDTi SR1150 XP 3dr, Exterior Pack, Ultra Blue. £11,995 

07 57 Astra 1.8SRi Sport Hatch, Panoramic Roof, Ex Demo, Metro Blue. £8,995 

ASTRA TWIN TOP 

06 06 Astra 1.9CDTi 150 Design A/C, A/F/Lighting, Full Leather, 18"s, Air Blue .£11,250 
07 07 Astra Twintop 1.8 Sport, A/C, Plus Pack, 17"alloys,Under 10k, Pannacotta £10,995 

ZAFIRA 

08 08 Zafira 1.9CD71120 Elite 5dr, E/Pack, Full Leather, Black Sapphire. £12,850 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 SRi 5dr, Under 7,000 miles, Automatic, Star Silver. £10,950 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Design 5dr, Under 10,000 miles, Automatic, Black Sapphire 

. £10,650 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Design 5dr, Under 14,000 miles, Silver Lightning . £9,850 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Design 5dr, Under 14,000 miles, Star Silver. £9,850 

07 57 Zafira 1,9CDTi 120 SRi 5dr, Under 16,000 miles, Star Silver. £9,650 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Club 5dr A/C, 1 Owner, Under 7,000 miles, Moonland ..£8,950 


GREAT MONEY SAVING DEALS 


07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Club5dr Auto, 1 Owner, Under 16,000 miles, Choice of Two 

. £8,750 

07 07 Zafira 1.8 Design 5dr, 1/2 Leather, 1 Owner, Under 10,000 miles, Moonland 

. £8,950 

07 57 Zafira 1.8 Club 5 dr A/C, 1 Owner, Under 17,000 miles, Choice of Three ....£8,450 

07 57 Zafira 1.6 Life A/C 5dr, 1 Owner, Under 15,000 miles, Black Sapphire. £7,950 

07 57 Zafira 1.6 Life A/C 5dr, 1 Owner, Under 15,000 miles, Metro Blue. £7,950 

VECTRA 

09 NEW Vectra 1.9CDTi (120) Exclusive 5dr, Brand New, Only one left, Black Sapp 

. New List £16,931 £11,495 Save £5,436 

08 58 Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5dr, Under 3,000 miles, Star Silver. £9,995 

07 57 Vectra 1.9CDTi 120 Exclusive 5dr, Under 8,000 miles, Black Sapphire. £8,995 

07 57 Vectra 1.8WTi Exclusive 5dr, Under 4,000 miles, Black Sapphire. £7,995 

06 06 Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5dr, A/C, Cruise, Alloys, ABS, Black Sapphire. £6,495 

04 04 Vectra 2.2 Design 5dr,1/2 Leather, Automatic, Under 49,000 miles, Star Silver 

. £5,650 

04 04 Vectra 2.2 Design 5dr,1/2 Leather, Automatic, Under 46,000 miles, Ultra Blue 

. £5,650 

ANTARA 

09 NEW Antara 2.0 SE 5dr Auto Brand New ,F & R Park Assist, Tungsten 

. New List £27,542 £19,995 Save £7547 

08 08 Antara 2.0CDTi SE 5dr Auto, Star Silver. £19,650 

08 08 Antara 2.0CDTi S Auto, Under 11,000 miles, Star Silver. £13,995 

AUTOMATICS 

09 NEW Antara 2.0 SE 5dr Auto, Brand New, F & R Park Assist, Tungsten 

. New List £27,542 £19,995 Save £,7547 

08 08 Antara 2.0 SE 5dr Auto, Star Silver. £19,650 

08 08 Antara 2.0CDTi S Auto, Under 11,000 miles, Star Silver. £13,995 

04 04 Vectra 2.2 Design 5dr,1/2 Leather, Automatic, Under 49,000 miles, Star Silver 

. £5,650 

04 04 Vectra 2.2 Design 5dr,1/2 Leather, Automatic, Under 46,000 miles, Ultra Blue 

. £5,650 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 SRi 5dr, Under 7,000 miles, Automatic, Star Silver. £10,950 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Design 5dr, Under 10,000 miles, Automatic, Black Sapphire 

. £10,650 

07 57 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Club5dr Auto, 1 Owner, Under 16,000 miles, Choice of Two 

. £8,750 

08 08 Astra 1.8 Life 5 dr A/C, Automatic, Under 5,000 miles, Star Silver. £9,995 

08 08 Astra 1.6SXi 5 dr Easytronic, Tiptronic auto / manual box, Metro Blue. £9,650 

05 05 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto 5 dr, Star Silver. £5,250 

DEMONSTRATORS 

09 NEW Antara 2.0 SE 5dr Auto, Brand New, Tungsten 

. New List £27,542 £19,995 Save £7547 

08 08 Antara 2.0 SE 5dr Auto, Star Silver. £19,650 

08 08 Antara 2.0CDTi S Auto, Under 11,000 miles, Star Silver. £13,995 

08 58 Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5dr, Under 3,000 miles, Star Silver New List. £16,295 

08 08 Zafira 1.9CDTi 120 Elite 5dr, E/Pack, Full Leather, Black Sapphire. £12,850 

08 08 Meriva 1.4 Active 5 dr, A/C, Alloys, ABS, Ex Demonstrator, Metro Blue. £9,495 

08 08 Astra 2.0 VXR Turbo 3dr, Black Sapphire . £14,950 


08 58 Astra 1.8 SRI 3dr Exterior Pack, Under, 5,000 miles, Bluetooth, Moonland £ 13,650 

08 58 Astra 1.7CDTi Life 5 dr A/C, Under 3,000 miles, Black Sapphire . £ 12,650 

08 08 Astra 1.9CDTi SR1150 XP 3dr, Exterior Pack, Ultra Blue. £ 11,995 

08 08 Astra 1.8 Life 5 dr A/C, Automatic, Under 5,000 miles, Star Silver. £ 9,995 

08 08 Astra 1.6SXi 5 dr Easytronic, Tiptronic auto / manual box, Metro Blue. £ 9,650 

08 08 Astra 1.6 Club 5 dr Estate, A/C, Under 6,000 miles, Ultra Blue. £ 9,650 

08 08 Astra 1.6 Energy 5 dr, Under 3,000 miles, Ultra Blue. £ 8,650 

08 58 Tigra 1.4 Rouge, Under 3,000 miles, Black Sapphire. £ 12,995 

08 08 Corsa 1.6 VXR Turbo 3dr, Arden Blue. £ 11,650 

OTHER MAKES 

03 53 Audi A2 1.6 FSi SE 5 dr A/C, Under 30,000 miles, Light Blue Metallic. £ 6,650 

06 56 Fiesta 1.25 Freedom 3 dr, 1 Owner, Under 9,000 miles, Silver. £ 5,995 

07 07 Fiesta 1.25 Silver 3 dr, 1 Owner, Under 11,000 miles, Ocean Blue. £ 5,995 

05 55 Citroen C4 1.6HDi SX 5 dr, 1 Owner, Under 36,000 miles, Black. £ 5,995 

05 05 Fiesta 1.4 Flame 3 dr, Under 20,000 miles, Metallic Blue . £ 5,450 

COMMERCIAL PLUS VAT 

09 NEW Movano 2.5CDTi 120ps LWB SR, LUTON BODY VAN, IN STOCK, Casablanca 

White. £ 19,995 

08 57 Movano 2.5CDTi 10Ops MWB, Maxi Roof, Ex Demo, Under 2k miles, Arctic White 

. £ 10,950 

08 58 Vivaro 2.0CDTi 115 LWB 2.9t Pre Registered, Delivery Mileage, Star Silver £ 12,450 
08 58 Vivaro 2.0CDTi 115 LWB 2.9t Pre Registered, Delivery Mileage, Casablanca White 

. £ 11,950 

08 58 Vivaro 2.0CDTi 115 Sportive SWB SR Pre Registered, Delivery Mileage, Ocean 

Green . £ 12,450 

08 58 Vivaro 2.0CDTi 115 Sportive SWB SR Pre Registered, Delivery Mileage, Midnight 

...£ 12,450 


Black . 

08 08 Vivaro 2.0CDTi 115 SWB 2.9t Van, Ex Parts Delivery, E/Pack, White .. 

08 08 Astravan 1.9 Sportive Auto, A/C, Alloys, Demonstrator, Metro Blue. £ 9,995 

07 57 Astravan 1.7CDTi Club, 6 Speed, Delivery Mileage, White. £ 7,995 

08 08 Astravan 1.7CDTi Club, 6 Speed, Ex Parts Delivery , White. £ 7,450 

08 58 Combo 1.3CDTi 2000 Crew Van Pre Registered, Delivery Mileage, Glacier White 
. £ 8,450 

CHEVROLET 

08 08 Lacetti 1.6 SX 5 dr Estate, 1 Owner, Under 6,000 miles, Pearl Black. £ 6,950 

07 57 Matiz 1.0 SE Plus 5 dr A/C, 1 Owner, Under 13,000 miles, Poly Silver. £ 4,650 


Visit 

www.kentnews.co.uk 
to download great 
free offer vouchers 
when you purchase 


NetworkQ 


F G Barnes 


MAIDSTONE’S VAUXHALL MAIN DEALER 

01622 755531 www.fgbarnes.co.uk 
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All-new FordFiesta and FordKa from County Garage 



Money-saving 

vouchers 


To benefit from these great offers, 
download the vouchers from 

www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

and present them at our dealership. 
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! saving 
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County Garaqe 

*Sales Ltd u 


Q FREE protection pack 

Worth up to £400. Including FREE full tank of 
fuel, FREE Gard X paint and interior protection, 
FREE front & rear mats, FREE mudflaps, on all 
new or used vehicles purchased. 

p\ FREE 29-point vehicle check 

including wash and vacuum. 

jcl 15% off any Ford accessories 

~ Includes car mats, mudflaps, boot protectors, 
scuff plates, alloy wheels, roof bars, chrome 
tailpipe finisher, dog guards, roof boxes and 
parking sensors. 


County Goraqe 

Sales Ltd 


7-15 Sea Street, Herne Bay 

Telephone: 01227 374939 

www. countygarageford .co.uk 

Open: Mon-Fri 9.00am-6.00pm, Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 



See our Discount Vouchers on-line @ vouchersforkent.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/1 OOkm) for the Ka and Fiesta range are: urban 31.7 - 54.3 (8.9 - 5.2); extra urban 55.4 - 76.4 (5.1-3.7); combined 43.4 - 67.3 (6.5 - 4.2); 002 g/km 98-154. Metallic paint extra cost. Vehicles for illustration purposes only and subject to 
availability. Offers valid until 31 March 2009. Retail sales only, excludes contract hire. Money saving vouchers must be presented with the initial enquiry and are valid until 31/3/2009. Other promotions are not available with this offer. 
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BEAT THE CRUNCH 


• ADVERTISING © 01303 817000 



Has the credit crunch put 
jrvour move on hold!? 


Well, why not just improve and make 

. 1 Tdl « 'I..*- . :..A_ A 

irAiir nm ioo n nnmn on run iaiit n 


your, house a t hbme again, with our 
fantastfc^ Affordable offers? 


Choosein, 
home with a 


Wood & Laminates 


Decorative .Flooring 


* 10% off with vouchersforkent.co.uk 


All work fully guaranteed 








Opening Hours 

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 
Sat 8am-4pm 

Picture supplied by KAHRS 


AVALONE FLOORING LTD 

For a FREE Estimate call: 

01634 294111 / 01622 260093 

Holbourn House, Medway Freight Centre, 
Priory Road, Strood, Rochester 

Email: mick.avalone@btconnect.com 
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To search for shopping, services, leisure and entertainment log on @ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 



4ft6 x 6ft3. £899. 

Clarkes Furnishers, Sandling Rd, 
Maidstone 01622 753073 


1 

Lenleys 


Four drawer divan and mattress from 
Lenleys' Renaissance Collection. 135cms 
x 190cms was £1,299 now £999 
Lenleys, 25-34 Roper Rd, Canterbury, CT2 7EL 
01227766655 



POCKET DREAM DELUXE 

5ft Drawer Divan Set. RRP £1,399, offer 
price £599. Nasons, Canterbury 
01227463550 


HYPNOS 

ADAGIO 

Pocket sprung divan 
set 5ft x6ft6, £1599. 
Clarkes Furnishers 
Sandling Rd, 
Maidstone 
01622 753073 


MAIDSTONE SHOPPING 

Dress to impress with 
stylishly cut price suits 

GET suited and booted at Burton with 30 
per cent off selected jackets. 

A black slim mod fit suit jacket is £39 
down from £69 and a navy herringbone 
stripe jacket is £49 from £69. Trousers to 
match are £30 each at the Week Street 
store. 

A navy pinstripe slim fit jacket is £39 
down from £100, with trousers for £40, or 
get a navy stripe suit jacket for £49 from 
£70, with trousers priced at £40. 

See www.burton.co.uk. 

Boost your immunity 
with discount vitamins 

BOOTS is offering three-for-two on 
selected vitamins this month, covering 
herbal, complementary medicines and 
healthy digestion remedies. 

Seven Seas slumber pillow pearls cap¬ 
sules, containing a special blend of aro¬ 
matic oils to help you relax before bed, 
are only £4.20 for a bottle of 20. 

The pharmacy chain’s own brand of 
vitamin C and zinc tablets are £2.79 for 
60, at the King Street and Fremlin Walk 
stores. 

Super savings on food 
from the supermarket 

HUNDREDS of great deals are avail¬ 
able both in-store and online thanks to 
Sainsbury’s, helping to make your shop¬ 
ping budget stretch that little bit further. 

The supermarket’s own mild smoked 
salmon is now half price at £4.99, with 
another £3 off its 240g pack of large king 
prawns. Butcher’s Choice smoked and 
unsmoked thick cut back bacon is now 
£2.32 each with a saving of £1.17. 

See www.sainsburys.co.uk or visit your 
local store. 

Put some spring in your 
outfit with new range 

STEP into spring with the new range at 
Dorothy Perkins. 

Outfits that are perfect for warmer 
weather are available, with a cutesy 
yellow tunic for £25, a lilac long line 
shirt for £20 and a white v-neck vest for 
just £5. 

For the cooler evenings, mid-wash skin¬ 
ny jeans are priced at just £28, a grey 
pleat shoulder cardigan is £18 and tan 
buckle stud belt (£10), are available at 
the Week Street store. 

Extra money off this 
ghostly comedy DVD 

FANS of Ricky Gervais can get his latest 
hit Ghost Town at WHSmith. 

The film tells the story of Bertram 
Pincus (Gervais) who dies unexpectedly, 
only to be revived after seven minutes. 

He wakes to discover he now has the 
ability to see dead people, who all want 
something from him. 

The DVD is £12.93 instead of the RRP 
of £19.79 and is available at the Week 
Street store or online at www.whsmith 
entertainment.co.uk. 


Insert your leaflet or 
brochure into any of our 
publications... 



...various options available, 
please ring for details. 


FSB 

qF 

KGS 

Barbara Coker on 01303 817072 

Award Winning Company 



HADLOW 

COLLEGE 


Location: Situated on theA26, 4 miles outside of Tonbridge, 
Hadlow College is easily found from the M25, M20 & M2. 

For more information call 0500 551434 or 
email:enquiries@hadlow.ac.uk www.hadlow.ac.uk 



THE NEW 



SMART C 

:ar 


ENTER OUR CAR COMPETITION CLICK: www.demelza.org.uk 
ANSWER A SIMPLE QUESTION PHONE: 01795 845288 

AND THE CAR COULD BE 

YOURS! — 



on Friday 20th March 2009, at the Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich, at midnight. 

To purchase tickets, or for more information, please contact Sarah Taylor on: 

Tel: 01795 845288 email: sarah.taylor@demelza.org.uk 
or enter on-line at: www.demelza.org.uk 

Promoter E. Gladdish registered with the Gambling Commission under the Gambfng Act, 2005. 

No sales under 16 years. All proceeds to Demelza Hospice Care for Children. 

Demelza Hospice Care for Children is a charity providing care for children with life-limiting illnesses and 
their families across Kent, East Sussex and South London. 



Demelza 


Registered Charily No. 103 
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LUS LOADS OF PRIZES TO WIN 


™ E .travel& 

leisure SH ° w 


FRED.OLS 


■-+■ + ■ m m m 






KOS 

media 


Award Winning Company 


Featuring everything from Castles, Gardens and 
Attractions to Ferry Crossings, Flights and Cruises 

For more information and to register for Fast Track Passes 
visit www.kentnews.co.uk or call Liz Flare on 01303 817172 

Email: liz.hare@kosmedia.co.uk 


■ FREE ENTRY ■ FREE PARKING ■ OPEN 10AM-4PM ■ 



sta 


Invictafm 


TAKE ONE 



















your website for local homes in Mailing, Larkfield, Maidstone and surrounding villages 

propertyformaidstone 

1^ propertyforkent.co.uk 
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co.uk 


Signs point to injection 
of cash to aid market 



HEADING FOR BETTER TIMES? Even though levels of interest among buyers have improved noticeably since the turn 
of the year, lending conditions are still extremely testing and likely to remain so for the rest of this year 


PROPERTY NEWS 



BURIED HER HEAD? Margaret Beckett 


The system isn't HIP, 
it's time to cancel it 

ESTATE agents have called on the 
Government to suspend the compulsory 
Home Information Pack system - saying 
it is “simply not working”. 

The call has been made by the National 
Association of Estate Agents’ chief execu¬ 
tive Peter Bolton King, following the pub¬ 
lication of the communities and local gov¬ 
ernment committee’s annual report. 

Mr Bolton King said: “Once again a fair 
and rational examination of Home 
Information Packs has concluded that the 
system as it stands is simply not working. 

“Firstly the cost is punishing sellers in 
the pocket at a time when they really 
need all the help that they can. 

“More galling, they are spending this 
money in the knowledge that 77 per cent 
of buyers admit that they paid no atten¬ 
tion to the pack whatsoever. 

“Housing minister Margaret Beckett 
herself admitted that HIPs are not 
working - but now she seems to have 
buried her head in the sand along with 
the rest of her department. 

“HIPs are confusing to customers and 
act as a dampener on a housing market 
which is essential to Britain’s economic 
recovery. 

“With all indicators pointing to a trou¬ 
bled year ahead the NAEA calls on Mrs 
Beckett to suspend HIPs while the hous¬ 
ing market is suffering and re-examine 
their viability once the market has 
begun to pick up.” 

Since December 2007 every home put 
on the market, no matter what size, 
must have a Home Information Pack. 

The pack brings together information 
at the start of the home-selling process - 
such as a sale statement, local searches 
and evidence of title - and was intended 
to save both the property buyer and sell¬ 
er money, time and stress. 





Property tv sponsored by www.themortgageshop.co.uk 


■ BY NICK AMES 


THE latest figures from the Bank 
of England reveal that mortgage 
approvals fell further in January - 
despite moves to assist lending. 

Financial experts are calling for a further 
injection of cash in order to boost the property 
market and assist in an economic recovery. 

They say the measures introduced so far 
have proved inadequate to kick-start a major 
recovery. 

And in the latest move the Bank of England 
slashed interest rates to a new low of 0.5 
per cent. 

Chancellor Alistair Darling justified the 
move by saying: “The key thing for each and 
every one of us is to ensure we get the econo¬ 
my moving to help people and to help busi¬ 
nesses grow.” 

The move came as figures were released 
revealing a total of 98,000 mortgages were 
approved in the first month of 2009, compared 
to 253,000 mortgage approvals in the same 
period 12 months ago. 

Some 31,000 home purchase mortgages were 
approved, down 34 per cent on the figures for a 
year ago and remortgage approvals fell 71 per 
cent to 34,000. 

Total mortgage lending stood at £9.1 billion - 
an annual fall of 64 per cent. 

Jason Bolton, mortgage expert at financial 
website Rubii.co.uk, said: “In December we 
saw a mini spike and people were immediate¬ 
ly talking about a recovery -1 think these lat¬ 
est figures show that talk of a recovery was a 
little premature. 

“Even though levels of interest among buy¬ 
ers have improved noticeably since the turn of 
the year, lending conditions are still extremely 
testing and are likely to remain so for the rest 
of 2009.” 


CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer Alistair 
Darling’s budget next month looks set to pro¬ 
vide a stamp duty cut for some bulk property 
investors. 

Experts say he is predicted to change how 
stamp duty is calculated so investors buying a 
large number of properties will only pay 
stamp duty on each property and not on the 
total investment. 

Currently an investor buying ten flats worth 
£150,000 each would pay stamp duty of four 
per cent on the total bill of £1.5 million. 

But under the new ruling each home would 
be taken individually and as the stamp duty 


He explained interest rate cuts had yet to 
have a full effect and the only buyers taking 
advantage of house price falls are those with 
cash already behind them. 

“The lack of affordable mortgage deals will 
continue to frustrate buyers hoping to benefit 
from a property market that has dropped sig¬ 
nificantly in the last 12 months,” he said. 

Simon Rubinsohn, chief economist at the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
said the figures show more cash must be put 


only comes into force on properties worth 
£175,000 no duty would need to be paid. 

So an investor buying a large number of 
properties under this value would not be 
taxed. 

The reasoning behind the move is that it is 
hoped the change will encourage larger insti¬ 
tutional investors to turn to property - and in 
particular those taking much longer-term 
investments and willing to receive lower yields 
than traditional investors. 

Such long-term investors would also be 
hoped to provide stability to the market and a 
much needed investment during the property 


into the market. 

He said “Despite three consecutive monthly 
increases in the RICS ‘buyer enquiries’ series, 
the actual level of new mortgage approvals 
continues to languish. 

“Announcements by both Northern Rock and 
RBS indicate that a little more funding will 
flow into the mortgage market over the com¬ 
ing months but as things stand, this will only 
boost the available finance in the region of ten 
per cent compared with 2008.” 


market collapse. 

Peter Cosmetatos, finance director for the 
British Property Federation, said the current 
stamp duty rules “seriously deter investment 
buyers from bulk buying, which seems wrong 
in policy terms”. 

He added: “Buying multiple units to be man¬ 
aged together is efficient and rational in com¬ 
mercial terms, but the current rules make it 
more expensive in tax terms. 

“The stamp duty rules should encourage effi¬ 
ciencies of scale in residential investment and 
support more efficient and professional man¬ 
agement of rented residential property.” 


MAKE YOUR KITCHEN A HAVEN FOR CREDIT CRUNCH-BUSTING MEALS 
WITH JUIJE MADD0CKS. SEARCH 'CRUNCH' AT WWW.Y0URKENTTV.C0.UK 


Is Darling set to change stamp duty plans? 
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YOUR MOVE 


The UK’s most visited estate agency website* 

www.your-move.co.uk 


Why move with 
YOUR MOVE? 

• Local property from local people 
with local knowledge 

• 95% of our customers would 
recommend us to a friend ' 

• Unrivalled internet presence with 
over 41 million visits per month " 

• Nationally recognised winner of 
numerous awards for quality, 
marketing & service 

• Accredited member of key 
industry bodies (ARLA,OEA/OFT) 



Source: • Customer satisfaction survey, Dec 2007 

• • Property portal visitor stats Jan 2008 


Widen your net! 

Let 41 million people see your property 


rightmove.co.uk 

The UK’s number one property website 

@ propertyfinder.com 


* A P 

FindaProperty.com 



LOOK4APROPERTY.COM 

The UK's No.1 Property Search Website 


MAIDSTONE £102,500 


MAIDSTONE £215,000 



barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• First Floor Apartment • Two 
Bedrooms • Lounge / Dining Room 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• Ground Floor Apartment • 2 Beds 
• 19X10 Sitting/Dining Room 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• Semi Detached • 3 Beds 
• Conservatory • Garage & Driveway 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• Most Attractive 1930s Style Semi 
• 3 Bedrooms • Kitchen/Dining Room 


MAIDSTONE £269,995 ■ MAIDSTONE £285,000 ■ MAIDSTONE £175,000 



barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• Spacious Semi Detached • 4 Beds 
• Master En-suite • Cloakroom/Wc 



barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• Detached Home • 4 Bedrooms 
• Bed 1 With Dressing Rm & Ensuite 


HARRIETSHAM £850,000 


barming@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9717 
• Semi Detached • 3 Bedrooms 
• 2 Receptions • 


bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Modern 1 Bed Starter Home 
• Lounge/Dining Room • Kitchen 


bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• New Build • Four Reception Rooms 
• Fitted Kitchen & Breakfast Room 


HARRIETSHAM £229,995 




bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
» Extended & Refurbished Detached 
• Six Beds-with Master Suite 




bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Grade II Listed Terraced 
• Many Character Features • 2 Beds 


MAIDSTONE £145,000 

K h! 


bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Semi Detached Bungalow 
• 3 Beds - Master Ensuite • Lounge 


bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Modern End Terrace • Cottage 
Style Over Three Floors • 3 Bed 


bearsted@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9718 
• Modern End Terrace Town House 
• Four Bedrooms • Kitchen 


I 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Pretty Terrace Property 
• 2 Bedrooms • Garage And Parking 



maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Retirement Apartment • Town 
Centre Proximity • Gardens 


MAIDSTONE £335,000 ■ MAIDSTONE £135,000 ■ MAIDSTONE £275,000 ■ MAIDSTONE £169,995 



maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Attractive Family House • 4 
Bedrooms • Drawing Room 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• 2 Bedrooms • Sitting/Dining Room 
• Allocated Parking 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Refurbished Detached Family 
Home • 4 Bedrooms 


MAIDSTONE £250,000 ■ MAIDSTONE £135,000 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Attractive Semi Detached Home • 3 
Bedrooms • Extended To The Rear 


BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA £249,995 





maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 | 
• Semi Detached Family Home • 5 
Bedrooms • Garage And Driveway 



maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• End Terrace • Three Bedrooms • 
Lounge • Kitchen/Breakfast Room 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
» Detached Bungalow • 4 Bedrooms 
• Kitchen/Breakfast Room • Garage 


maidstone@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9720 
• Spacious Semi Detached House 
• 4 Double Bedrooms • 2 Reception 


sales lettings mortgages 


v 
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sell? 
t move? 


the answer? 
I try letting 


- 1 — 


Let YOUR MOVE rent out your property... 


Choose from a range of services to suit your pocket starting at Tenant 
Find only up to our comprehensive Fully Managed service. Our experienced 
personnel will give you valuable advice regarding legislation and income 
tax. We can also give you peace of mind with our Rent Indemnity product, 
which will cover loss of rent whilst you obtain vacant possession. 

It’s a great package designed to protect your home and to keep 
your finances fluid while you find your buyer. Keeping you moving 
with YOUR MOVE. 

• Market fast with rapid marketing with Quicklet 

• Choice of services to suit you 


Barming 

Bearsted 

Maidstone 


01622 720 111 
01622 738 282 
01622 638 519 


Call today*or visit 
www.your-move.co.uk/lettings 

*Calls may be monitored and/or recorded for training and/or data protection purposes. 


• Expert Advice 

• Guarantee your rental income 

• Competitive building and contents insurance 

• Great Buy to Let and Let to Buy mortgage deals 


YOUR MOVE is a trading name of: your-move.co.uk Limited. 
Registered Office address: Newcastle House, Albany Court, 
Newcastle Business Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7YB. 
Registered Number: 01864469. VAT number GB842795983 



YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO 
NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR 
ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED ON IT. 


AJRLA 



O YOUR MOVE 


Better let through us 
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Geering &Colyer 

Countrywide 


Maidstone 01622 759891 

maidstone@geeringandcolyer.com 


Moving you since 1910 - our roots in Kent, our branches Countrywide 



WEST MALLING £229,950 

Located on the award winning 
development of Kings Hill near West 
Mailing. The "Greenway" development by 
"Hillreed Homes" offers a distinctive range 
of traditional homes. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


KINGS HILL £380,000 

Located on the award winning 
development of Kings Hill near West 
Mailing. The "Greenway" development by 
"Hillreed Homes" offers a distinctive range 
of traditional homes. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


KINGS HILL £239,950 

Located on the award winning 
development of Kings Hill near West 
Mailing. The "Greenway" development by 
"Hillreed Homes" offers a distinctive range 
of traditional homes. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £120,000 

A two bedroom modern ground floor 
apartment with ensuite shower room to the 
master bedroom. There is a fitted kitchen 
with appliances open plan to the 14' living 
room, double glazed. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £199,500 

An improved 1930's style semi adjacent to 
Mote Park and half a mile from Maidstone 
town centre. This home benefits from a re¬ 
fitted kitchen and bathroom. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £175,000 

A split level three bedroom detached home 
with a modern fitted 25' kitchen diner. 
There is a living room, a modern bathroom 
suite and gas central heating and double 
glazing. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £152,500 

A modernised two bedroom end of terrace 
conveniently located for town and junction 
5 of the M20. This property benefits from a 
re-fitted kitchen & bathroom, and is double 
glazed and had gas central heating. 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £2,000,000 

A charming Grade II Listed and lovingly 
renovated house within the Loose Valley 
conservation area. The property stands 
within its own tranquil grounds of over four 
acres. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £379,950 

A detached home with four double 
bedrooms. The property has a stunning 
be-spoke kitchen which is open plan to 
the dining room together with a living room 
and a double glazed conservatory. 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £109,995 

A one bedroom ground floor retirement 
apartment in the hart of Maidstone town 
centre. This McCarthy and Stone 
development benefits from a full time 
resident manager. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



VI 




MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £175,000 

A first floor two bedroom apartment which 
was a show home for the development. 
This home has two double bedrooms (one 
ensuite) an 18' living room with doors to 
the balcony. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £199,950 

This well presented 3 bed modern family 
home offers spacious accommodation 
over three floors. There are two reception 
rooms, cloakroom, kitchen breakfast room 
and master en-suite. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



WEST MALLING £299,995 

A Converted two bedroom single roundel 
oast with a rear garden, potential scope to 
install a second floor within the roundel to 
create an additional bedroom subject to 
planning permission. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


LARKFIELD £209,950 

An older style four bedroom end of 
terraced home with kitchen, dining room 
with open fire and separate double aspect 
lounge. Other benefits include central 
heating, double glazing, garden. 
Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £135,000 

A two bedroom terraced cottage with 
approximately 60' rear garden backing 
onto farmland with its mainline station and 
local amenities and approximately two 
miles from town. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE ASKING PRICE £219,950 

A three bedroom three storey home with 
two shower rooms and one family 
bathroom. This home is located in a small 
cul-de-sac just off Union Street in the 
heart of town. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £145,000 

An end of terraced house with three 
bedrooms all with fitted wardrobes, double 
glazing, central heating, kitchen/dning 
room. Other benefits include a southerly 
aspect garden. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £159,995 

A three bedroom family home with central 
heating and double glazing. Other benefits 
include a double glazed conservatory. 
There is no stamp duty payable on this 
property. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE £135,000 

A three bedroom semi detached home 
with double glazing and gas central 
heating. There is a lounge and separate 
dining room together with off road parking 
and no chain. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE ASKING PRICE £455,000 

A detached Victorian home improved by its 
current owners. The property benefits from 
many original features, a contemporary 
kitchen and a Victorian style family 
bathroom. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



LARKFIELD £395,000 

The accommodation includes a master en- 
suite/shower room and dressing area and 
three further double bedrooms, four 
reception areas, kitchen and utility area. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £119,950 


MAIDSTONE £111,500 

A well presented one bedroom first floor 
apartment close to town centre and with 
secure entry system and parking. There is 
a living room, double bedroom. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


MAIDSTONE 0IE0 £275,000 

A semi detached home offering spacious 
and adaptable accommodation including a 
ground floor annex which comprises of a 
bedroom, shower room and living room. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



PROPERTY ADDRESS : 

98 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT 
MEM 1 EH We are acting for the 
mortgagees and have received an offer of 
£115,000 on the above property. Any 
interested parties must submit any higher 
offers in writing to the selling agent before 
an exchange of contracts takes place. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



MAIDSTONE £299,950 

A five bedroom detached bungalow with 
two bathrooms, other benefits 
kitchen/dining room, living room. The front 
of the property is block paved and the 
detached garage. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


Established 1910 


geeringandcolyer.com 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 


A member of Countrywide 
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Penenden Heath £485,000 

New 5 bed house with en-suite, double 
glazing, central heating and garage. 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Penenden Heath £249,995 

3 bed semi-det house. Kit/dining room, 
Cloakroom. Shower Room. ORR 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Weavering £234,995 

Two bedroom semi-detached, UPVC 
double glazing, gas central heating, 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Bearsted £399,995 

Four bedroom detached, extended ground 
floor accommodation, garden, garage 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Sandling £355,000 

5 bed det house with 2 bathrooms, 
lounge/diner, family room. Rear garden. 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Weavering £315,000 

Four bedroom detached, UPVC double 
glazing, modernised throughout, garden 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Well presented 2 bed det bungalow with Three bedroom semi, refitted kitchen and Two bedroom semi-detached bungalow, 
garden and parking for sev vehicles. bathroom, double glazing, central heating double glazing, gas central heating, 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Downswood OIEO £230,000 Headcorn £229,995 

Four bedroom detached house, cloakroom, Two bedroom end of terrace, cloakroom, 
backing onto farmland, garden double glazing and gas central heating, 



Weavering £220,000 

Three bedroom semi-detached, refitted 
kitchen and bathroom, double glazing 


CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Wateringbury £185,000 

2 bed terrace with plot of land to the side 
offering potential development opp. 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Weavering £177,000 

Three bedroom terraced house, refitted 
kitchen, UPVC double glazing, garage 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



QiH^ 


Downswood £164,995 

Two bedroom semi-detached in sought 
after location, garage, no chain 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Bearsted £154,995 

Sought after well presented two bedroom 
terrace, gas fired central heating, 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Maidstone £135,000 West Mailing £139,950 Maidstone £99,950 Maidstone £67,500 

Terrace house, 2 beds, lounge/diner, 3 bed terrace with 2 receptions, 3 bed end of terrace, lounge, kit/dining 2 bed apartment, lounge, kitchen, 
c/heating, d/glazing, allocated parking. conservatory, d/glazing, c/heating, garage, room, d/glazing, rear garden. bathroom, CFI, d/glazing and parking. 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Weavering £250,000 

Two bedroom detached bungalow in cul- 
de-sac, conservatory, garage 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Vinters Park £235,000 

Three bedroom detached, UPVC double 
glazing, gas central heating, garden 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Maidstone £209,995 

Link-det house corner plot, 3 beds, En- 
suite to master, 2 receptions, garage. 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 

PUBLIC 

NOTICE 

142 Scotney Gardens, St. 
Peters Street, Maidstone, 
Kent. ME16 OGT. 



We are acting for the 
mortgagees and have 
received an offer of 
£120,000 on the above 
property. Any interested 
parties must submit any 
higher offers in writing to 
the selling agent before 
an exchange of contracts 
take place. 


www.mann-marketing.co.uk 



www.mann-recruitment.co.ukwww.rightmove.co.i 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 
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Bairstow eves 


Maidstone 01622 691554 

maidstone@bairstoweves.co.uk 


Countrywide 


Maidstone 



A developers dream! Two/three 
bedroom cottage is offered for sale in a 
semi rural location near Maidstone. 


Maidstone 



2 bedroom modern style house located 
at the end of a cul de sac, lounge, 
kitchen/diner, cloakroom and bathroom. 


Public Notice 



it :' 


98 Union Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1EH 

We are acting for the mortgagees and 
have received an offer of £120,000 on 
the above property. Any interested 
parties must submit any higher offers in 
writing to the selling agent before an 
exchange of contracts takes place. 


Maidstone 



Unusual house, unique accommodation 
over two storeys, each of which is split 
level, garage and driveway. 


Maidstone 



River views, en suite and two double 
bedrooms, popular location and 
central position, no onward chain. 


Maidstone 



Distinctive and unique family home, 
considerable accommodation with 
three bedrooms, family bathroom. 


Maidstone 



Offers residents parking, communal 
grounds. 2 bedrooms, open plan living 
area, bathroom and en-suite shower room. 


Bearsted 



Extended to offer lounge, dining room 
and third reception room, garden to 
front, rear & side, garage and driveway. 


Maidstone 



Duplex apartment offered for sale with 
on onward chain, call us to arrange an 
internal inspection. 


West Mailing 



Truly unique, boasts 5 generous 
bedrooms, lends itself to being used as 2 
interconnected dwellings with 1 as annexe. 


www.bairstoweves.co.uk 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 



C*«Ul 


www.connells.co.uk 

www.rightmove.co.uk 

Maidstone Branch 



mmSsBEsn 


Connells 



• Two Bedroom 

• Mid Terrace House 

• Cellar, Loft Room 

• NO CHAIN!! 



• 2 Bed Purpose Built Apartment 

• Downs and River Views 

• Garage, Juliette Balcony 

• NO CHAIN! 


£199,000 



• 3 Bed 

• Semi Detached Bungalow 

• Conservatory 

• Off Road Parking for 2 cars 



• 3 Bed End of Terrace Home 

• Ensuite to master bedroom 

• Downstairs Cloakroom 

• NO ONWARD CHAIN 



• 3 Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Off Road parking for 4 Cars 

• 15'11 x 9'6 Conservatory 

• Modern Kitchen 



• 2 bed mid terraced 

• Over 3 floors, 2 double beds 

• Lounge & kitchen/diner 

• Double chambered cellar 



• 3 Bed Semi Detached Property 

• Corner Plot Location 

• Rear Garage, 2 Receptions 

• NO CHAIN! 



• 1st Floor 2 bed Maisonette 

• Rear Garden, Balcony 

• Close to Local Amenities 

• Double Glazing 



• Delightful 3 Bed 

• Over 4 Floors 

• Gas Fire Central Heating 

• NO CHAIN! 


£499,995 



• 5 Bed detached 

• 3 Receptions. 

• Fitted Kitchen, Double garage 

• viewing recommended 



• 3/4 Beds, 2 receptions 

• Fire place 


• Modern fitted kitchen 

• Close to town centre 



• Near train station & golf course 

• 2/3 bed period cottage 

• 18ft lounge, modern kitchen 

• Rear garden & parking 


Tel: 0845 8732419 • maidstone@connells.co.uk 


www.connells.co.uk 
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A 


Make a wise move 



Jiini ]tn Lnq u 


What houses have been 
sold in the area 


Find the ideal home in the right location 


Look for what schools 
are in the area 


Look for transport 
links in the area 


Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 


PrbperlyrorKerta/jk 


Use www.PropertyfbrKent.co.uk where you can 
search through more than 10,000 homes for sale 
across the county. 

Online you can view full property particulars, 
location map and agents details, plus find out 
about current house prices in the area, schools, 
transport links and even where the nearest 
supermarket isi. 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find your next home 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 
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WOMEN seeking men 

TAKE ME FOR WHO I AM 

Hi I’m Sam, 22, looking for a relation¬ 
ship. I’m blonde, have brown eyes, 
love cosy nights in and cinema, look¬ 
ing to share a relationship. Box 
447871 Q_ 

SINGLE DAD WANTED 
Single mum, 23, nice and curvy, 5ft6, 
blonde, blue eyes, likes shopping, cin¬ 
ema and animals, WLTM an honest 
and trustworthy male, 28-38. Box 
446099 Q_ 

BLONDE BABE LIKES FOOTIE! 
Fun-to-be-with, blonde female, 25, 

5ft2, a woman who loves football! 
Enjoys going out and staying in, look¬ 
ing for a like-minded man, to be her 
soulmate. Box 446494 Q_ 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU... 
Sociable girl, 28, loves pubs, social 
drinks, meeting new people & more, 
seeks similar male, 58-62, for a last- 
ing relationship. Box 448756 O 


CHATHAM UP! 

Pretty black female, 32, tall, loves 
watching football, shopping, travel, 
seeking tall, white, loving male, 34-47, 
for LTR. Chatham. Box 437778 © 
FUN-LOVING FEMALE 
Attractive, 31,5’4”, size 12, dark hair 
with blonde highlights, tactile, WLTM 
intelligent, professional, attractive guy, 
for a happy relationship. Tunbridge 
Wells. Box 308734 © Q_ 

A NEW FUTURE! 

I’m Rachel, 35, medium, enjoys pubs, 
clubs, cosy nights in, cinema, theme 
parks, looking someone special to 
share things with. Box 448591 © 
SOUND GOOD? 

Hello I’m 35, kind, caring and non¬ 
smoking, enjoy cooking, cinema, 
music, dining in and out, looking for 
that special someone to enjoy a rela¬ 
tionship with. Box 447595 © 

ON A ROLL! 

Hi, I’m Alison, 36, 5ft5, single mum, 
loves swimming, roller skating and 
meeting new people, looking for a 
male for friendship, maybe leading to 
more. Box 448865 © 

CLOSE ENCOUNTER 
Loving, caring, tactile female, 36, 5’8”, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, N/S, GSOH, 
likes cinema, bowling, country pubs, 
nights in/out, seeks male for friend- 
ship and LTR. Box 827619 © Q 


See online for: 


• Success Stories 



Read or write your own Success Story. Our 
members have been keen to write about 
their stories and how they met - who knows, 
their stories may help you in your search! 
We are always glad to hear from you. 


• Increase your dating success 

Online, say more about yourself and your perfect 
partner with our extended profile, add extra 
photos to your profile, even change your ad’s 
colour! It makes for a great dating advert that 
other people are bound to like! 


• Search at your leisure 

If you can’t find who you’re looking for on our 
page here, you will find so many more members 
online. Browse, read, hear and see members. 


www.people2people.co.uk/kos.asp 


HOLD MY HAND 

Single mum, 28, looking for LTR. I 
enjoy cosy nights in, dancing, dining 
out. I’m 5ft1, short hair, blue eyes. Box 
445363 ©_ 

BRING ME SUNSHINE 
Outgoing, fun female 28, seeks outgo¬ 
ing, fun guy to make me laugh and 
share the good times with. Box 
882511 © G>_ 

GIVE AND TAKE IN LOVE 
Loving loyal female, 30, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeking LTR with male 30- 
35, 6ft+, no baggage, in the 
Maidstone area. Box 448471 © 

GET A STRIKE 

African, single mum, caring, adventur¬ 
ous, generous, 30yrs old, medium 
build. I love cinema/TV, music, bowl¬ 
ing, shopping, cosy nights in. Box 
882789 © Q_ 

LTR WANTED 

Easy-going black female, 32, medium 
build, likes football, cooking and 
socialising, looking for a non-smoking, 
loving and caring white male, 25-48. 
Eastbourne Box 449294 ©_ 

NO TIMEWASTERS! 

Easygoing female, 32, enjoys shop¬ 
ping, football, eating out, cosy night in, 
WLTM loving, caring white male 35-47 
for long term loving relationship. Box 
444214 ©_ 

AND THE SPARKS WILL FLY 
Bubbly lively lady, 5ft7, outgoing, 33, 
honest, reliable, looking for someone 
to get to know and see what happens. 
Sittingbourne. Box 449585 © Q 
HORSES FOR COURSES... 

Caring, loving, affectionate female, 30, 
5’2”, blonde, likes walking, horse rid¬ 
ing, animals, seeks affectionate male, 
30-40, for lasting, loving relationship. 
Box 384013 © 


LOOKING FOR 
A LOVING CHAP 

Ashford-based woman looking for an 
honest, friendly, caring and loving 
man. I have two kids and enjoy the 
usual things in life. Box 446985 © 

ON THE LOOKOUT FOR LOVE 
37yr old female, 2 kids, slim, brown 
hair and eyes, 5ft2, looking for a car¬ 
ing, loving, honest and trusting male 
to be my someone special. Box 
446552 ©_ 

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 
Good looking woman, 37, 5ft2, brown 
hair/eyes, two kids. Looking for new 
friends and hopefully someone spe- 
cial. Box 446039 ©_ 

LOVE TO LOVE YOU 
Lovely female, 36, 5ft4, medium-large 
build, blonde hair, blue eyes, own 
house, loves walking, going out, the 
usual! Seeking male for long¬ 
term/serious relationship. Box 438102 
© 

HISTORIC MEETING? 

Mum of three, 36, long mousey hair, 
blue eyes, interested in historical 
places, music, eating out, seeks kind, 
caring, genuine male 36-49, non- 
smoker, for LTR. Box 440693 © 
DON’T LET ME DOWN 
Pretty, black female, 38, 5ft4, like foot¬ 
ball, socialising and cooking, looking 
for a loving and caring male, 38-42, 
for a LTR. Box 446684 ©_ 

MEND A BROKEN HEART 
Single mum, 37, fun-loving, been hurt 
in past, looking for nice, genuine guy 
for hopeful happiness - no time 
wasters! Box 908053 © Q_ 

SEIZE THE DAY 
Loving female, 36, 5ft4, brown hair, 
green eyes, likes socialising, staying 
in, seeks genuine male for friendship 
and more. Box 428666 © 


FREE AD placement, call: 

0808 156 5339 

(Calls are free; mobile rates may vary; check with your provider) 

COLLECT your messages: 

0906 550 4335 

(Calls cost £l/min; contact your service provider for details) 


ANIMAL LOVER? 

Nurse, 37yrs, 2 kids, 5ft8, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, likes the gym, cooking, 
swimming, salsa dancing, looking for 
a kind, caring, loyal male Box 431557 

© 


CUTE AS CAN BE 

Cute, single mum of 4, 38yrs old, 
Kent-based, into most things, looking 
for friendship or possibly romance. 
Box 897983 © Q 


BLONDE AMBITION 

Bubbly, cuddly, blonde single mum, 

38, 5’6”, likes cars, reading, pubs, 
cosy nights in, having a laugh, looking 
for that right male for LTR. Box 
905614 © Q 



YOUNG-AT-HEART 

Attractive 38yr old female, dark brown 
hair, blue eyes, curvy physique, likes 
days out, music, concerts, cinema, 
walking, cycling, seeks loving, fun 
male, for friendship/relationship. Box 
901893 © Q 

FULL STEAM AHEAD 
Seeking genuine, sincere, honest guy 
who likes to have fun. I’m a friendly, 
40yr old female, like cats, wind surf- 
ing, railway trips, cafes. Box 449747 

A NICE BOTTLE OF WINE 
Lovely, glossy brunette, 39yr old, 
petite, bubbly and loving, enjoys the¬ 
atre, music and eating out, WLTM a 
professional, loving and tactile male 
for a relationship. Box 442551 © Q 
NO TIES 

Lonely, bored, professional Tunbridge 
Wells Asian lady, 40, WLTM slim, sin¬ 
gle, solvent, professional white male 
40-50 for company, fun, love and 
laughter. Box 443573 ©_ 

THE HOME LIFE 
Happy, caring female, homely, tactile 
and honest. I’m black African, 41,5ft2, 
medium build and would like LTR with 
the right person. Box 446024 © 

LIFE IS GIVING 
LOVE A GUARANTEE 
Down-to-earth lady, 42, sincere, hon¬ 
est and reliable, looking for a male for 
friendship first, going out, enjoying 
evenings and perhaps something 
more later on. Box 449712 ©_ 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
AT THE MOVIES!! 

Single mum, 43, kind, devoted, likes 
walks, cinema, beaches and socialis¬ 
ing, drinks and films, seeks similar 
man for lasting love. Box 449586 O 

AIMING HIGH 

6ft blonde aerobics instructor, female, 
43, seeking decent, tall, fit male for 
companionship, hopefully leading to a 
relationship in my spare time (mainly 
afternoons). Box 446017 © 

GOOD TIME GIRL 
Outgoing young lady, 43, blonde hair 
blue eyes, 5ft4, works hard, loves 
socialising, partying, meeting new 
people...looking for similar male to 
enjoy happy times with. Box 449157 


GENUINE REPLIES ONLY 

Bubbly female, 44, brunette, N/S, 
medium/large build, enjoys singing 
and theatre. Would love to meet a 
decent fun-loving guy, similar age, 
pref non-smoker for LTR. Box 445955 
© 


BE WITH ME 

Honest and caring female, 44yrs old, 
enjoys pubs, cinema, theatre and 
much more, seeks a kind, caring gen¬ 
tleman for friendship & romance. Box 
882419 © Q 


COULD IT BE YOU? 

Hi I’m 44, slim, 5ft8, a redhead, love 
nights out, socialising, looking for 
friendship initially and hopefully more 
later on. Box 889800 Q 


COME ON DOWN! 

Honest, bubbly female 45, long hair, 
slim, enjoys walking, cinema, socialis¬ 
ing; seeks honest, friendly chap for 
friendship leading to more. Box 
882693 © 

LIFE AND LAUGHTER 

Young minded, sexy, slim lady. I’m fit 
and healthy, 45yrs old and I’m looking 
for a man for fun and laughter. Box 
449762© 

HI EVERYONE, I’M 

Debbie, 46, slim, 5ft5, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, looking for a man, 44-49, 
5ft7+, with a nice appearance, prefer- 
ably a N/S. Box 449422 ©_ 

ARE YOU THE ONE FOR ME? 
Caring, cute female, 46, petite, likes 
socialising, dancing, travelling, good 
food, seeking intelligent, loyal man 42- 
52 for love and TLC. Seaford. Box 
444366©_ 

FANCY A FILM? 

Hi, I’m Pam, 47, 5ft11, brown hair, 
hazel eyes, slimmish, divorced, look¬ 
ing for a LTR with a nice and genuine 
man. No time-wasters please! 
Heathfield. Box 448626 ©_ 

BE MY FRIEND AND LOVER 
Bubbly, caring lady, 47, divorced with 
2 teenagers, dark hair, medium build, 
into cooking, driving, love to talk, 
laugh and have fun, seeking a normal 
guy Box 425952 © 


JUST IMAGINE 

Petite, brunette, bubbly, friendly, easy¬ 
going single mum, 49, enjoys cinema, 
eating out, socialising, most things, 
WLTM genuine male, to see where 
life takes us! Box 893562 © 


WHERE R U? 

Cheerful, honest, popular blonde, 
50yrs old, 5ft2, slim, looking to find an 
honest, loyal man. Ian please call 
again/leave contact details. Box 
887347 


HERE AND NOW 

Outgoing lady, 50, enjoys walks along 
the beach, nights out and in with a 
quiet bottle of wine, seeks man to love 
forever. Box 449524 © 


FOR KEEPS 

Hi I’m Karen, 50, medium build, 5ft, 
separated, devoted mum, looking for 
friendship with someone who likes 
dining out, evening walks and per¬ 
haps something lasting... Box 882618 
© 


CARING & PROFESSIONAL 

Female 49, 5ft4, long hair, slim, likes 
eating out, the beach, travel, seeks a 
friendly chap, 48-55. Box 417100 © 


YOU DON’T KNOW 
UNTIL YOU CALL... 

Young looking, hard working 53yr old I 
am a happy, caring person with a 
good sense of humour. Non-smoker. 
Heathfield. Box 883410 © 



Just text 
KOS to 81188 

rhoraes* 35p each message you 


Over 18s only. To cancel send STOP to 81188. For help call 0871 220 9188 
- lOp/min all times. g8wave, London N7 9AH. ©2009 g8wave 


REPLY to an ad, call: 

0905 211 0651 

(Calls cost £1.20/min; contact your service provider for details) 

REPLY by Oext 

You can choose to text the member’s 6-digit box number followed by a 
space, then your message (max of 160 characters) and send to 82250 
e.g. 654321 Hi my name is... Standard network rates apply to send 
messages. Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message. 


DO YOU HAVE THE 
BRAINS & THE LOOKS?! 

Professional, attractive female, 54, 
enjoys the countryside, gardening, 
keeping fit, reading and live music, 
looking to meet an attractive and 
intelligent man for a relationship. Box 
448863 © Q 

I’VE GOT THE 
GOLDEN TICKET 
Christian female, 57, looking to meet 
a nice man with GSOH to go to cine- 
ma, have fun with. Box 449225 © 
HOLDING OUT 1^ A HERO 

Londoner new to the area, 57, 5ft5, 
slim attractive blonde, seeking a man 
for serious relationship and lasting 
happiness. Box 449587 ©_ 

WALKS ALONG THE COAST 
Honest & sincere female, 58, tall, 
GSOH, loves country pubs, coasts, 
cinema, seeking a man who’s a 
match for me with GSOH for relation- 
ship. Box 441622 ©_ 

HAPPY AS ME 

Fun-to-be with, happy, contented lady 
(60), 5ft4,1 enjoy theatre, dining out 
and having friends round for a meal, 
gardening, pets. Box 882812 © Q 

ONLY LOVE 

Classy, intelligent, happy, slim, attrac¬ 
tive, fit and active lady, 60, GSOH, 
enjoys travel, gardening etc. Looking 
for that special friend to share life 
with. Box 883791 © Q _ 

SOULMATE FOREVER 
Hello, I’m 62, young and bubbly, 5ft2, 
shoulder-length dark hair, active, gen¬ 
uine, tactile,, caring, loving, seeking 
similar happy-go-lucky male for love 
and romance. Tunbridge Wells. Box 

jjasift 


Quick, easy wavto view a 
member’s O hoto! 

Look for the Q symbol. 

Just enter the 
six-digit Box number, 
followed by a space, then 
PHOTO and send to 82250 
Your phone must be WAP-enabled 
£1.50 per photo 

Add a photo of yourself 

Register your number with 
us & send by MMS to 
07786 203 777. Enter P2P 
as subject. 

MMS - standard network charges apply. 


FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT 

Attractive lady, 63, large brown eyes, 
loves swimming and cycling, cinema, 
eating out...seeks company with a 
great SOH, young-minded, to enjoy 
anything that happens. Box 449875 
A ROSE BY ANY 
OTHER NAME... 

Widow, early 60s, 5ft4, dark 
hair/eyes, medium build, N/S, loving, 
caring, no ties, enjoys travelling, 
socialising, eating in/out. Rye. Box 
441177 © Q _ 

FRESH AIR 

Smart, attractive, bubbly blonde, 71, 
medium build, N/S, own house, 
GSOH, lives on coast, enjoys most 
things, WLTM smart gentleman for 
friendship, maybe more. Box 438147 
© 


Women 

seeking women^^ 

IT’S WHAT’S 
INSIDE THAT COUNTS 

I’m a 26yr old female, looking for new 
friends and maybe that special 
girl...let’s have a meal and a drink 
and see what happens! Box 448722 

© 

FRIENDSHIP, 

HOPEFULLY MORE 

Feminine woman, easygoing, caring, 
45, long brown hair, blue eyes. I love 
music, eating out, reading/writing, 
drives, weekends away. WLTM boy- 
ish female. Box 448248 ©_ 

HAPPILY EVER AFTER 
Slim attractive girl, 53, short dark hair, 
divorced, devoted mum, enjoys gar¬ 
dening and flower arranging, the sea, 
motorbikes; WLTM female who 
enjoys life. Box 449894 © 

ATTRACTIVE, BUBBLY LADY 
52yrs, 5ft6, blonde, size 12 enjoys 
good food/wine, theatre, countryside, 
holidays, seeking a sincere, genuine 
female, for friendship first, possibly 
relationship Box 414143 © 



MEN seeking women 


LOVERS PARADISE 

Very independent guy, 27, 5ft7, medi¬ 
um built, own business, looking for 
someone to spend quality time with, 
friendship first, then maybe more. 

Box 448845 ©_ 

THE PERFECT 
RELATIONSHIP? 

Dad with great SOH, 29, 6ft, dark hair 
blue eyes, slim, loves music, cars, 
bikes and socialising, looking for girl 
for fun and more. Box 449334 © 
YOU COULD BE 
MY EVERYTHING 
Professional bloke, 34, 6ft, likes 
socialising, cinema, live gigs etc, 
looking for a considerate female to 
share the good and the bad with. Box 
449436© _ 

UP FOR IT? 

Maidstone male, 33, 6ft, muscular, 
GSOH, fair hair/blue eyes, likes Thai 
boxing, pubs, having fun, cosy nights 
in, house/hip hop music, WLTM lov¬ 
ing, attractive, slim female. Box 
162939 © Q_ 

I’M YOURS 

Hello, I’m male, 34, 5ft8, blue eyes. 

I’m a single dad and enjoy swimming, 
social drinks, having a laugh. Box 
449751 ©_ 

MADE TO MEET? 

Honest upbeat gent, 33, mousey 
brown hair, 5ft9, into sports, running, 
football and socialising, looking for a 
good-hearted, decent girl who likes a 
laugh. Box 449818 ©_ 

DOWN BY THE BEACH 
Hi I’m Kevin, 37, 6ft1, medium build, 
loves cinema, music, walks and the 
se, seeking similar girl to find love 
with. Box 449844 © Q_ 

EVERYTHING I DO 
Lee, driver, 36yr old, 6ft3, dark hair, 
like pubs, clubs, wine bars, places of 
interest, sports and reading, WLTM a 
woman for friendship and romance. 
Box 889720 © Q _ 

TRUSTWORTHY 
Margate man, 37, 6ft3, dark hair, nice 
big build. I work in residential care 
which I love. I’m down-to-earth, kind, 
tactile, with a GSOH. Box 423437 © 

lip _ 

LONESOME LAD 
LOOKING FOR LOVE 

Blond 39yr old lad, blue eyes, educat¬ 
ed, attractive, solvent (just!), genuine, 
loyal, adventurous and definitely dif¬ 
ferent. Seeks beautiful future with 
someone like you. Box 885814 jfcjjt 

DO I ATTRACT YOU? 

40yr old single dad of 2, dark hair, 
loves outdoor/country life, keeping 
active, N/S with GSOH, WLTM warm 
hearted woman. Box 882048 © Q 

WARM HEARTS OF LOVE 
Loving male, 40, 5ft10, slim, black hair, 
looking for long term romantic rela¬ 
tionship with loyal, kind, considerate, 
romantic girl like me. Box 449672 © 
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 
Art-loving 40yr old, 5ft9, brown 
hair/eyes, into motorbikes and 
weight-lifting, looking for a trustworthy 
female for friendship to start off with, 
then who knows? Box 448928 © 
THE WIND BENEATH 
YOUR WINGS 

Guy of 40, outgoing, fun, tall, told I’m 
handsome, easygoing, looking to 
meet a nice, attractive lady to sweep 
off her feet. Box 883376 O_ 

LOVE ON THE DANCEFLOOR 
Outgoing, young-minded male, 47, 
smoker, likes war games, books, cin¬ 
ema, castles, places of interest, seek¬ 
ing similar woman to boogie on the 
dancefloor with. Box 443750 © 
SEARCHING FOR LOVE 
Genuine single fella, 41, worked hard 
all my life now need to find love, 
seeking loving lady to have loads of 
fun and more with. Box 884098 © 
ROB THE BUILDER 
Medium build lad, 43, olive skin, look¬ 
ing for a genuine lady to spend the 
good and the bad times with. Box 
447658 © 



BROWSE and listen line: 

0906 753 3093 

(Calls cost 75p/min; contact your service provider for details) 

HELP required with service? 

0871 220 9205 

Live assistance, 2pm-5.30pm. Mon to Fri I Email: louise @ g8wave.co.uk 
(Calls cost lOp/min; contact your service provider for details) 


TO LOVE SOMEBODY 

Loving, tactile, genuine, considerate 
male, 42, life of the party, loves swim¬ 
ming, music, cinema, reading, WLTM 
the girl to spend great times with... 

Box 449450 ©_ 

LEAN ON ME 

Very romantic, caring & loyal male, 

44, slim, blue eyes, fair hair, GSOH, 
seeks lady with similar interests for 
hopeful long term relationship. 
Hastings. Box 446120 © Q 

ALONG THE SHORE 
Considerate, reliable guy, 44, slim, 
5ft11.1 like days out, the coast, nights 
in, pubs. WLTM kind female, 30-52, 
for friendship, leading to LTR. Box 
448919 © Q_ 

BABY YOU CAN 
DRIVE MY CAR 
Up-beat 45yr old lorry driver, tall and 
slim, likes most things in life, looking 
for a LTR with someone slim, honest, 
reliable and faithful. Box 881775 © 
DOWN TO MARGATE! 
Young-looking, slim male, 43yr old, 
5ft10, enjoys beach walks and cine¬ 
ma, WLTM a mature lady for a com¬ 
mitted long term relationship. Margate 
Box 441706 ©_ 

FANCY A FILM? 

Shy but outgoing male, 45, 5ft8, short 
dark brown hair, hazel eyes, stocky, 
really looking for genuine, trustworthy, 
loyal woman for love. Box 449097 © 

CAN’T SMILE WITHOUT YOU 
Carpenter with own house, 47, look¬ 
ing for a LTR, single mothers are wel¬ 
come! Loves family life, cooking and 
beach walks. Box 449274 ©_ 

SOMEONE TO SHARE WITH 
Fancy a walk along the beach at sun¬ 
set? A cosy night on the sofa? I’m 
male, 46, average build. I’m romantic 
and like animals and holidays. Box 
447858 © Q_ 

INTERESTED? 

Hard working male, 46, smart, single, 
loyal, kind and caring, likes nights in 
and out, looking for romance or friend- 
ship first... Box 449756_ 

IS IT ME YOU’RE 
LOOKING FOR? 

Kind, genuine, down-to-earth male, 

47, seeking companionship and LTR. 
5ft10, cropped hair, blue eyes, stocky 
with cuddly belly! Box 449583 © Q 

MADE TO FIT? 

Honest lonely guy, 48, 6ft, stocky built, 
mousey brown hair, seeking LTR with 
a kind, down-to-earth female to find 
that connection with. Box 449719 © 

HOLD HANDS 

Hi I’m Bill, 48, 5ft7, well built, short 
brown hair, brown eyes, loyal, loving, 
caring, looking for a similar lady to 
cuddle... Box 447902_ 

ALL THIS AND MORE 
Caring, loving, sensitive, sincere, 
attractive, tall, loyal black man, 

London born, 40s, seeks captivating 
white Princess to worship & adore 
truly. Box 448434 © Q_ 

GOOD EVENING 
Intelligent male, 48, 6ft, clean, well 
groomed/dressed black man, home- 
owner, likes swimming, conversation, 
keeping fit, cooking, WLTM attractive 
white lady to enjoy life with. Box 
448436 © Q_ 

MCE TO MEET YOU... 

Good looking divorcee, 48, 6ft, likes 
keeping in shape, loves music and 
gigs; seeking slim lady, relaxed, laid- 
back, for hopeful good relationship. 
Box 448816 


HOPEFULLY 
SOMETHING SPECIAL 

Friendly guy, 49, 6ft, average build, 
dark hair, brown eyes, loves cars and 
shows, drinks in pubs, walks, beach¬ 
es, countryside; seeking lady to relax 
with. Box 449834 ©_ 

I COULD BE YOUR GUY... 

Hard working Eastbourner, 49, look¬ 
ing for a lady who wants to enjoy fun 
dates, chats and see what happens... 
Box 449843 ©_ 

WHO KNOWS? 

Single black Londoner, 48, tall, very 
attractive, smart guy, loves travelling, 
women, eating out, seeking loving 
lady for a passionate, lasting relation- 
ship. Box 448415©© __ 

LET’S GET TOGETHER 
Normal bloke, 50, non worker, with 
normal interests, seeking a like-mind¬ 
ed slim lady, 45-50, for LTR. Box 
448957 © _ 

VERY LOVING GUY 
Shy laid-back male, 56, 6ft2, quiet, 
likes walking my dog, gardening, films 
and more, seeking female to meet 
and get to know. Box 449877 © 

ONLY YOU 

Michael 53, 5’9”, widower, brown 
hair/blue eyes, likes walks, eating out, 
cosy nights in, seeks female for 
friendship possible relationship. Box 
407010 ©_ 

COME ON OVER TO MY PLACE 
58yr old widower, 5ft5, likes holiday, 
travel, sports and comfortable living, 
seeks similar lady to find hopeful 
romance with. Box 449847 © Q 
I WILL GET TO YOU 
Hi there I’m Brian! 58, down-to-earth, 
no ties, looking for someone kind, 
friendly, looks unimportant but per¬ 
sonality a must. Box 449709 © 

NOW AND FOREVER 
Loyal, honest guy, 59, easygoing, tac¬ 
tile, affectionate, enjoys candlelit din¬ 
ners, romantic walks by sea and 
music, seeks attractive lady for lasting 
relationship. Ashford. Box 449553 © 

LASTING HAPPINESS 
Fit, active and single male, 62, many 
interests, looking for a like-minded 
female 55-60 to enjoy companionship 
and more. Box 449819 ©_ 

GO FOR IT! 

Affectionate single dad, 62,5ft6, blonde, 
green eyes, attractive, likes playing 
bridge, cinema, holidays, restaurants, 
seeks genuine bubbly female for 
laughter... Box 430590 © Q 

Men 

seeking men 

TALL ORDER 

40yr old chap, 5ft8, dark, slim/muscu¬ 
lar build, good looking. Looking for a 
tall guy for fun. Box 439132 © 

JOINED IN LOVE? 

Good-natured, down-to-earth guy, 46, 
green eyes, dark hair, slim, enjoys 
holidays, music, pubs, eating in/out, 
WLTM male, 35-50, for companion- 
ship. Box 441106 O_ 

MANLY MAN 

Trustworthy, honest guy, 49, stocky, 
into most things, very romantic, look¬ 
ing for similar male to spend times 
with, get close to! Box 883313 © Q 

HOW DOES THIS GRAB YOU?*] 

Tony, 58, easygoing, friendly, medium 
build, in good shape, enjoy quiet 
nights in, DVDs, videos, photography, 
WLTM easygoing like-minded male 
for fun, friendship and more. Box 
440544 © 



TEXT REPLY: For your protection, you will not be allowed to swap contact 
details until you have exchanged five messages each. GUIDELINES: 
Private individuals seeking long-term, monogamous relationships may 
advertise in yourkentdating. We suggest that ads contain a self-descrip¬ 
tion, age range, and lifestyle description. We reserve the right to refuse 
or edit any ad for any reason. Ads may not be submitted by persons 
younger than 18 years of age for publication in yourkentdating. Also, no 
ads will be published seeking persons younger than 18 years of age. 
DISCLAIMER: KOS Media assumes no liability for the content of or reply 
to any personal advertisement. The advertiser assumes complete lia¬ 
bility for the content of all replies to any advertisement or recorded mes¬ 
sage and for any claims made against KOS Media as a result thereof. 
The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold KOS Media harmless from 
all costs, expenses (including reasonable solicitor's fees), liabilities and 
damages resulting from or caused by the publication or recording placed 
by the advertiser or any reply to any such advertisement. If you are not 
a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges. Service provided by g8wave Ltd. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: The People2People™ service is provided by g8wave Ltd, 10 
Tileyard Studios, Tileyard Road, London N7 9AH. g8wave Ltd will collect 
the details you provide when placing your ad, including your name and 
address and may use your information to send you details of other relat¬ 
ed services and events operated by the company. Your name and 
address, but no other data, may also be passed on to KOS Media who 
may use it for their own marketing purposes. Your ad may appear in 
other newspapers and on the People2People™ Internet site. If you are 
not a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges, "yourkentdating" is a trademark of g8wave Ltd. 

11/03/09 
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Zoom-Zoom all-new 
star is out in the open 

MAZDA has unveiled its exciting MPS 
performance star from the all-new 
Mazda3 line-up. 

A limited slip differential has been 
retained from the original, which should 
allow the impressive 2.3-litre tur¬ 
bocharged engine to apply maximum 
power without the front driving wheels 
relaying ‘torque steer 5 to the driver's hands. 

The new lighter and sleeker Mazda3 
line-up also has a new fuel and emissions 
saving stop-start ‘i-stop 5 system and is 
expected around May time. 



Bargain open-top buys 
as recession hits hard 


IF you always fancied an upmarket crop- 
top and have money saved, now is the 
time to buy, says Glass’s Guide. 

The trade ‘bible 5 reveals that year- 
old/12,000-mile prestige convertibles are 
worth up to a quarter less than in March 
2008, though bargain hunters must move 
fast ahead of an expected summer rush. 

Best value is the folding hardtop 
Mercedes-Benz SLK 280 (pictured) and 
Guide spokesman Richard Crosthwaite 
added prestige roadster/cabriolet values 
used to outperform most sectors, but have 
been hit by decline in consumer spending. 



Hyundai i-20 heating 
up the hatch price war 

FRESH from launching the five-door i20 
supermini replacement for the Getz, 
Hyundai has a three-door version due 
here in April. 

Already undercutting rivals in a sector 
that has grown quickly as buyers race to 
downsize, this new i20 version will add to 
pressure with the usual Hyundai five- 
year warranty and a start price of £8,195 
- £450 less than the five-door. Most buy¬ 
ers are expected to choose the lightweight 
76bhp 1.2-litre petrol engine for its low 
fuel consumption and C02 emissions. 



RAISING THE BAR: Not only has the Yaris received a new look, Toyota has also implemented its new Optimal Drive technology which boosts the engine's efficiency and emissions 







New-look Yaris' makeover 
has given it optimal appeal 


TOYOTA set the bar high with 
the original 1999-vintage Yaris 
supermini. 

It needed to, after earlier supermini candi¬ 
dates that were pretty underwhelming - 
remember the optimistically-named Starlet? 

However, after a quantum leap with the first 
Yaris, the next step always risked looking 
conservative. 

And so it seemed when the ‘Mark II 5 launched 
in 2006; unique selling points were repeated - 
trouble-free and cheap motoring plus loads of 
space - but little else seemed new or exciting. 

But the Mark II Yaris grows on you and 
looks all the better for a 2009 makeover (now 
from £8,585), not simply due to a fresher front 
and rear end either. 

The big news is under the bonnet; Toyota is 
implementing new Optimal Drive technology 
widely, but progress in the supermini sector is 
most crucial as the recession continues. 

Optimal Drive boosts combustion efficiency, 
while reducing friction plus engine and trans¬ 
mission weight to deliver better power, economy 
and emissions - all Yaris models now qualify 
for the lowest payable road tax (£35/year). 


ROAD TEST 



I BY STEVE LOADER 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 


★ ★★★ 


Image 

Space 

Value 

Running costs 
Reliability 


★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 


Green rating 


★★★★ 


Impressively, the engine line-up also now 
includes a lively yet frugal new 1.33-litre 
petrol engine with ‘Stop & Start 5 to cut the 
engine and restart it automatically at traffic 
lights or in stop start traffic. 

Toyota claims a class-leading 55mpg average 
and it is typical of new generation petrol 
engines that are carrying the fight to diesels, 
which deliver less value for money in small cars 
due to extra weight and higher upfront cost. 

The 1.33, as tested here in attractively pack¬ 
aged and priced SR (£10,915) form, feels fast 
and nimble for this class and very much a car 
for these times. 

The rear seat can be adjusted fore and aft - 
a feature that made the original such a hit - to 
boost legroom or boot space according to 
immediate need, and there is plenty of room 
and storage flexibility in front. 

The cabin can be noisy when the engine is 
under duress and I still don’t like the Yaris’s 
trademark centrally-mounted speedo and 
gauges -1 think the former should be as close 
to straight ahead as possible - but the slick 
six-speed shift is mounted nice and high and 
Stop & Start is one of the smoothest and most 
inobtrusive of such systems tried so far. 


SEE MOTORSTV FDR 
MORE ROAD TESTS | 

BT STEVE LOADER « j j 

Need a new car? Then visit www.carsfbrkent.co.uk 






































62 yourmaidstone.co.uk 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


SELL YOUR CAR 

Buy 2 weeks and get the 3rd FREE 


ipyourashford 

yourcanterbury 


yourswale 

nyourthanet 


yourmedway \ 
ipyourmaidstone 


yourshepway 
H yourdover 


Lineage 

Approx. 20 words 


FORDFOCUSLXl^l 


FORD FOCUS LX 1-6 






3x1 Box Ad 
k p/wk J 


3x1 

Max. 25 words 


m 

Eb 


n • •* 


Contact us on: pi 

01303 817150 ■ 

Email: advertising(akosmedia.co.uk 

Deadline for advertisements for the newspapers: Friday midday 


£7,995.00 

6x2 

Max. 25 words 




*X2 photo. 
VP/wk / 



We can process your payment via telephone, fax, post or email using all I I LZ-L- 
major credit cards. ^■a 

Photographs 

You can send in a photograph via email to 
advertisingldkosmedia.co.uk. If you are unsure please 
telephone one of our advisors on 01303 817150. 

Deadline for sending us photo advertisements is Friday at 
midday prior to Wednesdays publication. 



What do you get for your money? 

Advertisement in the ‘Your Local’ of your choice 
reaching thousands of adults across ‘Your Local’ 
area regularly each week. 

Plus free listing on carsforkent.co.uk where there 
are thousands of other Kent cars on sale every day. 

When you place a private advertisement with 
KOSMedia you get a unique combination of printed 
and online media within Britain’s award-winning 
newspaper group and our fast- growing websites. 




















Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 
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USED CAR ROUND-UP: 


OUR PICK FROM A KEY SECTOR 


AFFORDABLE COUPES carsferkent.co.uk ® 

SUPERCARS are all well and good, but you can have fun and cut a dash for a lot less cash with an affordable sports coupe from less 
glamorous carmakers, especially when these hit the used market. Two of our choices here represent superb value and while the original 
Audi TT was a premium purchase new, the numbers available second-hand make them an accessible and, in most cases, easily maintained 
sporting option. This trio also make an eye-catching change from specc'd-up three-door hatchbacks masguerading under the 'coupe' label. 


AUDITT 


TOYOTA CELICA 


HYUNDAI COUPE 


Aj IHTVI 


(jF\ 1 






SEEMINGLY out of nowhere, Audi created the retro-styled TT Coupe 
- an instant classic evoking the lines and spirit of the great pre-war 
Auto Union racers. The chic retro theme continues inside the car, 
which is beautifully made. The original TT's only weakness was a 
chassis that failed to reach the high standards of contemporaries like 
the Porsche Boxster, but the blend of fun, style and image is hard to 
beat at really quite affordable prices now for most versions. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal 

★★★★ 

Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★ r 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 



DESPITE a drippy name, the last (seventh generation) Celica - at 
least for now - is a class act that justifies some extra investment. 

It was a sophisticated drive, yet still very practical with good 
seating for four plus a useful rear hatchback and load area. 

The styling is timeless, so it doesn't matter this version was 
launched in 2000. Best of all, it has a range of free-revving engines, 
great chassis and built-in Toyota reliability - an unsung hero. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★ ★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 



ONCE Hyundai sorted out the styling and quality glitches of early 
generations, the Korean brand's 'reliable budget four-seat coupe' 
proposition was bound to take off. The latest coupe is beefier and 
smarter and confirms what great value the car is. The chassis cannot 
rival the Toyota Celica, but delivers great fun with modest outlay. For 
0-60mph in 8.2 seconds, there is also the 2.7 V6 version. You may 
also find a car with some of Hyundai's five-year warranty still intact. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 




Sctici 


l|tV§S are less than 
pAllul Parker’s Price 
4 '^ Guide 



We’re tearing 

ud the 

Our prices ** 1 * 

are less than 

irker’s Price Ivv 

Guide guides! 


06 56 Citroen C3 1.4 HDi Desire 5dr 

Parker’s Price £6,615 

Save £865* Our Price £5,750 

07 57 Toyota Yaris 1.0 WT-IT2 3dr 

Parker’s Price £7,280 

Save £781 * Our Price £6,499 


07 07 Renault Megane 1.6 WT Dymanique 5dr 

Parker’s Price £7,010 

Save £51T Our Price £6,499 

08 08 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 110 S 5dr 

Parker’s Price £12,644 




Save £3,644* Our Price £9,000 



07 07 Peugeot 307 CC 2.0 S 2dr 

Parker’s Price £9,255 

Save £1,256* Our Price £7,999 

07 07 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 115 LX 5dr 

Parker’s Price £7,070 


Open Mon to 
Fri: 9am - 7pm 
Sat: 9am - 6pm 
Sun: 11am - 5pm 


Kent 

Essex 

London 


0845 871 7104 
0845 871 5296 
0845 871 5169 


Save £571 * Our Price £6,499 

06 56 Peugeot 407 2.0 HDi 136 SE 4dr Auto 

Parker’s Price £8,240 

Save £441* Our Price £7,799 

06 56 Vauxhall Zafira 1,8i Life 5dr Auto 

Parker’s Price £7,440 

Save £141 * Our Price £7,299 


South Herts 0845 871 7046 
North Herts 0845 871 7089 
Hampshire 0845 871 5176 


08 08 Peugeot 308 S £ 5 * 2 * 
1.6 VTi 5dr A ~ 

Parker’s Price £9,025 

Our Price 

£7,999 

You save 

£ 1 , 026 * 


ONLY 

£99.oo 


Cash Price £7,999 

“ y S99-oo 

Deposit £2,628.97 

“ r9e £1,336.97 

One monthy oq 7 /I 
payment ** • 4.00 

a “T per 6,000 

payment' £3,238.00 

Excess mileage * n 
charge per mile * ^-24p 

Total amount oq cnc_ 

payable *3,0110.97 

Ap R 12.9% 


07 57 Seat Ibiza 1.2 
Reference 5dr 

Parker’s Price £6,240 ^ 

Our Price 

£5,799 

Including Air Con 



07 57 Vauxhall Corsa 
1.2i16vClub3dr 

Parker’s Price £7,340 

Our Price 

£6,299 

Including Air Con 


Waters ♦’♦AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 

www.autoplanet.co.uk 
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TO ADVERTISE: O email US appointments@kosmedia.co.uk TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 ^FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA 

• GRADUATE, TRAINEES 

• HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE 

• MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 

• NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 



AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT 

ART AND DESIGN 

• HR, RECRUITMENT 

• INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY 

• NURSING, MEDICINE, CARE WORK 

• OTHER 

Senior & General Appointments 

64-67 

CATERING, HOSPITALITY 

CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE 

DOMESTIC 

• IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS 

• INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE 

• LEGAL 

• LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL 

• MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 

• MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 

• MARKETING, ADVERTISING 

• PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 

• PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 

• PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 

• RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 

• SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 
RESEARCH 

• TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 



Public Notices 

66 

EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 

ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 




Y Fuji Seal Europe Ltd. 

The Fuji Seal Croup is the only shrink sleeve manufacturer offering a complete single 
source solution utilising its network of manufacturing operations in the UK, 
Netherlands, France, Poland, USA, Asia and Japan. 

We are recruiting the following positions: 

MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN 

Duties will include preventative and breakdown maintenance, improvements and 
new installations. Individual responsibility for ensuring machines operate to 
appropriate quality specifications. Working an 8 hour rolling shift pattern (6am-2pm, 
2pm-10pm, 10pm-6am) Monday-Friday plus callout requirement. The following 
qualifications are appropriate, but alternatives may be acceptable. Apprenticeship 
served Maintenance Electrician, City & Guilds or BTEC (ONC) in Electrical 
Engineering, 17th Edition Wiring regulation. 

MAINTENANCE FITTER 

Duties will include a wide range of tasks including planned preventative 
maintenance, unplanned repairs and new installations. You will work with a small 
team of colleagues on a continental shift pattern (2x12 hr days, 2 x 12 hr nights, 4 
off). The following qualifications and experience are appropriate, but alternatives 
may be acceptable. Apprenticeship served, City & Guilds in Mechanical Engineering, 
some electrical knowledge and experience advantageous but not essential. 

You'll enjoy a full range of employee benefits. To apply please send your CV to 
HR Department, Fuji Seal Europe Ltd, Scimitar Close, Gillingham Business Park, 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 ORJ or alternatively you can email to jobs@uk.fujiseal.com. 
Previous applicants need not apply. 

Closing date: 9 March 2009 
Strictly no agencies. 

Fuji Seal Europe are an equal opportunities employer. 



Community Drug Workers 

£21,244 - £27,492 + ESSENTIAL CAR USER ALLOWANCE UP TO £1,095 
EAST/WEST KENT AND MEDWAY 

KCA (UK) is an expanding and vibrant organisation providing a wide range of 
high quality and innovative specialist services in the drug, alcohol and mental 
health sectors. 

Could you help chaotic injecting drug users to stabilise their use and begin 
shaping better lifestyles? It is a big challenge that will see you work closely 
with medical staff as you deliver assessment and key worker support to 
people accessing the substitute prescribing service. 

Significant experience of working with individuals with drug related problems 
is desirable, along with a qualification to diploma level in a relevant area - 
nursing, counselling or social work for example. As for your future, there is the 
opportunity to make a huge impact on people’s lives and help grow our 
services into the future working as part of a multi-disciplinary team. 

For further information and an application form email recruitment@kca.org.uk 
or write to KCA (UK), Dan House, 44 East Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 8AT. 
Alternatively, call 01795 590635. Please quote ref: 553 
Closing date: 13 March 2009. 

Interview date: 1 April 2009. 

KCA (UK) is committed to the principles of equality of opportunity for all and welcomes applications from 
people with experience of substance use or who have had previous problems with substance misuse. 
Charity no: 292824. 

www.kca.org.uk 
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The Regional Screen Agency for the South East of England has opportunities at both its offices 

Headquarters - Folkestone 

EDUCATION & YOUTH PROJECTS 
CO-ORDINATOR PART TIME 

£18,000 - £22,000 Pro Rata Depending on experience 

Up to 28 hours per week Fixed Term Contract 
A Media Box Supported Role 

Closing date: 26 March 2009 Interviews will be held on: 06 April 2009 

Film Commission - Pinewood Studios 

FILM COMMISSION ASSISTANT 

£14,000 - £16,000 Depending on experience 
Closing date: 01 April 2009 Interviews will be held on: 09 April 2009 

For job specification or further information please see our website 
www.screensouth.org or contact Vanessa Cook 
Please send current CV and letter of motivation including where you saw the ad to 
vanessa.cook@screensouth.org or 

Screen South, The Wedge, 75 - 81 Tontine Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1 JR 
T: 01303 259 777 F: 01303 259 786 
www.screensouth.org 

Screen South are an equal opportunities employer and have achieved Investors in people status. 

■ JL «•«•««<*. ( T 
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THE THOMAS 
AVELINC 
SCHOOL 



(A Foundation Technology College) 
Arethusa Rd, Rochester, Kent ME1 2UW 
Headteacher: Mr R J Hart, BEd, MA 

Tel: 01634 844809 Fax: 01634 818385 
Email: office@thomasaveling.co.uk Website: www.thomasaveling.co.uk/jobs 


Senior Reprographics Technician 

Full Time (37 hours per week 

Salary: NJC Scale Cl Point 17 -26 (presently £16,614 - £21,937) 

We require from April 2009 a pro-active, organised and self-motivated 
person with a creative flair to join this popular secondary school. Operating 
predominantly Konica Minolta copying equipment, this role provides a 
support function to all levels of staff and students and requires a person 
with strong communication and inter-personnel skills and the ability to 
work with pace and diligence. 


Prospective candidates should be technically minded with a high level of IT 
literacy including use of Excel, Word and Publisher, and be capable of 
working under pressure as required. Some flexibility of working hours may 
be required during busy periods. Previous experience in a similar 
environment and at a similar level would be an advantage. 


Application form available on school website, accompanied by a CV and 
brief resume of relevant experience, to be sent to: Mr.S.Rayner (Finance 
and Business Manager) at the school address shown above. It is envisaged 
that interviews will take place on Monday 23rd March 2009. 


Closing date: 9:00 am Wednesday 18th March 2009 

The Thomas Aveling School is an Equal Opportunities Employer - com mi tted to 
safeguarding the welfare of all students and any offer of employment will be subject to 
an enhanced CRB check. 


FSL LTD 

Require SIA Licensed 
Door Supervisors 

at Various Holiday Parks within the Kent Area 

Please Call Chris on 01277 355088 
or E MAIL CV to Doorbirdl957@aoI.com 

Immediate Start available 


Trent ^ £ Cy 

The UK’s leading 
vehicle recovery & 
recycling company 

Join our successful business! 
Recruiting now at our Paddock Wood Site 

HGV Class 2 Drivers 

48.0 hours per week Competitive Salary 

HGV Class 2 Driver for an immediate start. 

Lorry mounted crane licence is essential. 

Recovery (streetlifter) or transporter experience is 
desirable. Full training & uniform supplied. 

Good rates of pay + benefits 

To Apply: Phone Suzy in Human Resources on 

1202 744194 ext 226 

Or email: suzy@ctrent.co.uk to send in your 
CV or request an application form. 

Closing date for application 23rd March 2009 

www.trents.co.uk 


The Best 
Connection^ 

EMPLOYMENT GROUP 

Require:- 

Minibus Drivers -Part time 
Medway Towns £7- £8 p/h 

PCV Drivers - Part time 
Medway Towns and Maidstone £9-£10 p/h 
Escorts - Part time 
Medway Towns £6- £7p/h 
Experience is preferred but not essential. 

All candidates to complete a CRB check. 
Immediate start possible for suitable candidates. 
For information on these and other vacancies 
please call Andy or Alex on 01622 664999 


SEiFYkei In 

tiw Com mum I *7 


To advertise in this section 0 01303 817040 
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ARCHERS COURT MATHS & COMPUTING COLLEGE 

Whitfield, Dover, Kent. CT16 2EG 
Tele: 01304 820126 Fax: 01304 821915 
e-mail: office@archers-court.kent.sch.uk 
Web site: www.archers-court.kent.sch.uk 

Required for September 

MUSIC GRADUATE 

to achieve qualified teacher status via the one year Graduate Teacher Programme 

Annual salary £19,058 

Archers Court is a Specialist 11 - 18 College for Maths and ICT 
OFSTED judged us to be GOOD in all categories, 
making us the highest rated non selective school in the Dover area. 

This is an exciting opportunity for a graduate who would 
like to be trained and qualify as a teacher. 

An application pack is available from the school. 

The closing date for applications is Friday, 13 March 2009 

Interviews will be held week commencing Monday, 16 March 2009 




Maths & 
Computing 


Full Time MANAGER 

Required for Boutique in 
CHISLEHURST. Previous 
Retail Experience Essential. 

Call Ben or Michele 
0208 316 6842 
info@davinashoes.co.uk 


SUPPORT STAFF 
AND TEAM 
LEADERS 

Required for our autism 
specific service in 
Folkestone. NVQ 
qualification preferred 
although not essential. 

Please call Tom on 
01303 251618/01303 
259561 for more details. 
Salary £6 + per hour. 


Amac Dynamic Training offers training and career 
development to fitness professionals. Courses on 
offer include NVQs, bespoke in-house training, fit¬ 
ness professional courses ranging from levels 1-3. 
Amac is committed to Equality and Diversity. 

14-19 Programme Manager (Full time up to £31 k pa) Canterbury 

The successful candidate will work closely with the management team, tutors and opera¬ 
tional staff to ensure the design, development, management and implementation of pro¬ 
grammes is of a consistently high standard. You would be highly skilled in developing and 
maintaining effective relationships with key partners and stakeholders. We are looking for 
inspirational and committed individual, who can show excellent interpersonal, communica¬ 
tion and influencing skills. Applications are welcome from experienced candidates, and 
will hold a DTTLS teaching qualification (Certificate in Education or equivalent), together 
with an interest in sports and fitness and curriculum development for the 14-19 age range. 



How to Apply 

Please contact Amac for an application form, full job description, candidate requirements, 
anddetails of salary and benefits for position. Contact info@amactraining.co.uk or 01227 
831 840. Alternatively e-mail your CM. with a covering letter, or post it to: 

Amac, 2 Denne Hill Business Centre, Womenswold, Canterbury, CT4 6HD 
Closing Date: 25 March 2009 Interview Date: 31 March 2009 



Career Opportunities 


Canterbury College is an equal opportunities employer 

Canterbury College is a Further and Higher Education College in the heart of Kent. Our goal is to be 
one of the best FE Colleges in England by 2010. We have 9,000 students across 300 courses and 
enjoy an enviable reputation as a great place to learn. Our brand new £50M Campus is also home to 
nearly 800 staff and we have some great career opportunities which may be right for you. 


Section Manager Construction Craft 08/12 

37 hrs per week, salary starting at £33,858 per annum 

Section Manager Dental Nursing, Social Care and Counselling 06/110 

37 hrs per week, salary starting at £33,858 per annum 

Acting Section Manager NVQ’s and Professional Studies, Dental, Nursing, 

Social Care and Counselling 09/02 

37 hrs per week, salary starting at £33,858 per annum. Fixed Term post ending 31 July 
2009 

Temporary Section Manager Equine, Animal Care, Veterinary Services and 
Environmental Conservation 09/04 

37 hrs per week, salary starting at £33,858 per annum. Temporary post to cover 
maternity leave not to exceed 12 months. 

Temporary Section Manager Equine, Animal Care, Veterinary Services and 
Environmental Conservation 09/04 

37 hrs per week, salary starting at £33,858 per annum. Temporary post to cover 
maternity leave not to exceed 12 months. 

Lecturer Key Skills (to Automotive Engineering students) 07/30 

37 hours per week, salary range £18,387 - £26,363 per annum 

Supply Lecturer Community Development S/CD 

Various hours available, salary range £18,387 - £26,363 pro rata per annum 
Advanced Practitioner 02/128 

37 hrs per week, salary starting at £33,858 per annum 


Business Publicity Officer 

18.5 hrs per week, salary starting at £16,914 pro rata per annum. One year fixed 
term post 

Trainer Demonstrator Sculpture/3-D Design Art & Design 
37 hrs per week, salary starting at £18,963 per annum 
Trainer Demonstrator Preparation for Life & Work 

37 hrs per week, 40 weeks term time, salary starting at £18,963 pro rata per annum 

Temporary Enrolment Records Assistants 

4 posts at 18.5 hrs per week, salary starting at £15,085 pro rata per annum. 
Temporary posts starting 01 June 09 and ending 31st October 09 
Administrator - Central Administration 
27 hrs per week, salary starting at £15,085 pro rata per annum 

Learning Resources Assistant - Book Shelver 

10 hrs per week, 38 weeks term time, salary £13,711 pro rata per annum (fixed 
point) 


For an information pack please visit www.canterburycollege.ac.uk or 
call the Human Resources Office on 01227 811282 (24 hr answerphone) 
quoting the above reference. 

Staff benefits include: 

• Pension & Life Assurance Scheme • Sports Hall & Gym 

• Proximity to main bus & train stations • Generous Holiday Allowance 

• Close to City Centre • Staff Discount Scheme 

The closing date for the above posts is Monday 16th March 2009 at 12 noon 

SB CLICK 6 CALL 

W www.canterburycollege.ac.uk/job-vacancies IP 01227 811282 (24 hr answerphone) 




09/09 

09/08 

06/179 
TERA (1-4) 

07/48 

LRCA6 


$ Canterbury 


College 


Find your way 


Take the first step, visit www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk 
or for a leaflet call 0845 850 88 80 
(Typetalk 18001 0845 850 8880) 




Real help 


now 


(HlHM Government 


Lines open Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm and Saturday and Sunday 9am to 5pm. As at September 2008, calls to 0845 numbers from BT land lines 
should cost no more than 4p a minute with a 7p call set-up charge. You may have to pay more if you use another phone company or a mobile phone, 
or if you call from abroad. Our textphone / typetalk numbers are for people who cannot speak or hear clearly. If you don’t have a textphone / typetalk, 
you could check if your local library or citizens advice bureau has one. Textphones / typetalk don’t receive text messages from mobile phones. 



Senior Practitioner Ref:CA0463 
Grade: P02 £31,348 - £40,220 per annum 
Hours: 37 per week 

Location: Elaine Centre, Strood, Rochester 

Medway is continuing to move forward the development of its Children Services. 

As part of our recent restructuring of Children's Services we have merged our Looked After 
Children's Team with our Leaving Care Team. We are committed to putting children at the 
centre of our service. We have an exciting vision for the future that will provide fully integrated 
services, which emphasise partnership and participation. 

We're looking for talented and enthusiastic people to join our exciting journey. We can offer 
you an environment in which new ways of thinking and working are warmly welcomed 
together with the opportunity to be involved in unique and creative projects and extend your 
skills and interests to meet the needs of young people. You will take responsibility for a small 
caseload of complex cases. As well as setting the standard for colleagues to follow, you will 
supervise the work of other members of the team and actively coach, mentor and develop 
them. You can expect excellent training, career opportunities, final salary pension, generous 
annual leave, flexible working hours and much more. 

We would preferably like you to have 

• a post qualifying award • a practice teacher/assessor award 

• a proven track record of developing and maintaining high standards of 
social work practice through supervision 

For more information please call Jo Kavanagh (Team Manager) on 01634 335652 
or by email joanne.kavanagh@medway.gov.uk 

Any offer of appointment will be subject to a Criminal Records Bureau enhanced disclosure. 

All applicants must be registered, or in the process of registering with GSCC. 

Closing date: 13 March 2009. 


For an application pack or to apply visit www.medway.gov.uk 
or phone 01634 333333 Mon to Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 1 pm 
or 01634 332843 24-hour answerphone. 

Alternatively email jobs@medway.gov.uk quoting the reference. 



Valuing people's differences, 
recognising their strengths. 

Tc 

Beacon\ 

Council 

kj 

2005-2006 -y 

Supporting New Businesses INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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TT Mr dutch 


O 


Now recruiting: 

Qualified MOT Tester 

At our Strood Branch 

To apply please contact: Tanya on 01634 717 747 
or apply on line at www.mrclutch.com 


To advertise 
in this section 


CJ 01303 
817040 
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Band 6 Occupational Therapist 

Our Occupational Therapy Service has a vacancy for an enthusiastic Occupational 
Therapist. The post would require 32 hours a week during term time with an additional 
six negotiated days out of term time hours. 

The Royal School for Deaf Children and Westgate College for Deaf People are a specialist 
residential school and college for children and young people who are d/Deaf, many have 
additional complex needs, including learning difficulties and behavioural difficulties. We 
also have a Community Living provision for adults with similar conditions. 

For further information or informal visit (strongly recommended) please contact Stephen 
Webb, Occupational Therapist at: 

Royal School for Deaf Children, Please telephone Diane Kirrage, HR 

Victoria Road, Margate, Kent, CT9 1NB. Administrator on 01843 222429 

Telephone: 01843 222454. for an application form. 

Email swebb@royalschoolfordeaf.kent.sch.uk Closing Date: Friday 27th March 2009 


Deal Town Council 

Town Hall, High Street, Deal, Kent CT14 6BB Tel No: 01304 361999 

TWO VACANCIES 

Deputy Premises Officer 

20 hours per week worked flexibly. Salary £6.53 per hour 

To appoint a Deputy Premises Officer to assist in an expanding area of work within the council. 
Embracing, booking and invoicing plus subsequent attendance at events, along with caretaking and the 
overseeing of the council’s allotments. The post holder will need to be flexible as much of the work takes 
place in the evenings and at weekends. The successful candidate needs to be physically fit and should 
ideally have some relevant experience as well as being conversant with Microsoft IT packages. The 
council seeks to be a quality employer but parts of the Town Hall are difficult to access for the disabled. 

Closing date for applications: 

12 noon Friday 20 March 2009 - Interviews will be on the morning of Friday 27 March 2009 

Deal Saturday Market Officer 

Part Time post -10 hours per week. Salary £7.34 per hour 

(This involves unsocial hour working) 

To appoint a Market Officer who will oversee an increasingly busy market and has to work mostly on 
their own initiative to agreed protocols. A flexible approach to working hours is needed as well as a 
patient attitude to stallholders and public. Apart from the actual market day, during the week the 
duties require the officer to be available via a mobile phone to deal with enquiries and stallholder 
bookings. Record keeping is an important part of the duties. The post holder will need to be 
physically fit and ideally conversant with Microsoft IT packages. 

Closing date for applications: 

12 noon Friday 27 March 2009 - Interviews will be on Friday 3 April 2009 
For an application pack contact: 

Deal Town Council, Deal Town Hall, High Street, Deal, Kent CT14 6BB 
Tel: 01304 361999 or Email: dealtowncouncil@deal.gov.uk 


Gravesend Grammar School for Girls 

A Specialist Science College 

Pelham Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 OJE 
Telephone: 01474 352896 Fax: 01474 331195 
Website:www.ggsg.org.uk 
email: enquiries@ggsg.org.uk 

TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS 

Maternity Cover - September 2009 

We are looking for a well-qualified and enthusiastic Teacher of 
Mathematics to join a highly successful Faculty. The person appointed 
would be required to teach up to A’ Level. Maths is a very popular 
option with students and a high proportion go on to study a 
Mathematical course in Higher Education. 

The person appointed will receive high quality mentoring and support. 

The Faculty enjoys excellent facilities and equipment. 

We have been a Specialist Science College since September 2004; this 
has led to a broad range of innovative practice across the school and we 
are looking to develop cross-curricular projects involving Mathematics. 
The School has a high profile for achievement locally and nationally 
and prides itself on a strong record of internal professional 
development including a full induction in the Summer term. 

The School is also an Investor in People and an Investor in Careers. 
Application forms and further details are available from the 
Headteacher’s Personal Assistant, Mrs M Tong Ralphs. 
Completed forms should be returned by post, fax or email for the 
attention of Mrs E Wilson, Headteacher, no later than 
Wednesday 18th March 2009 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. 


o 

Science 



Assessors (Variable Hours) Ref:S2i67 

Folkestone/Ashford/Dover Closing date: 06/03/09 

With campuses in Ashford, Folkestone and Dover, South Kent College offers a wide range of 
courses from Entry Level to Level 7 and caters for over 10,000 students of all ages.We are 
currently recruiting for Assessors in all vocational areas including Catering, Construction, 

Motor Vehicle, Engineering, Business Administration and Customer Care. 

Main duties include assessing workplace students up to NVQ Level 3 and Key Skills Level 2, 
supporting and guiding candidates in portfolio building, 'on' and ‘off-the-job' training for Work 
Based Training programmes, and acting as a mentor to students. You will hold a minimum of 
NVQ Level 3 or equivalent in your relevant specialism, and the A1 Assessor Award or equivalent 
(formally D32/33) as well as having a minimum of three years recent and relevant experience in 
your field. 

For further information please contact the Human Resources Department on 0845 207 8222 
(24 hour answerphone), email: humanresources@southkent.ac.uk or visit www.southkent.ac.uk. 
Please submit a CV in the first instance, with a covering letter detailing which specialism you are 
interested in applying for. 

All posts are subject to a disclosure check by the Criminal Records Bureau. We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people and expect all employees to share this commitment. Applications are welcome from 
suitably qualified candidates regardless of ethnicity, gender, age, disability, sexuality or religion. 

South Kent College 

1? ~Y ASHFORD • DOVER • FOLKESTONE 
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DOVER IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE > 


EXTRAORDINARY JOBS. 
EXTRAORDINARY WORKPLACE. 




HM PRISON 


SERVICE 

Public Sector Prisons 


KITCHEN ASSISTANTS 

£16,506 RISING TO £18,055 


With more than 50,000 staff, the Prison Service recognises the importance of achieving through 
our people. Right now, we're implementing ambitious modernisation plans throughout our operation. 
If you're looking for a rewarding career, there is no better time to join us. 

Dover Immigration Removal Centre provides secure but humane accommodation for appellant 
and failed male asylum seekers aged over 18. The regime offers as much freedom of movement 
and association as possible and encourages detainees to make the most productive use of their 
time while respecting their dignity and right to individual expression. 

It's here that you'll make sure meals are produced to recipe specifications and standards. You'll 
also handle light and heavy cleaning of the kitchen itself as well as cooking equipment, and see to 
it that detainees in your span of control receive the necessary training for them to work effectively. 
In addition, you'll issue and receive stores, serve food, and help produce meals for any special 
medical, religious or cultural diets. 

You will need a City & Guilds 706/1 or NVQ Level 1 or equivalent plus Primary/Level 1 Food Hygiene, 
and should be keen to be trained to NVQ Level 2 Catering if you don't already have it. Experience of 
working in an industrial kitchen would be ideal, but we can train you in thattoo. 

To apply, please email kent-sussex-area-recruitment@hmps.gsi.gov.uk or visit our website 
www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk 

The closing date for receipt of completed applications is 27th March 2009. 

Applicants will be required to declare whether they are a member of a group or organisation, which 
the Prison Service considers to be racist. 

Part-time working or job sharing will be considered. 

The Prison Service is an equal opportunities employer. We welcome applications from candidates regardless of ethnic 
origin, religious belief, gender, age (subject to being within the normal retirement age for the grade), sexual orientation, 
disability or any other irrelevant factor. 



Ministry of 

JUSTICE 


National Offender 
Management Service 
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Music/Play Worker - Disability Specialist 

Pie Factory Music are seeking a creative and energetic individual 
with enthusiasm for a range of musical styles to work across East 
Kent with disabled children and young people, involving them in 
creating music. You will plan and deliver a wide range of music 
making sessions, courses and play activities for children with a 
range of abilities. This will include the use of specialist sound beam 
equipment (training provided). 

You will be qualified to NVQ3 in music/youth/play work or equivalent. 
Previous experience with disabled children preferred. 

You will need to be mobile and able to deliver sessions across East 
Kent. Skills in non-verbal communications systems, e.g. BSL, 
Makaton, PECS, etc., would be an advantage. 

For more information and an application pack, please call 

Steve Kreeger on 01843 596777 or e-mail steve@piefactorymusic.com. 

To find out more about Pie Factory Music, visit www.piefactorymusic.com 
Closing Date: 31/03/09 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 


Applications have been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as venues 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: Ailington Castle, Castle Road, Maidstone 
Applicant: Sir Robert Worcester 

Name of Premises: Leeds Castle, Maidstone 
Applicant: John Robinson 

The applications and plans of the premises may be inspected at the 
address below during normal office hours. Any person may give 
notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the grant of 
approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days from the date of 
this newspaper. Objections should be sent to the address below. 


Martin Alford, Head of Registration 
Regulatory Services 
First Floor, Invicta House 
County Hall 

Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX 
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Receive a helping hand 
searching fora new job 


100s of Kent jobs updated daily 
online from Kent’s leading companies, 
from all sectors of industry 



Register your details and we’ll 
email you daily with new jobs 
that match your search criteria 


saa Jobs by email 

Be the first to receive the latest top Kent jobs. Register 
your details and we’ll email you daily with new jobs that 
match your search criteria. 

Company profiles 

Read about Kent’s leading companies, view their current 
job vacancies and contact them with your details. 


© 


CY Checker and builder 

Use our tools and create a first class CV. See how good 
your CV is and take advantage of a free CV review. 


Tr 

■H 


View the latest vacancies with new 
Jobs posted daily, read full job 
descriptions and apply online. 

Take advantage of our online 
services and receive Jobs by Email, 
get professional advice, build your 
bespoke CV and read Company 
Profiles from the county’s leading 
recruiter's. 



JobsforKent.co.uk 

Here to help you find your next job 


% 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


W 






yourlocal professionals 

Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 
TO ADVERTISE © EmailusatdassifiedOkosmedia.co.uk (^Telephone us on 01303 817150 Faxuson 01303 817001 



ADVERTISING 


LOGS 


PUBLISHING 


VAN & CAR HIRE 



Your next customer 
could be reading 
about your 
business 

NOW! 


Advertise today 

Call Jamie on 01303 817049 


* 1 
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SEASONED LOGS CUT TO SIZE 
FOR OPEN FIRES & 
WOOD BURNING STOVES 

£60 and £110 loads - Free Delivery 
Also, air dried kindling wood £4 per large bag 

07971 964509 
N 01622 817579 f 


ATTENTION! 

Medway Fair Traders 


To find out how to 
promote your business 
within our media 
telephone Maria on 
01303 817152 


Vans 


from 1 
only 


All prices per day fully inclusive 




Freephone 08000 434305 
24hr Emergency 07990 520821 

32-34 Upper Stone St Maidstone 
www.sbcarandvanhire.co.uk 
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AERIAL SERVICES 

MOTORS - SALAVAGE 


REPTILES 


WEBSITE DESIGN 






Problems with your 
Freeview? 

Missing Channels on your Freeview? 
It may be your aerial. 

Do you need extra points 
around the home? 

FREE personal on-site inspection 
and advice on Freeview in your 
home, including weekends. 


TEL 


01622 762058 
07854 408323 


O A2 VEHICLE J\ 
CLEARANCE W 
£50-£150 

paid for all unwanted vehicles 
• £10 extra for alloy wheels 

• All disposed to EU standards 
• We do all paperwork and notify 
the DVLA within 24hrs of collection 

• Good prices paid for non scrap 
vehicles & all left-hand drives 

07925 341547 • 01634 309776 

Call or text mobile & we’ll call straight back 




• Large Selection Of Reptiles, Amphibians & 
Invertebrates 

• Starter Kits From £65, Special 
Deals On Complete Set Ups 

• Friendly Professional Advice From 
A Friendly Family Run Business 

• Over 100 Display Vivariums, Plus, 

Racking Systems & Lots More! 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat 10am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm 
Tel: 01795 520077 

42, London Road, Teynham, Kent ME9 9QN 


V 


designinkent 

First impressions are made in a matter of 

seconds. Does your image reflect just how good 

your business is in seconds? Let us make your first 
impression count and win you more business. 

Websites Brochures 

,ram £500 from £199 


5 page static site 
I 2yr hosting * Copy editing 
Image gallery 


Designed at A4 
4 pages • Supplied print 
ready • Print extra 


Call us 
today on 


01622 684761 






COOKERS & STOVES 

PLUMBING 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES 


G. C. STEVENS & SON 


Wood/Multi Fuel Stoves and Cookers - FI 


• Large 
Showroom 
Display 

• Traditional and 
Modern Stoves 

• Cleanburning 
Technology 





Centre 2000, St. Michaels Road, Sittingbourne ME10 3DZ 
Telephone: 01795 423758 Fax: 01795 420566 
www.gcstevens.co.uk Email: info@gcstevens.co.uk 




• WILLINGTON PLUMBING^ 
& HEATING SUPPLIES 

Supply of showers and bathrooms, boilers, fires and cookers. 
All plumbing materials and spares. 

Installation and repair service. 

TRADE COUNTER 

Unit 6, Senacre Square 
Woolley Road, Maidstone ME15 8QF 
Tel: 01622 664614 - 07738 388061 - 07738 388761 




HUMP IT, DUMP IT 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE, PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE, FENCING & LANDSCAPING 


£ 


• All your rubbish removed double quick 

• More cost effective than a skip 

• Trade and commercial waste taken away 

NO LOADING • NO FUSS 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 

Just call us!! 

Environment Agency Licensed Waste Carrier 

FROM £14.95 


01634 363008 
07708 293745 

SPONSOR OF DOGS TRUST 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY 
& DOOR SALE 


^1 


lephant 


Specialist manufacturer and installer of 
double glazing windows, doors & 
conservatories 

FREEPHONE 0800 195 00 00 

142 Newington Road, Ramgate 
www.elephantwindows.co.uk 
sales@elephantwindows.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN 


PRINTING 


TIMBER & FENCING SUPPLIES 


WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES 


YOUR LOCAL 

APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

PALMER ELECTRICS 

all electrical work undertaken 

DOMESTIC • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL 

FOR A FRIENDLY, RELIABLE, 

QUALITY SERVICE THAT IS 
SECOND TO NONE 
PLEASE CALL VINCE DIRECTLY ON: 

MOB: 07768 041921 TEL: 01622 752380 

www.palmerelectrics.co.uk 

Check me out at 

www.checkatrade.com/palmerelectrics 


[ Wallet Friendly 
Graphic Design 

• 5,000 A6 Flyers £80 
| • 1,000 Business Cards £70 

• Menu & Invite Design, From £10 I 


Tel: 08456 52 50 53 
info@liquidshadowdesigns.com 


Boxley Timber w 

& Fencing Supplies Ltd. 

• Quality Sheds & Wnrkshnps 
• Sleepers & Decking • Gates & Trellis Made To Size 
• All Types Of Fencing • Collection/Delivery 

01622 753 953 

www.boxleytimber.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
OFFERING FRIENDLY 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 


BOXLEY SAWMILL, 
PILGRIMS WAY, BOXLEY 
NR MAIDSTONE, KENT 
ME14 3EB 


Windows Doors 
& Conservatories 

We also specialise in flat to 
bow, bay conversions, 
brickwork, removal for 
double doors, patio doors or 
rT7*m bi-fold doors 


FOR FREE QUOTATIONS 
& SURVEY 

01795 661616 



ONLINE TV 


r 


■\ 


online TV 




_ it happens 

Watch the latest web IV sport news and action kentnews 


.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 
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BRIEFS 

Gnome from home left 
behind in Travelodge 

BUSINESS travellers who have left a 
favourite book in a hotel if they’ve had 
an emergency change of plan will sym¬ 
pathise with guests who left an interest¬ 
ing array of goods behind in their rooms 
in Kent last year. 

Travelodge says guests at their hotels 
in the county had left, not only books, but 
Teddy bears, a set of three World War 
Two medals (the customer had attended 
an Armistice Day ceremony), a cus¬ 
tomised bumper car kit, wigs, laptops, 
smart-phones and sat-navs. 

Around the nation, hotel staff found a 
Centurion Card - aka the American 
Express Black Card, said to be the most 
exclusive charge card in the world - a 
life-size cardboard cutout of comedian 
Lenny Henry, an actual show-jumping 
horse, two separate sets of keys to 
Porsche 911s, a pet lizard called 
Humphrey, a living, breathing friend 
(left behind by “mates”), an Arsenal tick¬ 
et and garden gnomes. Oh, and a 3ft 
pink alarm clock. 

Firms sell themselves 
short of essential skills 

ONE in five companies in the South 
East is experiencing a sales skills short¬ 
age, despite selling being critical in the 
recession, according to a new report. 

The research, by sales recruitment and 
training specialist Pareto Law and its 
parent company Randstad, found a fifth 
companies reported a lack of sales 
expertise in areas such as telephone sell¬ 
ing, negotiation, presentation and 
account management skills. 

Jonathan Fitchew, joint managing 
director, said: “Developing and training a 
strong sales team is critical to business 
success - now more than ever. 

“Companies need to invest in ensuring 
their sales people have the skills to 
quickly impact on business performance. 

“In a difficult market it’s all about hav¬ 
ing the knowledge to think creatively, 
looking at new markets, opportunities 
and strategies that will help the busi¬ 
ness not only survive, but come out of the 
recession in a stronger position.” 


Information is power 
aft such a crucial time 


A BLIZZARD of information is hitting companies 
these days, not just from news sources reporting the 
twists and turns of the recession but also from busi¬ 
ness organisations and local authorities, writes Tony 
Patey. 

It’s all worthwhile, because it helps directors and managers get a grip 
on the turn of events and plan strategies accordingly, but it takes time 
to sift through and they need to put a priority on ‘need to know’ infor¬ 
mation. 

So today I offer a short guide on essential information on how to aim 
for sustainable business activity. It’s high on many firms’ agendas 
because not only does it allow them to ‘do their bit’ in cutting carbon 
footprints, it is also an effective marketing tool. 

I’d like to thank Deborah Cameron, Kent branch manager of the 
Institute of Directors, who put it together after we spoke at a very suc¬ 
cessful breakfast meeting and seminar on sustainable business at the 
conference centre at Sittingboume’s Kent Science Park recently. 

First stop about more information on support available from govern¬ 
ment or from private companies to cut costs, and carbon, develop green 
credentials or keep on top of environmental legislation is Business Link 
on 0845 600 9 006 or email on info@businesslinksoutheast.co.uk. 

Its service is free to all small and medium sized companies, and is the 
contact point if you would like to receive what is called an effergy meter 
to help you understand and reduce energy consumption. 

Environmental legislation: 

• For a simple guide on what environmental legislation is relevant to 
your business, click on: Business Link Compliance Tool 
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk 

• If you want more detailed information on environmental legislation: 
www.netregs.co.uk 

• To find out about registered waste disposal companies and licensed 
waste carriers: http://ea.wastedirectory.org.uk/ 

General sustainability and carbon savings: 

• How sustainable is your business? Five-minute coffee break test: 
www.businesslinkgov.co.uk/souteast/howsustainable 

• Carbon footprinting your business, loans and enhanced capital 
allowances: 

http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/solutions/CarbonFootprinting/FootprintC 
alculators ; www.carbontrust.co.uk/energy/takingaction/loans ; 
www.eca.gov.uk 

Further support for environmental policies and environmental moni¬ 
toring systems: 

• Guidance on writing an environmental policy: 


www.businesslink.gov.uk/southeast/environmentalpolicy 

• The Envirowise Wizard’ to help you through the EMS process: 

http://www.envirowise.gov.ukGreenwash: 

• A great guide by Futerra: http://www.ftiterra.co.uk 

Greenwash - a compound of green and whitewash - is a term used to 
describe the practice of companies putting a spin on products and poli¬ 
cies as environmentally friendly, but they’re not really. 

The term was first coined by US environmentalist Jay Westerveld in 
an essay about the hotel industry’s practice of placing green placards in 
each room, promoting reuse of guest-towels, ostensibly to ‘save the envi¬ 
ronment’. 

He found that, in most cases, the hotels made little effort at recycling 
because of cost-cutting. 




PUMP ACTION: Don't let the 
blizzard of information prevent 
you from oiling the wheels of 
industry and commerce 

k 


VIEW THIS CLIP ON 


yourkenttv.co.uk 

M ONLINE 



r Julie Maddocks asks: Is small really 
I beautiful in a recession? Search 'crunch' 
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GOING DOWN: Maidstone ladies look set for relegation 


Maidstone stunned 
by last-gasp winner 


HOCKEY 


MAIDSTONE ladies postponed their 
probable relegation from the Conference 
East but suffered a heartbreaking late 
defeat to St Albans on Sunday. 

Heading into the game rock bottom and 
knowing their fate could be sealed by 
defeat if the sides above them won, 
inspired a much-improved performance 
and their nine-game losing streak looked 
to be coming to an end as they held St 
Albans going into the final seconds at 
Armstrong Road. 

But with virtually the last attack of the 
game, Sarah Embrey netted for the visi¬ 
tors to earn them a 1-0 win. 

Staines’ defeat at Old Loughtonians 
gave them a reprieve for at least a week, 
but Maidstone must win their remaining 
three games, starting at Southgate this 
weekend, to pull off a great escape. 

The club’s men also tasted defeat last 
weekend as they lost 3-1 at Banbuiy. 
They remain eighth in the South Hockey 
League’s Premier Division. This Saturday 
they host seventh-placed Teddington. 
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Gills boss Mark Stimson discusses who 
I ^M I his upcoming loan targets are 



COSTLY: Maidstone (in red and white) gifted the initiative to Kent rivals Thanet Wanderers on Saturday and a slow start left them with a mountain to climb 

Slow start costs Stones 
dear against Wanderers 


A SPIRITED second half resurgence 
was not enough for rock bottom 
Maidstone as they paid for a poor 
start against Thanet Wanderers. 

Tommy King and Neil Graves both scored 
tries but the visitors were always chasing the 
game and remain six points adrift in London 2 
South. 

Maidstone’s plans were upset in the warm-up 
when Martin Arnold had to retire to the bench 
after recurrence of a back injury. It forced a 
reshuffle which appeared to upset the balance 
of the side and unsettle the visitors for the first 
20 minutes as they conceded the initiative to a 
Thanet side that had won three of their last 
four games. 

Fly-half Richard Eldridge had already kicked 
a penalty when Pete Macaulay dived over for 


BY 


■ BY YOURMAIDSTONE REPORTER 


Thanet Wanderers 33 Maidstone 21 

the opening try early on. Eldridge kicked the 
conversion to make it 10-0. 

Maidstone had few answers until Neil Graves 
burst through the opposition defence in his own 
22 and outpaced the covering defenders until 
deep in the Thanet 22. His overhead pass to 
Matt lies, five metres from the line, went astray 
and the chance went begging. 

They were left to rue the mistake when 
Thanet scored with their next attack as Tom 
Ash fed Stuart Plumridge for another try. 

On 30 minutes the visitors finally got on the 


scoreboard. From a five-metre scrum Tommy 
King looped round to touch down in the comer. 

But Wanderers had the last word of the first 
half as Eldridge added another penalty before 
adding Thanet’s third try himself. His conver¬ 
sion gave the hosts a commanding 25-5 lead at 
the break. 

Maidstone, who have been on the end of sev¬ 
eral heavy defeats this season, might have 
cmmbled but they emerged a different side in 
the second half. 

A hat-trick of penalties from Craig 
Whitehead narrowed the gap, but just as 
Maidstone were beginning to gain a foothold in 
the game, Ash relieved the pressure with 
Thanet’s fourth try. 

Graves touched down five minutes from time, 
but Eldridge had the final say with a late penalty. 

Maidstone host mid-table Chobham on 
Saturday. 



Welters ❖AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 

www.autoplanet.co.uk 


We’re tearing 


up the 


price guides! 


Over 2000 cars in group stock. 

See website for details 
or visit our centres at 


CHINGFORD ■ HATFIELD 
LETCH WORTH ■ MAIDSTONE 
SOUTHAMPTON 


‘Selected vehicles within ARG Ltd group stock are cheaper than Parker's franchise retail price for a nearest mileage and specification match. 
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A helping hand 
Stones chance 


denies 
of win 




■ BY TOM HOWARD 


Maidstone United 1 

Pinnock 60 

Horsham 1 

Seanla 69 

A CONTROVERSIAL second half 
strike denied Maidstone United 
three points as their winless run 
was extended to ten games. 

The game started slowly with both teams 
struggling to break each other down. It was¬ 
n’t until the 23rd minute for the first chance 
to arrive. 

Horsham broke down the right and full-back 
Yinka Salaam fired an ambitious effort over 
the crossbar. 

Three minutes later Maidstone should have 
taken the lead through Elliott Bradbrook. 
Taylor Sinfield’s pin-point cross found the 
winger in space, but his free header was com¬ 
fortably saved by goalkeeper Rob Tolfrey 
The Stones upped the tempo and came with¬ 
in a whisker of breaking the deadlock. Jay 
Saunders let fly from 20 yards and was only 
denied by the fingertips of Tolfrey. Maidstone 
came even closer, when Bradbook hit the 
crossbar from a comer minutes later. 




DENIED: James Pinnock (right) gave Maidstone the lead 
before a controversial egualiser secured a share of the points 


Just before the break Horsham worried the 
Maidstone defence, as Darren Budd forced 
Andy Walker to produce a smart save. 

Maidstone struggled in the opening min¬ 
utes of the second half and Walker was called 
upon on more than one occasion to keep the 
score level. 

Horsham’s early efforts forced Maidstone to 
up their game and they came close to opening 
the scoring with a header from Bradbrook and 
a shot from Nathan Paul. 


Maidstone starting XI 



Subs used: Blackman (Saunders 45), Pascal (Sinfield 66) 


However, on the hour Maidstone finally 
found the net as Meshach Nugent’s cheeky 
back heel on the edge of the area found James 
Pinnock, who made no mistake and planted 
the ball in to the bottom comer. 

Paul almost doubled the lead three minutes 
later, but with only the goalkeeper to beat he 
fired well over the bar. 

Controversy swept around the ground short¬ 
ly after as Horsham equalised with a goal 
which had a suspicion of handball. 

Former Ashford Town striker Claude Seanla 
appeared to control the ball with his hand 
before slotting the ball into the net. 

The referee gave the goal to the disbelief of 
the large majority of the crowd and the deci¬ 
sion seemed to affect the home side. 

The Stones kept plugging away and came 
close to regaining the lead when Nugent’s 
header from a comer was cleared off the line. 

Maidstone surged forward in the final min¬ 
utes of the game, but they could not find the all 
important winning goal. 



IN CONTENTION: Aylesford Bulls (in blue and red) battled hard to keep close to the chasing pack in London South East 3 

Bulls close in on leaders 



UNDER WAY: (l-r) Chairman Raul Alcock (left), school 
headmaster Joe Davies and councillor Brian Moss 


Training facility 
on the right track 


ATHLETICS 


WORK has begun on Medway and 
Maidstone Athletics Club’s new state-of- 
the-art training facility and is on course to 
be ready for a July opening. 

The club have joined forces with Sutton 
Valence School and Maidstone Borough 
Council to fund the eight lane running 
track to be built on the school site in the 
county town. 

After receiving the final go ahead from 
the council, constmction began on the 
£794,000 project this week, with completion 
likely to be in July. The club have been 
trying to build a permanent base in 
Maidstone for 25 years. 

Club chairman, Paul Alcock, said: “The 
track will be one of the finest in the region 
and a facility we’ve been looking forward to 
for 25 years.” 

Club members will train there five days a 
week, meeting the school’s policy to widen 
access to its sports facilities. 

The club plan to open the facility by 
hosting the Kent Relay Championships in 
September. 



Aylesford Bulls 24 Wariingham 7 


AYLESFORD Bulls moved to within a point 
of second place in London South East 3 with 
a convincing win against fellow high-flyers 
Wariingham. 

Bulls were keen to show they are a better 
side than the one that lost 56-0 to 
Wariingham at the start of the season and 
started at a good pace. 

Aylesford looked the more threatening and 
on a number of occasions poor decision mak¬ 
ing meant they missed out on promising 
scoring opportunities. 

After the opening exchanges, returning fly- 
half Dave Dorton gave the home side the 
lead with a successful penalty from 30 
metres. 

Just before the break, Wariingham 


breached the Bulls defence for the first time 
in the game and scored the opening try of the 
afternoon. The visitors added the extras to 
take a 7-3 lead into the interval. 

Aylesford came out fighting in the second 
half and produced some clinical attacking 
rugby. A slick move involving Mark 
Beaumont and Mark Dowton saw Beaumont 
breeze through the Wariingham defence and 
open the scoring in the second half. Dorton 
added the extras. 

Dorton showed his class with the boot and 
kicked three further penalties to increase 
Aylesford’s lead to 19-7. 

The home side wrapped up the victory in 
injury time through flanker Marc Howell 
who drove over the line for the third try. The 
result leaves Aylesford a point behind sec¬ 
ond-placed Hove. 

This Saturday Bulls travel to Purley John 
Fisher in London South East 3. 



DROPPED: Alan Walker was left disappointed after 
dropping two points on Saturday 

Walker blames ref 
and poor finishing 
for Maidstone draw 

STONES boss Alan Walker felt a mixture of 
missed chances and a referee’s decision 
denied Maidstone United three points. 

James Pinnock’s strike on the hour gave 
the Stones the lead, but a Horsham equalis¬ 
er with a suspicion of hand ball earned a 
point for the Sussex side. 

Walker felt the officials contributed to the 
result of the game, but believed his side 
should have been comfortably ahead before 
the crucial decision. 

He said: “I would say the officials have con¬ 
tributed to the result. They are probably the 
only people in the ground who didn’t see the 
blatant hand ball in Horsham’s equaliser. 

“However, we had enough chances to win 
the game and we should have taken them. 

“The pleasing thing is we played a lot bet¬ 
ter than we have been in the last few 
weeks. Again it is another point, but its two 
points dropped as far as we are concerned.” 

Walker was happy with his side’s 
improved display. However, after four con¬ 
secutive draws he knows wins have to come 
soon if Maidstone are to make a challenge 
on the Ryman Premier play-offs. 

He added: “Playing like that does bode 
well. We have just got to make sure we take 
our chances and this game is all about 
sticking the ball in the net, which we need 
to do more. We have had four draws on the 
spin and dropped eight points, so we have 
got to try and turn these draws into wins. 
The eight points would have made a mas¬ 
sive difference to our league position and 
we have got to start doing that.” 

• Log on to www.yourniaidstone.co.uk for a full report 
on Maidstone United's trip to Harlow Town on Tuesday. 
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Darius Charles on Ebbsfleet's chances of 
returning to Wembley in the FA Trophy 
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AIRDREAM+ SPECIAL EDITIONS 

IN OUR SHOWROOM NOW 


www.citroen.co.uk 



CITROEN C3 AIRDREAM+ 

• Up to 74.3mpg A 

• 115g/km C0 2 

• ABS with EBD and EBA 

• Air conditioning 

• Drivers, front passengers and lateral airbags 

• High-frequency remote control central locking 

• Rear parking sensors 

• Front electric windows 

• 15" alloy wheels 

• RDS stereo radio/MP3 compatible CD player 

FROM £11095* 

Model shown: CITROEN C3 AIRDREAM+ 



CITROEN prefers TOTAL 


CITROEN C4 AIRDREAM+ 

• Up to 76.3mpg A 

• 117g/km C0 2 

• ABS with EBD and EBA 

• Air conditioning 

• Drivers, front passengers, lateral and 
curtain airbags 

• High-frequency remote control central locking 

• Rear parking sensors 

• Cruise control with speed limiter 

• 16" alloy wheels 

• RDS stereo radio/MP3 compatible CD player 

FROM £14095* 

Model shown: CITROEN C4 AIRDREAM+ 


SO YOU WANT IT ALL. STYLISH, ECONOMICAL CARS... 

That also just happen to be well equipped and with more environmental credentials too. 


0% APR 


typical finance over 3 years with NO DEPOSIT 
available on all Airdream+ models 4 

Ask about CITROEN Secure, a unique finance scheme for additional customer comfort, at no extra cost 1 . 


CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 



n 


*ON THE ROAD RECOMMENDED PRICES AND OFFERS APPLY TO QUALIFYING NEW CITROEN VEHICLES ORDERED AND REGISTERED 01-31/03/09 AND INCLUDE VAT, DELIVERY TO DEALER AND NUMBER PLATES, GOVERNMENT FIRST REGISTRATION FEE, AND 12 MONTHS' GRADUATED VEHICLE EXCISE DUTY. 

METALLIC PAINT OPTIONAL AT EXTRA COST. MODELS SHOWN: CITROEN C3 1 4HDI 8V 70HP AIRDREAM+ £11095 AND CITROEN C4 1.6HDI 16V 92HP AIRDREAM+ £14095. FROM PRICES SHOWN: CITROEN C3 1 4HDI 8V 70HP AIRDREAM+ £11095 AND CITROEN C4 1.6HDI 16V 92HP AIRDREAM+ £14095. ‘EXTRA URBAN 
CYCLE. 'FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM CITROEN FINANCIAL SERVICES, QUADRANT HOUSE, PRINCESS WAY, REDHILL, SURREY, RH1 1QA, UK. OVER 18S ONLY. A GUARANTEE MAY BE REQUIRED. 'THIS UNIQUE SCHEME ALLOWS ALL QUALIFYING NEW RETAIL 
CUSTOMERS, IN THE EVENT OF INVOLUNTARY REDUNDANCY, TO RETURN THE FINANCED VEHICLE WITH NO FURTHER PAYMENTS REQUIRED, APART FROM OUTSTANDING ARREARS, EXCESS MILEAGE OR VEHICLE DAMAGE COSTS. SOLE TRADERS AND PARTNERSHIPS EXCLUDED. OFFERS, PRICES AND SPECIFICATION 
CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS FROM PARTICIPATING DEALERS FOR PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND QUALIFYING BUSINESS USERS. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. PLEASE ASK US FOR DETAILS. COMPANIES WITH A CENTRALLY NEGOTIATED AGREEMENT WITH CITROEN UK LTD, NATIONAL FLEETS, MOTABILITY AND 
CONTRACT HIRE ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS. ALL MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY. FINANCE OFFERS APPLY TO UK ONLY. 

OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES: URBAN CYCLE, EXTRA URBAN, COMBINED (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) & C0 2 EMISSIONS (G/KM); 

LOWEST: C3 1.4HDI 8V (70HP) 5.3/53.3, 3.8/74.3, 4.4/64.2, 115. HIGHEST: NEW C4 1.6HDI 16V(92HP) 5.7/49.6, 3.7/76.3, 4.4/64.2, 117. 


WILMOTHS MAIDSTONE 01622 298469 
WILMOTHS ASHFORD 01233 878349 
WILMOTHS FOLKESTONE 01303 488407 







